_ VF" 
© 


21 1 1 - 5 0 
. 25 52 
n 
SELENA a 


* y 
"— * 
e LT" 1 * 
* 


Docrnines and Dorizs of RELIGIOx 
1 EXPLAIN'D and PROV'D. 


2 


„ By LAW: Eltabliſh'd.  |j-2 


Toconvince our ſelves of Truth 
and to perſuade our ſelves to Practice. 


Together with the | 


* 


4. 


” al 


r 
e 


8 1 — * * — 


To which is added, a 


— 2 ld the - - — — 


p - 7 ' 4” f 8 
N 5 e / * F "By F P i 5 3 4 * 4 þ ” 
oo + A ; = a f of _— 
' : OEED a . * 6 Se » c 4 VS. - 1 


I Newcaſtle upon Tyne: 7 75 e 
Printed by "Jonny Wurrs, and Sold by Mr. Bur row, Mr. n * 
and Mr. 9 Bookſellers there: Mr. WAGHORN, and Mr. AISLEY. 
in Durham; Mr. CLARKE. in Sunderland ; Mr. HILDYARD, Mr, MANKLIN, 1 08 
"nd Mr. HAMMOND in Tork; Mr. SWALE in | Leeds ; Mr. RYLES, and 
Mr. FERRABx in Hyll ; Mr. HALL and Mr. COOK in curliſſe; Mr. MACKREITH | 2 
in | Lancaſhire. Mr. ASHBURN in — —.. 3 and Mr. M: lat ire: e 


* 


5 


— ” &G 
O, * 
: . 1 * » 
N 5 . io * 2 
* — ITS Pre e 
* * * — * — Li * * 4 n 
1 k o I 2 * by Þ PE . ” I 2. 
* —— _ n Wr 
1 — ATA. ” _ 8 0 R 24 5 * 
- . 8 L 
s — — * 
_ * > q — . * 
* . 22 . : „ * 2 
at I , . 8 & 8 „ 
— 0 vr 
* p = x 
* 88 — * * 12 * 
* * / 4 4 
Wha by Y4cw E 3 
p * , * R / 
N 5 r 75 . 
A 4. 2 „ y * A * S 
* rn, vp - ' * * 
- * gy! — * % 75 V * 4 k * . i 
UQ + - - *». 1 N 22 


w 
F 
* 
0 
„ 
” 
4 
8 * 
. 
* 
9 , 
* 8 4 
N 


PLETE ET EIS 


% - 
* 
17 6 by 
1 & « * 
* * 
"- 
I * oy 
« 
S1 . 
* 
. 
4 * = 
* 1 
82 > * 
. * . 
. 
7 . 
* 2 a 
- . 
* 
o 
* 
ry 
* 
: : 7 
- 4 
. 
* , 
* 
U 
4 «ay b 
. 
, 
. * ” 
mn * 
* * * 
4 
- * 
1 * 
* * 
* 
- * 7 _ : 
N ' 
- 
4 
Y > » 4 — 
„ 1 * 
43 4 
* 
— f i : 
* 
5 . 
, 
” = %, 
* OY y 
** 4 
4 F * 75 
- j ; 
P 2 £ 
. 8 
* * 
2 * 
* * 4 ! * 
* 
” V ” .g * * Pu 
* ' A 
. a 
; ' N > 
* 
8 1 
* 
*+ 
* 
. * 1 
5 1 
1 q q 
1 
8 * 
* % # 
. 
* % 
. f 7 
5 
. 
* * : 
s. 
< * 
* 1 
* aid 
A id : 
* * 
5 ih - 
4 * l 
* pO — „ 1 * 0 
* * 
. 
” — 
? . 
>... . wh - 7 a2 
* 
3 
f I . & 
* 
1 * 
9 . f 
— 
* 1 % 
” 4 
11s + 1 , 
- ” > 2 ; 
, Nr Sy 
# ICY 
o : 4 9 T+ 2 
x 
. " 8 
* 46 , of > 4 


9 
* = _ * by 
= 
- 1 4 
* 
” 
FY 
"* 
: 
- 
* 
4 
, - 
: ” 
*. 7 
5 
* " * 4 4 4 1 . 4 
- 4 * BY 
n 
. 
. 
” 
” - 
* A 4 
1 0 © 
* * 
- * * 
- 
* 
. * : - 
* 
- fe "FA l 
75 : 
s. 
- 
1 / 
\ \ hy : 
1 
. * 
» 
£ 
» 
8 - 
PL * 
J . 
. 
” 
— % 
$ \ 
— 
- 
- 
* 
* 
9 
- 
7 - 
* 
1 — 
* \ 1 
A 
* . % * 1 
A FF, * * „ ts 
4 * 
. 
: 
0 
— # * 
2 1 
«a 
+ 
E * 
” 
: FR. _—_ 
- 
k q N 2 
. 8 - — . 2 > 
a = 
- * . 
* 
- * * 
* . 
Fe ; 
- 
x. 
N * 
a 14 
OY 
. 
> 
3 . 
- 
* 
A 5 
1 
7 ” 
4 < * 
3 
%. 
q 1 
x 1 4 
% 
Sz k * 
x 
s W 
* 
4 — 
* 
c 
- * * . 
" * F4 a 
. d , - - 
4 * 
4 * 
. 
4 * 
\ 
* 
5 
* 
* EF 6. - 
we 4 tt 
1 : 
+ " ; 
” * of 
1 
*Þ 
" 23 g 
1 
* . F 
( {58 —— 
9 
— * 
” 
= - Pa 
* 
3 * * W 1 ve 8 8 * 
4 
„ R 
* 
3 - 
* 
; * ' 
, 
< — * * yd 7 S 7 
, . - * > 
4 * 
4 $ o * 
. 
* 
* - 
* V 4 
© N 4 
4 K-26 
4 * - 8 2 * 
* » * 
* 
* 
. 
. 
G - * 
4 x * 18.3 
rey F 
* 
9 ” 4 * 
. * ” 
- F 1 1 
N * 
£ 5 a , 
* . 
* 7 * 2 
þ 
* e 1 
L r 4 han. L * „ 44 
* 


K * 
5 4 
0 A 
Tx * 1 r ” * a Le * 7 72 * * 
; « : x 6 4 
— 
n 2 of 
* 
4 ; Wo WIT 
Fi * 5 ' C - 
\ N 
* > 8 x hy 
; 27 * 7 ” 
ol 1 a x 
ry * 9 . 2 
= ” 
i . . „ 1 
* * 
13 4 HAT, « "ll _- #* 
4 - e J Mo 
* 


, A 


THE 


PREFACE. 


= : HRISTIANITY : pro poſeth 
HER the greateſt po eas tothe 
immortal Souls of Men, and 
— ;; the moſt rational Scheme, 5 
* ever appear'd in the World. But 
there is a great Failing in Men, that it 
bath not a due Influence upon them, If _ 
God is infinitely - good, and would have © 

all Men to be ſaved, there are certainly 
Means, whereby all Men might be ſaved; 


and if "they do not attain Salvation, there . 


can be no Fault but i in themſelues. 


1 F fab ar: is Kad out, that 5 
"wa perſuade Men as effectually, as they 


are capable of being perſuaded, it ——4 0 
be 4 moſt valuable Diſcovery. Such an 
Argument, well managed; . may. be compa- 7 
red to the Longitude, which being knows © 
would be of excellent Uſe, to dire Men 


in the W, uderneſs of Waters, I am 8 55 : 


1 + waded, it. mp be an. Argument volts. 
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the Tokens of Inteibridlity, and wi 


The PREFACE. 


1 Man KReaſon, that will do this u 
Service to Mankind: for human Reaſon 
is the Guide of human Nature upon which 


it's Regular Motions depend; it is the 
Glory of the material World, . the Ex- 
Jn of Men ; It carries within it Jelf 
vl, t0= , 


| gether with the Holy Seriptures, dive} | 


Men to ro ai. eee 5 


8 1 


THE RE 5s nothing. niwting 10 in- 


* Mankind of the inviſible World: 


All the Fault is in Man, that be doth not 
rid ebtly nſe bis: Reaſon: and truly  ſhew 


: bomſelf 4 Man. Hereupon mee the 
Argument, that will ſenſibly touch Man's 

Heart, if he have any Senſe of Honour, 
or thinks it worth his while to be a Man; 
and if be does not think ſo, be is never 


like to be a happy Man. But if he is con- 


 winced of | his Obligation, to uſe-his own 
Reaſon ix Religion, with 4 Fious Care 
and Diligence, he will find the Way to 
_ Happineſs. Me have ſhewed the Reaſons 
of Things, and explain'ddiffcult Paſſages, 


teaching Men to avoid thoſe Rocks; on 


1 "ou" make "Thi of theiv 


"wp 


. The PREFACE. 
F aith, and paſs. thro the Waves fy . 


W to the Haven, of Eternal Reſt. 


7 Ln not faded . Fs Pare 
ſpicuity, chiefly to inſtruct the unlearned 
and perſuade themto he Men,, ſuch as Gh 
will accept of and bring to hig eternal 
Kingdom. It bath been ſaid of the 1 
mon People, that they have not Under- 
ſtanding, and Inſtruction is loſt upon 
them; it is indeed a ſad Truth, that theß 
are geperallj diſorderly, and. much Im- 
Plety ig among them; but it is not for _ 
want of Senſe and Capacity, it is only 


their own Neglect and. Careleſineſs, that 


they will not conſider Things, and do not 
3 to Inſtruction. Therefore I have 


endeavoured to ſbem them the Uſe of their 


Reaſon, and to aſſi ft them in Reaſoning, | 


. that as every | Man TOE obliged, they may 4 4 


take. heed hom they hear, and may per- 
| ſuade themſelves to 4 God Gd 
* of 1 tbem, as, Wee MP. 5 


HAVING p ur 975 to few my Opini- 
on f the Church of England, 40 it ze 
| eſtabliſhed, by 4 Lam, apd. to contribute. 
10 ei . 1 here LN Notice 
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6 ©» ThePREFACE 
es one Thing, which tends to the Ruin of 
it, and that is, There are Diviſions a- 
mongſt us. The Church 7s in Perils. a- 
mong miſtaken Brethren, whoſe Principles 
would de ſtroy thoſe good Laws, by which 
the Church is eſtabliſhed. The GOSPEL 
in it's natural Tendency, cauſeth the Wolf. 

and the Lamb to lie down together ; but 
violent Paſſions by no Means become Chri- 
ſtians. They ſhould be meek towards one 
another, gentle towards their Paſtors 
; that feed them, ſubje& to the Powers 
that defend them, and ſhould not ſpeak 
evil of Dignities. The Laws of our 
Country agree with thoſe of the GOS- 
PEL, and eftabliſh a Church reformed 
From great Errors, and beautified with 4 
convenient Decency. Theſe ſhould doubly 
unite us in the Bond of Peace. The 
Law is fulfilled. in one Word, even in 
this, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf: But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not con- 
ſumed one of another. Gal. v. 4, 15. 
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I have done my Endeavour, according 
to my Ability, and bope it will have ſome 
Efßecl, to perſuade Men to conſider their 
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FE at Cr oo Rs fr, 
The PREFACE. 
Ways, to the Increaſe of Faith, Virtue 
and Peace. I have employ'd an Argument, 
which I am perſwaded is of the greateſt 
Weight, in the Management whereof there 
are ſome Repetitions, or the ſame Reaſons 
in other Words. I ſuppeſe there cannot be 
I too much ſaid to enforce this Argument, 

| and imprint it upon the Mind, which is too 
apt to be Careleſs, an Argument of ſo 
vaſt Importance, as that which may con- 
vince Men of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
making good Uſe of that moſt excellent 
Faculty of Reaſon, and that which will 
make all other Arguments take Effet, 


Pf... a. Ae. 


THERE are many Perſous who hade 


ſome Thoughts of Religion, and approve 5 


little Purpoſe. The Cauſe of this Failing 
7s, that Reaſon hath not fixed in the Mind 
4 perſuaſive Principle, that ſhews the 
e Neceſſity of doing what is agreeable tio 
- | Reaſon. The Heart ig not well grounded 
. and ſettled by rational thinking, Thus ma- 


1 

4 2 | 

y | of good Inſtructions, but yet 0 very 
e 

n 


'g | whilſt they own the Doctrine to be good, „ 
ial but it proves à vain Thing to them, becauſe 
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ir they are not fully perſuaded of the Obli- 


ay Perſons read Volumes without Effect, 2 
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hear and read the Word to 
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ſon in Religion, the Negleft whereof is the Cauſe 
of want of a of Os . V. 1 1 1 : 


'F 1. Religion is ina great Meaſure diſcouerable by Human 
Neuſon, being applied to ph yy to learn the Know 
"_ of 8 


II. Human Reaſon i is not alem o if it falf ; bub Di 8 


wine Aſſiſtance is to be Ys and Man 8 Weakneſs 3 
7s to be e ood 85 


IV. Human Reaſon, in the Fiete U e of it, is is eile - 
by Divine Power, and enabled to. attain 10 4 Future 5 
State of Happineſs. 


FX The Way 70 abr aan 4 Divine Tofu uence, or - the 8 Deg 
Ks 15 oy an ticular N 8 40 our on Fans: 1 JE 


VL The Nature of Man s Wi Il, Now: fo ao in what SE 
Ne Man ts properly ſaid, to bave 5 Free-Will. 


vu. The Power and Efficacyof Divinz Grace, and be. 


ther the ſame be always refiftable or al n | 
in ſhe Converfion of a Sinner. „ 
n vn n „ OL 
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1 The CONTENTS. 
VIII. The concurrent Operation of Divine Grace, t 


tber with Man's Endeavours, and the NO 7 2 
each hath in the Work of Converſion. 


IX. The Advantage of the Chriſtian Infltution, 3 in DA 
Proying the Power of Death, and giving eternal Life. 


X. The Certainty of Salvation in the Merit of Feſus 
Chriſt, ſatisfying the inſinite 7 of God. 


XI. The Divinity of Chriſt, as he is eternal and equal | 
with the Father, without roms wy ile 
an Faith is vain. 
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XII. The Civic betwiaet God an Al's in Chrif, ns 


. Man s Obligation fo Nen his Part of _ Cove- 
nant. 


| XIII. Juſtification by Faith, and how r we are julie 
=P by Works. 


. XIV. Good 77 orks neceſſarily . from a true Faith, 
A = and muſs be built upon that Foundation. CS 


XV. An Enquiry after Happineſs, bow it is attained 1 
TW, zſdom or the Exerciſe of Reaſon, according to Solo- 
mon, Happy is the Man that fndeth Wi dom. 


XVI. The Duty of Perſeverance which crowns the | 
Mort of a Chriſtian, and this Queſtion conf dder d, 
whether a Man can fall from Grace. 


XVII. The Concluſion, Fear God and keep his Command: 
i 8 ments, for this is the whole Duty of Man. 


XVI II. 4 Def of the Church of England, haue 
that to be the moſt excellent en 8 


r the Whole it is intended to 15 dhe 
middle Way, between the two Extreams of alcrib- 
ing all, or nothing at all, to Man's e 


We Tue 


7 8 
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The Neceſſity of a diligent Uſe of Human 
Reaſon in Religion, the Neglect where- 
of is the Cauſe of want of Grace, of 
Ignorance, Infidelity, Wickedneſs, and 

Hereſy. . „ e 


The USE of 


[uUMAN REASON, 


Tis; 8575 
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Hs firſt Diſcourſe is the Foun- 
dation, upon which all the Reſt 
depend, and are made effectual to 
perſuade; for Diſcourſe ſignifies 
nothing, except Reaſon conſider 
it, and to it all the Command- 
ments are directed. Inſtruction 
derives it's Being from Reaſon, 


and the Capacity of a rational Mind; except Reaſon 
receive it, it is all one as if it were ſpoken to 3 5 
ys i | 0 1 . ; is | 1 e K us 
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w * * 0 . . . 


= 


12 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 


This is the firſt Cauſe, why Men are ignorant, un- 


ſteady, perverſe, and obſtinate againſt good n- 
ing; they have not confider'd, and do not under- 


ſtand, how they are obliged by the Law of Nature, 


to make good Uſe of their Reaſon. They do 


Mat. xxv. 
1 55 16. 5 


not underſtand, that God requires the Uſe of his 
Gifts in Proportion to their Goodneſs, and will de- 
mand an Account of them, according to his infinite 
Juſtice, as our Saviour intimates in his Parable of 
the Talents. The Kingdom of Heaven is as a Man tra- 


velling into a far Country, who called his Servants, and 


deliver'd unto them his Goods. 


THis is explained by the following Diſcourſe, 


and the general Deſign of our Argument is, to ſhew 
how it comes to paſs, that Chriſtians make not a 


good Uſe of their Talents, but bury them as it were 


are 


under Ground, when they profit little under the 


Means of Grace. They read the holy Scriptures, 
and hear good Sermons, yet are little better for them; 
many Perſons come frequently to Church, and go 


__ a; vitious as oy were before; whilſt others 
better edified, and attain to acceptable Degrees 
of Holineſs, The Reaſon in ſhort is this, — * a 


proceeds and Preaching takes Effect, as Men ſhew 
themſelves Men, in the beſt Part of human Nature, 
that is, in the good Uſe of human Reaſon, which 


Prov. viii. 
35. 


is their Chief natural Faculty. For God will not 


ha Grace to careleſs Men, who will not give unto \ 


im the Uſe of their Reaſon. He that ſindeth i. 


dom findeth Life, and ſhail obtain_Favour of the Bord. 
_ Gow is at a Diſtance becauſe : of Sin, as a Man 
in a far Country, and hath appointed Work for his 
Servants, His Work is rightly called Religion, & ſee- 


ing we are by Nature bound to ſerve our Creator, 
arid becauſe his principal Reſidence, his glorious Pre- 
ſence is in Heaven, we muſt /cek after him by ratio- 


Religio à religo, quòd mentem religet; Religion binds the 


— 
„ 75 


1 s 
þ . = ” 
-  _ 4 
4 "44 Sx; Iv i; * Sen 4 * 


— 


In RELIG ION, 8 T POS 
nal Enquiries, Thou ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him with Deut. iv. 
all thy Heart and with all thy Soul. Human Reaſon, 29. 
being weakened by Sin, is improved by Uſe, andac- 
cordingly eſteemed of God; but if it is neglected, 
it is deprived. of Improvement in the natural Way, 
and of ſuper-natural Aſſiſtance. Grace adds nothing 
to unactive Reaſon, becauſe there is an Abuſe of 
God's good Gift, and a Neglect of his Work. Such 
Neglect is a Contempt of God, and brutiſh Behavi- 
gur towards the Almighty Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
Whoſo loveth Tnftruttion loveth Knowledge; but he that Prov. xii. 
bateth "Reproof. i: Waſh. oo on no gb | 
"Human Nature being corrupted, there muft be 
a Converſion in Man, to bring him nigh unto God, 
and his Grace is the principal Cauſe of Converſion. 
But Grace is ſo ordered, as to leave room for Man's 
natural Endowments; Vertue is neither infuſed by 
Grace alone, nor acquired by Reaſon alone, but is 
effected by both together; Man can do nothing with- 
out God, and God will do nothing without the 
Man: He muſt oppoſe corrupt Nature, and ſnew 
his Care to ſerve his God: But if he adheres to cor- 
rupt Nature, he will be permitted to act as a free 
Agent, and as he little regards the Work of God, 
he will as meanly grow. in Grace. So that he who 
will be wicked, till Grace makes him religious, is 
likely to continue wicked; as the Angel ſaith to 


Daniel, Many ſhall be purified and made white and tri- Dan. xii, 
ed, but the wicked ſball do wickedly, and none of tbe 
Wicked fhall underſtand, but the Wife ſball underſtand. 
Bur licentious Men believe not Revelation, be- 

cauſe they like not the Commandment, and they 
have a Sort of Creed of their own. © They believe in 
God, and his infinite Goodneſs ; whence they raſh-, 

ly conclude, that he will pardon the little Follies of 

this World, as they are pleaſed-to-call them. How -- 
know they that God will do ſo? It is a bold Ven- 

ture, to hazard Eternity upon ſuch a Suppoſition. 

The Goodneſs of God will not allow Men to ar 3 


14 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
piſe Religion, and encourage Impiety. God is alſo 
| juſt and holy. And where is the Obedience due to I Y 
infinite Majeſty? Men think theſe little Matters, be- 
_ cauſe they conſider not the Majeſty of God, and that I © 
Diſobedience is the Eſſence of Sin. The Sin of 4- 1 
1 Sam. xv. dam ſeems little to inconſiderate Men, but Rebellion 
18 againſt God is as the Sin of Witchcraft, and Stubborn- 
neſs is as Iniquity and Idolar  * 
* Ir is moreover a high Proyocation, that Men de- 
ſpiſe the Goodneſs of God, and believe not his Re- 
velations; How do they honour God, and what 
Grounds have they for eternal Happineſs? If the 
be charitable, as ſome vitious Men are, their Work. | 
is of ſome Value, but will not attone for their Vi- 
ces, and making a Jeſt of ſacred Things. If Men 
believe in God, how dare they aftiym that he hath 
not revealed his Will, when there is ſo much Rea- 
ſon to believe it? How dare they venture Eternity 
upon ſo weak a Bottom as Fleſh and Blood, that is, 
loaden with Sin and Corruption. It is raſh to ima- 
gine, that our mortal Nature can raiſe it ſelf to im- 
mortal Glory, and as vain to ſuppoſe, that Men may 
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Pfal. xii. live as they pleaſe, and ſay, I ho is Lord over us? 
4 A careful Uſe of Reaſon, having Grace to aſſiſt 


tit, rectifies theſe Miſtakes, and conſtitutes a Rehgi- 
ous Diſpoſition. For altho God giveth Grace at 
his own Pleaſure in ſeveral Degrees, yet he beſtows 
his Favours regularly, and his Goodneſs operates with 


Hof.xii.6. the Soul in proper Exerciſes, Wait on thy God conti- 


Pſal. xv. Mually. The Secret of the Lord is with them that fear 


14 bim, and he will ſhew them his Covenant. But con- 


trary Motions produce contrary Effects; Neglect of 
\. Reaſon cauſes a Contempt of Religion; Contempt 
of Religion ſettles an irreligious Mind, and tho” a 
Man cannot command Grace, yet it is his own Fault 


Pfal. x. 13. if he be Graceleſs. JYherefore doth the Wicked con- 


temn God? He bath ſaid in his Heart, thou wilt not re- 
quire it. ee e 


RELI- 


1 RELIGION, S. ug 
RELIGION is the Work of God, and a Duty 
we owe unto him for this Life; becauſe he hath gi- 
ven us Being, and the Neceſſaries of Life; we oug 

to ſerve. him with the Powers he gave us, and leave 
it to himſelf to diſpoſe of us. When we have done 
all Things that our Lord hath commanded, -we have | 
only done our Duty, and are unprofitable Servants. Luke xvii. , | 
If God is pleaſed to Reward us, it is not of Debt 10. 
or of Thanks, but of his Grace and Mercy. But 
ſince God hath promiſed eternal Life, and only re- 
"quires an old Debt, accepts leſs than is due to him, [ 
and helps us to perform our Duty, ſhould we yet we 
. a extraordinary Means? When the Means are 

ſufficient, we ſhould not demand more than is neceſ- — 
fary. ¶ hat could have been done more to his Vineyard, Iſa. v. 4. 
that be hath not done in it?? 9 ll 
Wx ſhould not _ Miracles always to attend 
us, and to be guided by a Star, as the Magi were, 
„do the Saviour of the World: If a Man ſpends the 
Pay in Drunkenneſs, and chuſe to journey in the 

dark Night, would he be conducted by a Light fromm 

Heaven, and miraculouſly deliver'd from Danger? 
Much rather ſhould we act prudently in Religion, 
as that is of the greateſt Conſequence. But if Men 
ſtupify their own Minds, and refuſe the Light of 
Truth, they ſoon fall into Errour : And as God 
thinks fit to puniſh their Neglect, by withdrawing 
his Favour from them, he will permit them to wan” 
der in the Miſts of their own Minds, and to be led Mat. vi, 
SZ 8 T9. 
WuũuEN Religion is not well conſidered of, and 
Men are careleſs in ſo great a Concern, being indul- 
gent to corrupt Nature, they eaſily imbibe ill Prin- 
ciples, and will not be perſuaded to a good Life. 
Some unworthily ſet their Hearts upon this World, 
and prefer it to the heavenly Glory, others live 
„without God in the World; ſome will not believe 
I his Word, others corrupt the Faith, taking up young We 
.. | Notions of God, and of his Mercy in Jeſus Chrift. 


Whence 
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16 Ihe Dſe of Human Reaſoh 


a Tim. iii. ritual Affairs, being Lovers of their own” Selves, un: 


3. 


Rom. ii. but meanly perform them. Whereas the Goodneſs 
. 
Pfÿall xxx. his Mercy ſhould teach them to fear him. Becauſe 


A os he gives us the bleſſed Opportunity of ſerving him, 


= Job xv. higheſt Aggravation of Sin, which drinketh Iniquity 


Allar. 4, 12. ſideration, and obſtructs its Operations, ſo that Men 


| Pal. lviii. Ear, but as to a right Underſtanding, they bear not 


5. 


 Whence Chriſtians are moſt * b z they take 
- Encouragement to be more diſobedient, becauſe 
God hath ſhewed greater Kindneſs, as many are more 
Wicked, becauſe: God hath given them Wealth. 
For ſo God is requited for his temporal Benefits, 
and after the ſame Manner bad Chriſtians act in ſpi- 


UNGRATETUL Men throw the Gift at the 
Giver's Head, aſſault the Soveraignty of God, and, . 
employ his 1 to abuſe the Image of God, and 
diſhonour · the infinite Majeſty of Heaven, ſo do 
Chriſtians baſely treat the God of infinite Goodneſs, 
whilſt they expect Mercy to ſave their Souls, When 
they have no Reſpect to his Commandments, or do 


of God ſhould lead Men to Repentance, and even 


Af 


and to provide for our immortal Souls. He is to be 
feared for this very T hing, left his Mercy being a- 
buſed ſhould turn to Wrath, and to our: greater 
Condemnation. For neglect of Kindneſs is a high 
Provocation, and Contempt of God's Mercy is the 


AA ²˙ l . "OOF PPAR 
Bor Corrupt Nature, being ſuffered to rule, in- 
ſtead of Reaſon, perverts the Divine Mercy into an 
Occaſion of Sin; This corrupt Fountain overſpreads 
the Mind with Filth, except it be cleanſed by Con- 


ſee and do not perceive, they hear and do not un- 
derſtand. They bear Witneſs againſt themſelves, in 
that they approve of an eloquent Diſcourſe, yet Will 
not put it in Practice; becauſe they perceive not the 
neceſſity of Praftifing. They hear with the outward 


the Voice of the Charmer, Charm he neuen ſo wiſely. 
They perceive not the Danger of Sin, nor che : | 
1 N A 


|. 


* 
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1 RELIGION; „ 1 


ſons of a good Life, becauſe they. are wilfully negli- 
| gent, * ll not a 115 their Minds to conſider 
t 


em. If thou apply thy” Heart to underſtanding, thou Prov. u. 


Halt Py the Ns Bled of God, for the Lord giveth 2.5. 
Wiſdom, if t he Greg for her, as for hid Treaſures. 


Ir is an Evidence of the Power of corrupt Na- 


ture, and of Man's Neglect of proper Means, (where- 
by its failing may be much amended, altho' it can- 


not be made perfect in this Life) that there are ſuch 
ſtrange Contradictions in Men, beſides the notori- 
ous Si ins of the World. Some learned Men take 2 
E Turn, in the Uſe of their Reaſon, that is, 
to a e gn Religion, and to deftroy the 
greateſt of chis Liſe, ny Hope of fature Hap- 
2 There are others that argue well for Reli- 
fv contradict it in their Lives; as the Pha- 
756 id, who far in Moſes's Chair, and yet were 
8 dad Men. There are Men of good Breeding, 
Pretences to N Manners, yet guilty o 
ber oſt rich Men are little inclined Lake; xii, 
to 2 good, not conſidering, rbat unto whom much is tar of. 
given, of bim much will be required. pods 
Ir is a further Evidence of corrupt Wan this „ 
among all Ranks of Men, there is an abominable 81 85 
Pride; and that is the reateſt Contradiction to Rea- 
fon, that Sinners ſhoul be proud, inſtead of hum- 
bling themſelves with the deepeſt Humility, before 


the Alm 5 Lord of all the World. rde ap- 


pears in ſeveral Shapes and Sizes; but there is too 
2 of it, in the leaſt Degree, and the moſt mo- 
deſt Petz There is i great Pride in great 
Men and in the loweſt Rank of Men, there is more 
Pride than becomes the higheſt of Mankind. All 
Sorts of Perſons are more or leſs tainted with this 1 
Vice, and many other Failings, not excepting the rag vid. 
Author himſelf. Fur when 7 would de good, 1 155 me”; 


Preſent with me. 


Now, I fay, as the Scripture commands andex- The is. 
Rs We * to live * INE and 23 3 
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$ 18. The Uſe e Wo Human Reaſon, 


ly. in this Ki en. World, and to avoid the common 
Voices of the World; Injuſtice, Drunkenneſs, Strife, 
Col. iii. 5. Malice, Slander, Reve e, and all finful Lufts of 
>» the Flach, and Covetou geld, Which 1s Ling 
becauſe, it engroſſeth the Heart, and makes 


* vi. truſt in Riches, rather than in the Uving God. And 


ſince we are, at the beſt, Offenders againſt God, we 
ought to humble our Selves before im, and do be 
ſorrowful even for our natural Corruption. God hath 


e ſhewed thee, O Man! What is go z and what doth 


the Lord require of thee, but to. 7 A jun and too 
love . and to w . — ien 1 by God? | 
But Men walk the contrary and the Neglect 


of Reaſon, is the chief a of fall other F Failings; 
that is, in ſeveral m ces they fall ſhort. of bei 
Men, and diſhonour emſelves together with God. 
For he is not truly a Man, Who is Hot a Man of Ren: 
ſon; and it is for want of being a Man in ſome De: 
* pree, that any Perſon is ſo far, not a Friend of God, 
Pl. v. 5: and falls ſhort. of the Favours he might receive from 
him. The. fooliſh Man ſuall not fand in bis Sight. 
T us it comes to er by P ele of Vonſidera· 
tion, and as this Neglect increaſeth, Men ſtill in- 
creaſe in Wickednels and heap upon 1 themſelves the 
Wrath of God. As CareleſineG cauſeth a en 
neſs of Mind, and an Indiſpoſition towards nan 
ſo the Contempt rovoketh God, and then alſa they 
want that Strength, which. 8 he wou'd 1 
ſtow upon them. Cod worketh in Man, 1 5 
Will, and to do of his good Pleaſure, to w 
thoſe who work out their own Salvation. But as 
he thinks fit, in his Diſpleaſure, he ceaſeth his * 
Influence: Asche withdraws his vital Influence from 
Bodies, according to their 1 N to retain Life z 
om Souls, 
"according to the Incapacity of the Miud. For in a 
Adds. xvil. Spiritual, as well as in a natural Senſe: Fry, bim we 
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28, Ave and move and have our Being. t this: We malt 
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World, That God in his : 
Means pad ſecond Cauſes, which ſhall naturally pro- 


duce proper Effects. 
Rule 10 81 


Aduerſtanding, vor yet 
n 


Means, to 


N 


a Ant wer Gk. 


I the firſt Place, it muſt L 


Wiſdom hath appointed 


And he hath preſerlbel His 
mſelf, That Means and ſecond Cauſes ſhall 
produce Effects, 


y the Works of Men ſucceed; according to 


1 according to the Uſe of thoſe Means, 
and the Powers of ſecond Cauſes ; this is the general 
1 _ in all Caſes z accordingly we obſerve, that gee 


| 19 . 1 
' tain Rule, Which is obſervable through the 8 , 


plication of Meatis. He becotneth poor, that Prov. x. 
the Ap with a ſlack” Hand; but the Hand of the + 


1 Pagen maketh Rich. Strong Men overcome the 
Wenk, and Wiſdom is better than ſtrength; but 


on p ieular Occafions, God hath reſerved to 


to them all. 


Kimſe Liberty, either to proſper Means, or over- 
tule them by his Providence, 25 then the Race is Eccl. in. 
oy fy nor the Battle to the Strong, neither . 

get Broad te the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of Un. 
avonr 5 Men of, Wan bur Time 


HUMAN RE ASON'is the principal Means, and 


all neceſſary ' Thin „ According to rational and juſt 


Rules. Beeauſe C od being juſt and holy, requires 
| Juſtice and good Order in . Creatures; God is 
diſpoſed 0 be very kind to Men, if the abt as be- 
cometh Men; but he is reſolved to deal with them 
as free Agents, and to have them employed in the 
Uſe of Means. It is from the general Rule of Means, 
' that chere are ſo many different Degrees of Men, and 
that the le weſt ought to be contented; God hath | 
as much Regard to the Poor, as to the Rich; but 


his Rule muſt be obſerved; and he is al ways moſt 
friendly to the Means of Virtue and Religion. Who- 


fo ts @ dior Fo 1510 Wok, that Mew nes be bleed in, 
By SP 8 


bis Deed, 


, *®— 


the Chief of ſecond Cauſes, inthe Natural Man. Here- | 
by Man is to . overn himſelf, and make Uſe of other 
erve his own Being, and to provide 


. 8 


20 The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
HE Goodneſs of God obligeth him to provide for 
his Creatures, that they may have Things neceflary 
to ſupport the natural Life; but at the ſame Time, 
his Wiſdom obligeth him to the Uſe of Means, in 
the Exerciſe of his Goodneſs; and where Means are 
wanting, he hath ordered Vertue to ſupply that Want, 
as an Aſſiſtant to his Providence. He Fach ordered 
; Charity to act for him, for the Relief of poor Men; 
pl. xli. 1, and bleſſed is he that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord 
all deliver him in the Time of Trouble. God of 
Ixviii. 10. his Goodneſs hath fo prepared for the Poor; and he 
values the Poor Man more, as he wanteth worldly 
Advantages, provided he alſo practice the Virtues of 
Patience and Contentment. After the ſame Manner, 
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fortable Support of the Soul. It is only neglect of 
the Means and Contempt of Religion, that is the * 
por div. Cauſe of their Want. The Simple inherit Folly, but 
1 1 IV. zhe prudent are crowned with Knowledge. ' © 
Poor Men indeed have the leaſt Adyantages, and 
attain to leſs Knowledge, than they are capable of, 
tor want of Means to aſſiſt them; however they 
are Men; they are endowed with Reaſon, and have 
good Opportunities, which ſhould not be neglected. 
Neglect is their greateſt Impediment. They have 
learned Men to inſtruct them, and they might ac- 
quire ſuch Knowledge, as would be accepted of God, 
who conſiders all Mens Circumſtances, and bleſſeth 
the poor Man's Endeayours. It is thro' the Neg- 
lect of the Uſe of Reaſon, and permitting corrupt 
Nature to prevail, that all Sorts of Perſons depart 
from the right Way. Keaſon is the Principal Facul- 
ty; Man's Conduct depends upon it, and God hath 
not given it in Vain, but for this good Purpoſe, 
that Men may walk orderly in this preſent World. 


4 God hath provided for the Souls of Men; and more 
5 eſpecially in this greater Concern, he requires the 
b Ude of Means, to provide for them all neceſſary 

if Knowledge, which is the Nouriſhment and Com- 


Deut. xii, Le. ſhall walk after the Lord, and fear him. 5 
5 | e N | L i: . | T 


Ia RELIGION, Ge. 


Ix is apparent from common Experience, that 


21 


Men attain Knowledge, according to the Applicati- 
on of their Minds, and the Opportunities of Learning. 
But every Man errs in any Point, to which his Rea- 
ſon is not applied : The meaneſt Man may attain 


uſeful Knowledge, and thoſe that are skilful in ano- 


Religion; becauſe they apply not their Minds to that 
one Thing needful, but rather ſet their Hearts que 


it. They have hardened their Necks, . faith the Lord, 


that they might not hear my Words. But a wiſe 


Man will hear, and will increaſe Learning, and a Man 


of Underſtanding will attain unto-wiſe Councils. 
THE greateſt Impediment to Reaſon, is 


Statez for you cannot ſerve God and Mammon. Tt 


zs a deſperate State of the Mind, when this World 


engroſſeth the Heart, and the Glories of Heaven are 


deſpiſed; as when Men are covetous, altogether 


vers 0 


wry minded, Loyers of Pleaſures, more than Lo- 


ther Way, may periſh for want of Knowledge in 


Jer. xix. 15 
Pro. i. 3. 


the 
Love of this World, which keeps the Mind intent 
upon it. When Men are too much addicted to this 
World, they negle& the Knowledge of a future 


Matth. vi. 
8 
2. Tim. iii. 
8 


God, and act as if they thought his Favour 


not worth looking after. God is reſolved not to be- 
ſtow his heavenly Bleſſings upon ſuch vile Terms. 


Therefore he hath appointed the Troubles of this 
Life, to chaſtiſe the Folly of Men, and in Mercy he 


afflicts Mankind, to looſen their Affections from 


this World, to teach them to think upon another 


Life, and oblige them to uſe their beſt Faculty to 


attain it. For whom the Lord loveth, he correctetb. 
Soy will have his Gifts well employed, and Men 
to behave themſelves decently before him. The Uſe 


of our Reaſon is acceptable to him, and obliges him 
to give us all neceſſary Aſſiſtance; But Careleſlneſs 


lee 


Pro. iii. 127 


* Animus fi eſt excultus, & fi ejus acies ita curata eſt, ut 
ne cæcetur erroribus, fit perfecta Mens, ideſt, abſoluta Ratio, 


quod eſt idem Virtus. Cic. Tuſc. Lib, 5, 
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The Vſe ef Human Reaſon 


is an Affront, and deprives Men of his Favour, ſo 


Pro. xix. that as Men do not employ their Reaſon, to acquire 
a right Nation of God, the Soul ſhall be wirheut 


Knowledge; and as Men are careleſs in their Thoughts, 


they become more and more inſenſible of Du 5 


Pl. ili, 10. 


and proceed to horrid Crimes. But the Fear of the 
Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom, a good Under- 
ſtanding have all they that do thereafter; the Praiſo 


of it endureth for ever, For the Wrath of God a- 


Pſal. xc, 


gainſt Sin, is no leſs than the wiſeſt Men apprehend 
It to bez even as a Man feareth, ſo is thy Diſpleaſure. 

Ir is none of the leaſt Offences, that it is not the 
Fear of God, but only the Laws of Men, which re- 


ſtrain moſt Men from Sin; if it was not for human 


Laws, Wickedneſs wou'd more increaſe, for Want 


of the Knowledge of God: And this want is charg- 
ed upon the Neglect of Reaſon, which is the Occa- 


ſion of Sin, when Men can eſcape the Law. Tony 
hear not with Underſtanding ; therefore God ha 


| Hoſea iv. 


1, 2, 3. 


a Controverſy with Men, becauſe there is no Truth, 


nor Mercy, nor Knowledge of God in the Land. By 


Swearing, and | ing, and Killing, and St li 5 


' £ 6 
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and committing Adultery, they break out, and Blood £ 


toucheth Blood. Therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and 
every one that dwelleth therein ſpall languiſh. My People 


are deſirozed for lack of Knowledge. „ 
Tuts was the Caſe of the Careleſs Jews, and 


it is the fame among Chriſtians, in Proportion to 


| their Negligence, in the Uſe of their Reaſon ; by 


which they ſhould improve in Knowledge. All the 
Cauſe of Men's miſcarriage, and the Decay of Chri- 


ſtian Piety, may be reduced to this one Point. That 


Men do nat conſider the End of their Creation, and 


perſuade themſelves to ſerve their Creator; and do 
not oblige him with the Uſe of their Principal Fa- 
culty, to convince themſelves of the Neceſſity of 


ferving him, and obeying his Commandments. 'There- 


fore, that we may oblige our Creator, to aſſiſt us 


with all neceſſary Helps, and provide for our future 


eee 


% REBEGION, SS. 
Hae 1 hay down this Rule, which does al- 


dy appear to be reaſohable, and "ſhall be proved 


more particularly,” viz. That the Uſe of Human Rca- 
ſon is abſolutely neceſſary in. Religion for the Attainment 
of Faith and Holineſs of Life. © © 

Tux Contrary will alſo appear in a contrary 
Courſe, viz. That the Neglect of Reaſon, and due 
Conſideration, is the Cauſe, that Men do not right- 
ly believe, neither can underſtand, nor are able to 
perform their Duty to God, nor conſequently can 


attain to eternal Happinefs. But if a Man doth on- 


ly confider, that he was created a Man, having a 
reaſonable Soul, for what End he was created, for 


what End he had the noble Gift of Reaſon beſtow- 
ed upon him, he will become a good Servant of God, 


by his Aſſiſtance, and will be for ever happy in him; 


| becauſe God is a faithful Creator; we may commit 


our Souls into his Hand, and he will preſerve his own 
Image in the Souls of Men. If we act like reaſon- 
able Men, we may depend upon the infinite Good- 


23 


neſs of God. God is able to make all Grace abound * Cor. it. 


towards You, that you always having all ſufficiency in all-* 


Things, may abound to every good Work. - 
"REASON has been unworthily traduced, and ac- 
counted an Enemy to Religion; whereas it is its 
greateſt Friend, and Religion cannot conſiſt with- 


Gut it. It is the Excellency of Man, and it is that 


which God ſpeaks to in his Word; It is all Man's 
natural Capacity, by which he can acquire a Know- 


ledge of God, and God expects ſuch a Knowledge 
geln him. It is all that he hath within himſelf, to 


render him capable of Obedience, and all that God 
| hath to ground his Commands upon; it is as it were 


a Steward to God, and to it he ves his Orders, = 
t is {et over the 


* 
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to govern his Family on Earth. 
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* Quum diſpigere cæperimus & ſentire quid ſimus & quid ab 
animantibus differamus, tum ea inſequi incipiemus ad qua na- 
ti ſumus. Cic. 5. de Finibus. 115 e 


e. xxvii.after his Creator: He hath juſtly ſet a Value upon 


24 Ihe Uſe of Human Reaſon 
| Will, Affections, and Paſſions, to appoint their ſe- 
veral Seryices, and dire& them to proper Objects; 
It is a Light to the Eye of Faith, and no more an . 
Enemy to it, than an obedient Servant is to a pru- 
dent Maſter, Having alſo Servants under bim. 
Ir will eaſily be granted, that all Knowledge is 
attained by the Uſe of. Reaſon, this Exerciſe conſiſts 
in ſerious Thaughts, Study, and Confideration 3 
and this is the Labour of the Mind, which mult 


„ bath ſomewhere a better Price. By the Labour of 
Pro. . 5: the Mind, a Man buyeth Wiſdom, and weigheth 
the Importance of Things; ſurveyeth the Heavens, 
and enquireth after God. But without the Uſe of Rea» 
fon, Man cannot learn any Science; not the little 
Sciences of this World, much leſs that of the high» 
eſt Importance, the Knowledge of God, which 
leadeth to eternal Happineſs : This is Wiſdom in- 
dced, and as it is moſt valuable, it is not to be ac- 
quired without Labour, and Exerciſe of the Mind. 
Prov. iii. Happy is the Man that findeth Wiſdom, and the Man 
*3- . bat geit nne 8 
TAE Soul of Man is an active Principle, and 
 wouid always he in Motion; therefore God hath 
deſigned for it, proper Exerciſes; he hath made it 
Man's Buſineſs, as he is qualify'd for it, 10 enquire 


23. 4 


4 eternal Life, and laid Difficulties in Raga that 
it may coſt ſome Labour to attain it. He hath made 
Truth a hidden Treaſure, that Man may ſearch af- 
ter it. Therefore Religion is ſo contrived, and the 
Word of God is ſo ordered, that Man may be well 
employ'd, he muſt ſtudy to underſtand it, and per- 
ſuade himſelf to practice it: This is the greateſt 
Difficulty, that a Man perſuade himſelf to practice 
the Duties of Religion; and this he will 3 if 
Pro. ii. 2, B apply his Heart 10 Underſtanding. OOO 
gt MorEtoveR, Holineſs is the proper Qualifica- 
tion for the heavenly Life, a Man muſt acquire a 


bi a PIFY a. 4 St nd as Aa __ ; 


needs be of ing, Value, than bodily Labour, and 


virtuous Difpoſition, and a Temper ſuitable to Hea- 
yen. Therefore God requires of him to learn Ver- 
tue, altho' it is Difficult to corrupt Nature; the 
Reward is infinitely more valuable than the Labour. 
He that grudgeth the Pains, deſpiſeth the Benefit, 
and affronts the infinite Majeſty. . It is moſt highly 
reaſonable, and God will act according to Reaſon, 
that none ſhall enjoy the heavenly Happineſs, who 
BI will not employ his Thoughts about it, and uſe his 
- iff Reaſan, his molt. excellent Faculty, to obtain that 
moſt excellent Reward. Without Holineſs no Man Heb. xi, 
Hall ſee the Lord, 5 
HN CE is the Cauſe of all Men's failing, and 
their falling ſhort of Happineſs; they firſt fall from 
being Men. They throw away their Reaſon, as to 
its principal Uſe, and beſtow it altogether upon this 
World. They act not as reaſonable Men, with 
Reſpect to God, but like irrational Creatures, hav- 
ing no Vertue, no Knowledge, no Love of things 
molt lovely, nothing agreeable to God; they can- 
not be like unto God, who refuſe to be Mer, and 
are unworthy of their Manhood. It will be our 
Happineſs, x Ga we quit our Selves like Men, in the 
Uſe of our Reaſon, without which, we are not 
Men, but degenerated. into Brutes. Nothing will 
be wanting, if we be perſuaded to be Mex, in the 
good Ulſe of our rational Mind. Wiſdom is before Pro. xvii. 
him that bath Underſlanding.  *% 
Ir is abſolutely, neceſſary, that a Man confider 
and examin Things by Reaſon, before he depend 
upon them. Becauſe in this our corrupt State, E- 
vil is covered with a Pretence of Good, and careleſs | 
Men are as eaſily deceived, as Birds, Beaſts, or 1 5 
Fiſhes, whilſt the Eagerneſs of their Appetites ful 
pends the Exerciſe of Reaſon, and they raſhly act, 
as if they had no Reaſon at all. But it is our Part to 
N our Reaſon free and unbyaſſed, that it maß 
rm an impartial Judgment, and make the * Appe- 


-  * Efficiendum eſt, ut Appetitus Rationi obediat, & c. Cic. i. Offic, 
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26 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
tite ſubje& to it. Some of the wiſer Gentiles, alctho* IN 
ignorant of true Religion, underſtood by their own 8 
eaſoning, that Human Reaſon was the moſt excel- I 
lent * Gift of God, and had a Work ſuitable to the 
Dignity of it's Nature, a Work worthy of God to 
require; and now we better underſtand, what the 
Will of God is, * Revelation of his holy Word. 
Pſal. cxix His Mord is a Light unto our Pat. 
105 TRHE Word of God is an Afiſtant to Human 
B Reaſon, and intended to improve it. It is ll the 
1 Office of Reaſon to govern the Mind, and the + Du- || © 
4 ty of all other Faculties, to be govern'd by it. As 
1 a + Patrimony is left by Man to Man, ſo is Reafon 
1 to a Man by God. He muſt employ it to the beſt 
4 Advantage, and that is certainly in Religion; in the 
Service of the Creator, and the Benefit to be ex- 


I 
| 0 
| _ pected from ſo honourable a Service. It is a Patri- 
| Matth. vi, mony with which we mult traffick for, and lay up 
2% 'Treafures in another World. It may be hoped from x 
| ©” the Goodneſs of God, that he will regard our At- 
* tention to this Work: But there is no Reaſon he 
Fi ſhould give his heavenly Kingdom, except we ſeek 
| 33: it, and a Qualification for it, that is, the Righteouſ- 
J) ĩ˙ Oe On 
| I am not afferting, that Human Reaſon is ſufficient, 
| but that a Man's Hoppinef depends upon the Uſe of 


= Reaſon, ſo far, that without a careful Uſe of that ex- 
1 cellent Gift, he cannot attain Salvation, according 
1 to the general Appointment of the Creator, and 
; Lord of this ain Family; but by a prudent Ma- 


nagement of that Talent, he ſhall not fail, by the 
Divine Afliftance, to make his Calling and N 
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| _* Animus. eſt ingeneratus a Deo. 1. de Legibus. 


I Nihil eſt, non dicam in Homine, ſed in omni Cælo at 


2 


que Terra, Ratione Divinius, quz cum adolevit & perfecta eſt, 
gominatur rte Sapie nei. IIe. 1 
+ Munus Animi eft Ratione uti. Cic. 3, Tuſc. ut Patrimo- 
nium homini ab homine relinquitur : Sic Ratio homini a Deo, 
3, de nat, Deorum. e RR 


; | 


* 


c 
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ſure, js OY: the Praiſe of God, Well done thou Mar. xxv. 

good and faithful Servant, with an Admiſſion into 

his heavenly Kingdom, Enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. 23. 
1 v.M.a N\ Reaſon it ſelf, is a neceſſary Inſtrument 

for this End, and being the beſt Part of a Man, it 

is the principal Means, that he hath within himſelf. 

It is capable of Improvement, and it muſt be our 

Care to improve it. As it improves in Knowledge 

it layeth. hold on other Means, which Providence 

hath appointed for Inſtruction; and as it is eſteem- 

ed of God, it procureth Aſſiſtance from himſelf, 

who loveth his own Image in Man; and then the 

Soul being united to Chriſt by Faith, by Degrees, 


increaſeth with the Increaſe of God, unto. a perfect Col. ii. 19. 


Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs ꝑphef. iv, 
of Chriſt. But without a careful Wſe of our own 13. 
Reaſon, no other means will take Effect. For God 


hateth an idle Perſon, he doth not encourage the ſloth- 
ful Servant, and no Man can be Vertuous, except he 


be diligent to perſuade himſelf of the Neceſſity of 
being ſo. Study to ſhew thy Self approved unto God. Tim. ii. 
 Tr1s Truth is proved from the Perfection of i;, 
God, from the Nature of Man, from the Tenor of 
God's Word, and from the manner of his Dealing 
with Men, as it is to be obſerved throughout the 
Scriptures, and in the whole Courſe of his Provi- 
dence. And here we ſhall obſerve. in a few Words. 
That God hath revealed himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
and at ſuch Diſtances of Time, as that Men mighr 
not be forced out- of their natural Courſe, nor pre- 
vented from being free Agents; that God gave the 
Power of Miracles, as the fitteſt Way for his Pur- 
poſe, which was only to aſſiſt Human Reaſon, and that 
was not to be an over- powering Aſſiſtance, but only 
ſufficient to conyince reaſonable Men, and that they 
ſhould convince themſelves too, by their own Care, 
Remembrance, and Conſideration, of God's Works. 
The Ground Work is the Perfection of God, and | 
the Nature of Man, whom he created for bis an IIa. xiii, 


PC. cxlvi. 
17. 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 

THE Infinite Perfection of God, is the Founda- 
tion of all his Diſpenſations and Dealings with Men. 
The Perfection of God obligeth him not to quit his 
Right, nor diſſolve that Relation, which he hath to 
his Creatures, but he muſt be their Soveraign, and 
they his Subjects. The Lord is righteous in all his 
Ways, and holy in all Works. The Perfection of 
God cannot judiciouſly permit any Diſobedience, nor 
any Deviation from that State and regular Order, 


wherein he created any Being. God may permit” 


free 1 * to act, but muſt require an Account of 
their 


Ctions, and judge according to Right; the 


infinite Juſtice of muſt ſhew it ſelf, give Laws 
to his Creatures, and preſerve good Order by rati- 
_ onal Means, amongſt rational Beings  _ 

TE Infinite Wiſdom of God, obligeth him to 


his Creatures, nor to hinder the Exerciſe of 


act by proper Means, not to ſtop the free AR 2 
thoie 


Powers, which he had given to be uſed; nor pre- 
vent the Evil of Sin, which followed the Abuſe of 


thoſe Powers: But the Creature, which chooſeth 


Evil, muſt anſwer for his Fault, and ſuffer a juſt 
Puniſhment, according to the Dictates of infinite 
Juſtice, and the Quality of the Perſon offended. Sin 


being committed againſt infinite Majeſty, is an infi- 
nite Evil; and could not be acquitted by the Judge 


of all the World, but in an equitable Manner, con- 
ſiſtent with the Honour of God, according to the 


Rectitude of his Nature. 


Ir was not conſiſtent with his infinite Wiſdom, 
to hinder the Power of the Devil, or to obſtruct his 


free Agency, but as God thinks fit to reſtrain him 


for juſt Cauſes, and by proper Means; altho' that 


evil Spirit deſtroyed his Angelical Perfection by Sin, 


yet he retained his natural Strength, and is mighty 


in Wickedneſs; he was caſt into Hell, there to 


ed i. . 
Eph. ii. 2. 


have his principal Reſidence, yet he wandereth to 
and fro in the 5 


ture 


arth, and is a Prince of the Power 


of the Air; according to the Strength of his Na- 


In RELIGION, &c. 29 
ture, and endeavours to enlarge his Dominion, by 
alluring Men into Sin: Our firſt Parents fell into 
his Snare, and the Condition of Mankind being to be 1 . 
pitied, becauſe by one Man's Diſobedience, many **: 2 
were made Sinners; therefore the Divine Mercy in- 
terpoſes, and by the obedience of one, ſhall many be 
made Righteous?  . 4 e 

Ir is not conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Maje- 
ſty of God to demean himſelf, by a frequent Con- 
verſe with Men, but as a rational a”, is capable, 
It is our Buſinefs 10 enquire after him. Conſideration 0% ii 
muſt lead us to a Knowledge of God, and of our 17. 
ſelves; it will ſhew us our State, what Relation 
we have to our Creator, and how we ought to be- 
have our ſelves towards him; and whilſt we en- 
uire after him, he will look graciouſſy upon us. 
They that ſeek the Lord, ſhall not want any good pfal. ix. 
Thing, and he will never forſake them that ſeck 10. 
him. But Slothfulneſs caſteth into a 2 Sleep, prov. xix. 
and the idle Soul ſhall ſuffer Hunger“ Therefore 15. 
| we muſt confider our own Nature, and perſuade 
our ſelves by our own Reaſon, to behave our ſelves 
as rational Men, and Subjects unto the great Gd. 
_ Human Nature partakes of Heaven and Earth. 
The Body of Man is Earthy, but he hath a Soul 
far more excellent, of a quite different Nature, which 
cannot proceed from groſs Matter. It is the Image 
of God, a Spirit like unto him, and the Breath of 
Life. Reaſon * is the Eſſence, Form, and Beauty 
of that Image: It is that whereby a Man thinks, 
underſtands, judges, argues. Man is a little World, 
Reaſon is Governour of it, and to its Government 
are committed, the Will, Affections, and Paſſions, 
together with all the Actions and Motions thereof; 4 
427 Wy „„ V 
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* Eft Homini cum Deo Rationis Societas, Cic, de Legibus, 

F Homo ortus eſt ad Mundum contemplandum & imitandum 
Cic, de Nat, Deor. Semper in Promptu habere debemus, quan» 
wm Natura Hominis beſtiis antecellat. Cic. 1. Offi, 
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Prov. xiti. Gd. The Soul of the Sluggatd defireth, and hath nothing. 


14. 


Sin. gent, with a Natural . obey his Creator, 


30 The Die vf Human Reaſon 
that they may be kept in a regular Courſe, & to che 
a their Creator, as the Heavens declare the 
Glory of God, and the Firmament ſhews his handy 
Work: And. this regular Courſt in Man, is of 
greater Conſequenee, as he is of greater Value, than 
All che iateridl Werd. hes 
H v Man Reaſon is the moſt perfect F of 
Man, and _— 5 2 rope of its "tears x1 
cellence, yet it doth fall; in a high Degree, diſtin 
| guiſh A Man fram a Brute. — I ere 
cCellent: So it hath a better Work, and a nobler 
End, chan only to eat and drink, and die like che 
Brutes. His rational Powers being weakened, he 
cannot anſwer his End perſedth7; bur he muſt en- 
deavour to glorify his Creator, according to his Ca- 
pacity, and improve himſelf in Vertue, as he may 
by proper Means. His Imperfection is the Cauſe 
that Conſideration is Neceſfary to improve the Mind, 
and he hath need of Improvement, that he may better 
honour his Lord, and be fit for a nearer Acceſs un- 
to him; but his Carcleſſneſs is very provoking againſt 


932822 
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As 


and regularly to govern himſelf; it was not reaſon- 
able that God ſhonld altor the Caurſe of Nature, or 
prevent Man by any Force, that he ſhould not act 
freely + He mult be permitted to uſe his Liberty, 


and his Capacity, to direct his Actions: If he abuſeth 


aces fe ad ö 


= 


countable for it: This our firſt Parents 44 bing | 
put upon a Tryal, to .chooſe good or Evil: They 


ture 


Anima Deo dedignata Servire, corporis Servitio deſtitüe- 
batur; Quia ſuperiorem Dominum ſuo arbitrio deſerverat, in- 
feriorem Famulum ad ſuum arbitrium non tenebat, nec em- 
nino habebat ſubditam Carnem, ſicut ſemper habere potuiſſet, 
{i Deo fubdita ipſa manſiſſet. Aug, de Civ. Dei. Lib, 13. c. 13, 


In RELIGION, c. . 
ture was changed much for the Worſe ; ſo that 
"| Man cannot perfectly obey his G — to 
" whom he oweth p . e 
} whoſe, infinite. Majeſty, 1 hel an in Crime o to 
0 
Hum a x Reaſon having loft much of i it "Poon, 
which. it had unworthily abuſed, is leſs able to 
vern; and the Fleſh: being more corrupted by $a, 
will not obey Reaſon, nor ſuffer: it to govern, as 
well as it could. So © has there is a Civil War in 
3 - Man. | + The Fleſh luſteth againſt the er and g,j v. 7. 
ebe Spirit againſt the Vie bb but ſuc 
State of Man, his Mind is capable of Ee 
as the Gentiles have obſerved, and we know by Ex- 
We Education t helps Nature, and 


ae more Strength, according to the Goodneſs 

4 of Education. Infants are weak in Underſtanding, 

7 Tar in Wiſdem, as they do in Age and Sta- 
ture; yea, this Life is nothing elſe, but a Tinte of 

u Learamg, to fit Men for another Word“; this 

a World is a School of Diſcipline, to teach us Re- 
q e 990-40 the L. 1 2 demeter, ig bring #5 Gal.i t1,24. 
4 'Howsorver weak. ati 

0 perſett, God is obliged by his infinite Wiſdom, ito 

| 7<quire the beſt Uſe 1 that ĩt might 

9 not be given in Vain, nor for any evil Purpoſe, nor 

„ 2buſcd to his Diſhonour, but that his Wotk.'may 
4 Stade to. e Man daß grow mor, 1 
|| = Nrn. 1 SN | Og | 8 My 2 599 Te TY... Lan N Ch 40 5 
= A Liberi arne malo uhr ledies hujus Calamizais expres 

1, eſt, wid. . 0 ie 2048 F 
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ni $ Debra ſurſum oculos £ tollere, ut jeſun 27 
quod de ,& metu Seren Humilirammy Calr 2 
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Account of his Gifts, 


The wy if Human "_ 
as well as improve himſelf. But when God hath 


made us Men, ſhall we preſume to make our ſelves 
Brutes? God hath given his Goods to be well em- 
ploy'd, and will require an Account of them: As 


bo made all Things good, ſo he made them all for 
ood Ends, and for Ends roportionable to their 
apaCity. The Judge the World muſt do 
Right, and Man is o age in Juſtice to give a good 
ecially that moſt excellent 

Gift, his Reaſon, and NA the Uſe of them to the 


Honour of his Creator. The Weakneſs of fallen” 


.* PL MARY 


9. 


Nature is only a Reaſon for greater Diligence; 


and hath need too of the Power-of God unto Salvas 


tion. His Salvation is nigh them that fear bim. 
AFTER that Man had abuſed his Perfection, and 


| became fo hang, 4 4 toGod, that he appointed all Men 


but he requires the Uſe of his Natural Powers, to 
advance him higher, in a reaſonable Way; howſo-' 


once to die, hath not conſented to Sin, that 
Man may fall ſtill lower, and degenerate into a Brute, 


ever the divine Mercy hath viſited him, he is to 
be ſtill a rational Man, and to improve himſelf in 


Vertue. It is the very Condition oſ the Covenant 
of Grace, that we be Men of Reaſon, and by the 


Means of both, wiſe unto Salvation. It requires the 
Care of Reaſon, to know and to do our Duty, and to 


avoid theſe two Extreams, of ne ge the Service 
of God, or of thinking our | 
. Per. i. without him. Ze hath Lala . 10 rays and Vertiie 


for himſelf, and at the ſame Time, ſhews the 's Cle 


Eph. ll. 7. > his Grace, in bis * us in Chr 


1 2 is the Work of Reaſon, and the Wiſdom of 


_ rational Being, to learn 3 practice Vertue. The 


learned Gentiles ſaid, that Vertue is immortal, and 


they had ſome Hopes: of a low Kind of future State, 


yet mixt with much doubtfulneſs. Vertue is certain- 


hy immortal, if it be perfect; if a Man did not Sin, 


he wou'd not die at . but ks the Calc now. ſtands, 


FO 


ves able to do all 
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without his effectual Aſſiſtance, who hath brought 


Life and Immortality to Light. By him God hath 


overcome Death, that is, diſpenſed with the Obligati- 
on of his infinite Juſtice; the Sentence of Death was 
denounced, and could not be revers'd, but in a juſt 


Chriſt, and his perfect Sacrifice, which ſatisfieth 
Divine Juſtice, and takes away the Power derived 


ye know that your Labour is not in Vain in the Lord. 
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Vertue cannot be immortal, and exalted in Glory 


Way b 3 Means, by the righteouſneſs of 


from it. Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Victo- Cor. lvii. 
ry through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, therefore be ye ſted- ? * 
faſt, abounding in the Work of the Lord, forasmuch as 


Mx x indeed are apt to think more highly of them- 


ſelves, than they ought, and the Pride of corrupt 
Nature, which takes away the ſight of Sin, doth alſo 


magnify our Vertue. But we muſt to try all Things , 


o 


good. If we examine our ſelves, and conſider how 


Theſ. ii, 


by impartial Reaſon, and then hold faſs to that which is ;. 


far we depart from the Law of Nature, and act con- 


trary to right Reaſon, we cannot propole a more 5 
happy Life than this, except the Son of God fulfil 
all Righteouſneſs, by whom ye have Acceſs by Faith. 


Neither could we believe but by the proper Means, 
which God hath appointed to exerciſe Mankind, not 


is not a proper Way, and God's Grace would not 


attend it. A Man may be forced to believe Some- 
thing by Apparitions, yet he would not have a reli᷑- 
gious Faith. F they believe not Moſes and the Pro- Luke xy 


even by a Meſſenger from the other World; That 


phets, neither will they be perſuaded, though one roſe from _ 


the Dead. J 8 
Ir we have not been guilty of heinous Sins, yet 


have we enough to do with leſs Offences. A con- 
ſiderate Mind cannot ſatisfy it ſelf about ordinary 
Sins, and unavoidable failings of human Nature; 
when we conſider how much we H ne the re- 
vealed Law of God, how far we are trom the juſt 


Uſe of our natural Powers, and of all the Means 2 
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34 The Dſe of Human Reaſon 
God hath put into our Hands, how much we ne- 
glect Opportunities of glorifying our Creator, how 
far we take Liberties, and make bold with the Al- 
mighty, how corrupt our Thoughts are, how ſlack 
our Endeavours, whilſt one Tittle of the Law can- 
not fail, and there is a contrary Law in our Mem- 
bers, warring againſt the Law of our Minds, ſuch 
Thoughts would wound the Conſcience, and the beſt 
of Men would be condemned. O wretched Man that 
| I am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
Death; I thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Rom. vii, Fo then with the Mind I ſerve the Law of God, but 
" 255 through the Corruption of Nature, with the Fleſh, a- 
gainſt my Will, I ſerve the Law of Sin. 
b G60 made all Things perfect in their Kind, and 
Rom. xi. all his Works were intended to praiſe him. For of 
36. him, and through him, and to him, are all Things 
to whom be Glory for ever. Eſpecially Man, the 
beſt Part of this lower Creation, was made for the 
Ecel. vii. Glory of God. God made Man upright, and af- 
ter his own Image, as to the rational Soul: It is 
therefore Man's Duty by Nature, that- he exactly 
anſwer the End of his Creation, according to the 
Capacity, in which he was created. Now the Law 
of Nature is an Obligation included in Man, to act 
according to the Perfection of his Nature, in perfect 
Obedience to his Creator's Will, in a regular Courſe 
of Life, and according to Juſtice he ought to be judg- » 
ed by this Law. The leaſt Deviation from the moſt 
regular Courſe is an Offence, and Man is accounta- 
ble for every Irregularity, that the All- ſeeing Eye 
can find in him. 5 oF OP 
THEREFORE it is impoſſible that Man ſhould 
clear Accounts with the moſt high God, and be wor- 


_—_—_ 


E — 


I Deus ereavit Hominem rectum, naturarum Author, non 
uttq; yitiorum; ſed ſponte depravatus, juſtéq; damnatus, de- 
pravatos damnatoſq; generavit. Omnes enim fuimus in illo 
uno, quando omnes ille unus corrupit, Aug. de Civ. Lib. 13. 
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thy to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Heaven is 

not to be eaſily obtain'd, nor Sin eaſily pardoned : 

This one Conſideration ſhews, that we have need of 

a Redeemer, and of one equal with God, to ſatisfie 

the divine Law. And there is need of a good Life 

too, to make Men capable of the Benefit. With- 

out Jeſus Chriſt we ſhould be all our Life doubtful, 

what would become of us after Death, as the con- 

ſiderate Gentiles were, and the beſt Men the moſtun- 

happy. But Chriſt delivered them, who through Heb. ii. 
fear of Death were all their Life- time Subject to Bon- 
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dage. Man could by no Means pretend to make his 
own Terms with God: Nor ought we take up No- 
tions of God, according to our own Imaginations, 
or the haſty Suggeſtions of corrupt Nature; we 
ought to conſider who we ate, and with whom we 
| God is a Being of infinite Majeſty, infinitely a- 
. bove all his Creatures, and they all are Nothing in 
_ Compariſon of him. Man, as a Sinner, is the mean- 
eſt of Creatures in the Sight of God, and worthy 
of his eternal Wrath. Job's Friend, who was a 
Gentile, having ſome Knowledge of God, acknow- ob xv 
ledgeth his infinite Preeminence. Is there any Num- 4, 5, - 
ber of his Armies? and upon whom doth not his 
Light ariſe? How then can Man be juſtified with 
God? or how can he be clean that is born of a Wo- 
man? Behold, even to the Moon, and it ſhineth not, 1 
Jew the Stars are not pure in his Sight. How much 2 
leſs Man that is a Worm? and the Son of Man which 
is a Worm? The moſt righteous Man, like 70%, 
ſhould humble himſelf before the Almighty, to the 
loweſt Degree; and fay with him, I abhor my elf, 
and repent in Duſt and Aus or at leaſt put in practice 
the Chriſtian Repentance. Repent and be baptiſed in Acts. 
186c„l Os. BR... Gn nn 
Ir muſt be certainly extreamly offenſive and dan- 
erous for Man to be a proud Creature, and to deſpiſe 
is God, Such are all who uſe not his Gifts to his 
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Glory; ; ſuch are all that boaſt themſelves, and only 
ſeek vain Glory to themſelves. © How ſhould a haughty 


and vitious Creature ſtand before his Creator, orex- 


pect any Favour from him, whoſe Favours he had 
eo abuſed? Ir 1s ſufficiently kind, that God aſſiſts 


— 


üs in the Uſe of his Gifts, and chat the careful Uſe 


of one Favour, is an Introduction to another. But 


ſurely the neglect of any Gift ſhews it is not valued, 
and not to uſe our Reaſon, -not to take ſome Pains 


in Srudy, having our Reaſon given for that Purpoſe, 
Pfal. xcy. to know our Creator, is a Contempt of God himſelf. 
10, -1 Wherefore he is grieved, and faith, I is a People 


that do err in their Heart, and they have not known my 


Ways, unto whom I ſware in my Oey. that they 


ft vould not enter into my Refs. 
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Neglect of Reaſon in Religion is a Con- 
tempt of Religion, and of God himſelf, 
and occaſions the Want of his Grace. 


HE MAN Reaſon is not only uſeful in Religion 
11 to inform us of the Truth, as far as we are ca- 
pable, but alſo indiſpenſably neceſſary, to make Way 
for a better Information 855 God. It is required 
as a Condition of receiving Divine Aſſiſtance; but 
the Neglect of Reaſon for the Attainment of divine 
Knowledge, is a Contempt of God and Religion. 
Nothing is ſo diſagreeable to little Man as Contempt, 
and can we think that God will not reſent the Con- 
tempt of Men? The Conditions of his Covenant are 
required of Man's Capacity; and he that deſpiſeth 
it cannot partake of the Benefit, but falleth into grea- 
ter Condemnation. He that deſpiſed Moſes Law, 
died without Mercy, under two or three Witneſſes, Heb. x. 
of how much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe. ye, ſhall “. 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
Foot the Son of God, and hath. counted the Blood 9 
the Covenant, wherewith he was Fee an unholy 
Thing, and hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
Ir is 4 55 Offence, that Men not only make 
no good Uſe of their Gifts, but a very bad Uſe o 
them. Yet this is not all, nor half their Unworthi- 
neſs. They take no Notice of God with their ra- 
tional Capacity, or ſhew a contemptuous, Behaviour 
towards him. Reaſon would tell us that God de- 
ſerves our Love: Love will oblige us to obey him, and 


Feliſt all Temptations to the contrary. This Love 


. 


* 


N 1474 
4 "T7. o . 4 »; +4 #2 


Rs 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 


is rooted in our Hearts by Conſideration, andnouriſh- 
ed by Grace; ſo that neither Height, nor Depth, | 
nor any Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 


Rom. viii. Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. It 


39. 


Job. + 
29. 


Ex. xxxiv. 
14. 


is the Uſe of human Reaſon, that produceth Regu- 
lar Actions, and honoureth the Creator; the more a 


greap⸗ 


wg from (God, 


— 


rags Want and Diſadvantage of Mankind is the 
oſs of divine Favour, and this God is provoked to 
deny by Man's vile unworthineſs: It is ſuch an Af- 
front to God, that Man ſhould diſpiſe his excellent 
Gifts, by neglecting the proper Ule of them. The 
Neglect of Reaſon is a Contempt of that excellent 
Gift, and the Occaſion of all other Contempts, that 
unworthy Man puts upon his Creator, and cauſeth 
him to withold his Grace. If, Man employs not his 
Reaſon, to enquire after God, he ſets no Value upon him. 
Ale is able to acquire ſome 3 by his Rea- Deut. iv. 
Jon, but cannot attain to a perfect ah, without 29: 
another Gift of God. If he doth not his Part b 
his natural Power, he is a deſpiſer of his natural Gift 8 
and of all that he might acquire by it; he is a Deſpiſer 
of Religion, and deſtroys his Title to auy Favour and 
further Aſſiſtance from the Giver of all good Gifts. Deu. xxxi. 
CocrrE MY r is grievous to the Meaneſt Perſon, 7 
it is the higheſt Affront, that can be put upon a 
Man, to account him contemptible, and this is what 
careleſs Men do to the Almighty, when they apply 
not their Minds to enquire after him; they forſake a 
God who made them, and lightly eſteem the Rock Deu. xxxii. 
of their Salvation. Of the Rock that begat thee, 518. 19. 
thou art unmindful, and haſt forgotten God that form- e 
ed thee, and when the Lord ſaw it, he abhorred | 
them; and he ſaid, I will hide my Face from them, - 
and will ſee what their End ſhall be, for they are a 
very froward Generation, Children in whom is no 
Faith. They have moved me to Jealouſy, with that 
which is not God; they have provoked me to anger 
with their Vanities. For a Fire is kindled in mine An- 


39 


7 


ger, and fhall burn unto the loweſt Hell. 251 
ISRAEL. wanted Faith, which want is the 
Cauſe of all actual Sins, as it was of their Idolatry; , 
they wanted Faith, . becauſe they did not acquire it 
by their own Reaſon and through their Contemps = 
receiv'd not the Gift of God. Surely be ſcorneth the prov. ii 
Scorners, but he-giveth Grace unto the lowly, It is equally 34. 
LEA AS. Re SIRE 
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The Uſe'of Human Reaſon 


dangerous, to ſhew any Contempt or Careleſſneſs to- 


wards God, as it is good to wait upon him, and 


pay an honourable Reſpect to him. A diligent En- 


quiry after him will improve our Faith, by enlar 


Pſ, cxix. 
2. 
Jer. xvii. 
3. 


caſioned his unmannerly Behaviour, his ſhewing ſo 


Gen. vi. 


| 3, 4 


ing our Capacity, and the Favour of God, by which 
we ſhall at once be obliged, and enabled to keep his 


Commandments. Bleſſed are they that keep his Te- 


ſtimonics, and ſeek him with the whole Heart. But 
curſed is the Man, than truſteth in Man, and maketh 


Fleſb his Arm, and whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord. 


Ir was an unmanly Careleſſneſs in Cain, that oc- 


little Reſpect to God; his Fault was not entire neg- 
lect, but not performing ſo much, as his Reaſon 


ſhould have directed him. In the midit of Bleflings 
he offered ſmall Matters to his great Benefactor, a 
little Fruit of the Ground. Therefore God had no 


Reſpect to his Offering, and his Grace departed 


the Firſtlings of his Flock, and of the Fat thereof, ; 


Heb. xi. 
te 


from him. But Abel having a better Faith, brought 


and the IL. ord had Reſpect unto Abel, and to his 


Offering. By Faith Abel offered unto God, a more 


excellent Sacrifice than Cain; by which he obtain- 
ed Witneſs, that he was righteous, God teſtifying 


of his Gifts: The Difference conſiſteth not in the 
Things offered, but in the Reſpect ſnewed thereby. 
The one is not more profitable to God, than the o- 


der; a Man cannot any Way be profitable to God: 


All the Beaſts of the Field are his, and of his. o -n 


we give unto him. Burt it is the Honour we offer, 


and the Reſpect of our Minds that is acceptable. If 


we ſhould offer Thouſands of Rams, and yet deny 


30s *--: 


the beit Part of our Selves, our offering would be 
nothing worth. It is our Reaſon, and the beſt Fruits 
of our Souls; our good behaviour as of rational 
Men, that fhews an bonourable Reſpect to God, and is 
naſe re. in,, 8 | 


Bur inconſiderate Men behave themſelves like 


Children, ſhewing not due reſpect to their heavenly 


Father, 


Is RELIGION, G.. an 

Father, and increaſe their Contempt, by perverſneſs 
and Oppoſition againſt him. They are fike ſullen 
Children, which indulge a perverſe Temper, and 
will hear no Reaſon. Children are weak in their 
Judgment, and much weaker by Careleſſneſs, than 
they would be with Conſideration. They neglect 
their Duty, or perform it meanly, when they might 
do it better, if they did conſider it; and they com- 
mit many Faults, becauſe they are inconſiderate, and 
will not attend to Inſtruction. They are averſe to 
good Learning, and fond of any evil Invention. They 
caſily liſten to Temptation, and have no Fear of 
Danger, nor any Care for their own Good. They 
ſoon take in bad Impreſſions, perverſe Humours, 
fooliſh Conceits, and theſe are the Counſellors, which 
lead them into Errour; they are ſoon perſwaded to 
Evil, but will not follow good Counſels. They can 
eaſily apprehend, that their Parents are wiſer than 
they, and deſire to do them good; they are daily 
told, that Learning is profitable, and Piety will make 
them happy; but they do not believe it. All Ar- 
guments have no Effect upon careleſs Children, but 
they prefer vicious Allurements, before the Advice 
of their beſt Friends, and frequently they keep the 
ſame Careleſſneſs, till it ends in their Ruin. 

So do inconſiderate Men behave themſelves. to- 
wards God, and this is the Reaſon, that the Diſci- 
4 pline of this mortal Life, is neceſſary for Men; as 
that of a School, is for Children; but Men are the 
worſe offenders, as they do more Harm in Religion, 
and the more heinouſly wicked, as they continue 
obſtinately irreligious. They believe not the Word 
of God, when he adviſeth them with loving Kind- 
neſs; they care not to hear of ſerious Things, but 
out of a wanton Humour, hearken to the Cavils of 
Infidelity, and the Allurements of profane Wits : 
Having no Solidity of Mind, they are like Children 
toſſed to arid fro, and carried about with every Wind Eph. iv. 
of Doctrine, and take empty Words, and . 1 


— 


| 
th 

| 

[ 

4 

{ 

| 

0 


Perſuaſion, that ſuits with their Humour: If they 


of Chriſtianity, careleſs Men not knowing what the 
do, are bold to reſiſt the Powers of Reaſon, and wea 


Pal. 1. 


Matth xi. 


: 16, I7. 


judice, which Inclination raiſes againſt it: When 


The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
iſh Jeſts for Arguments, they greedily take up wrong 
Sentiments, and heretical Opinions, and follow any 


examine a divine Truth, they are prevented by Pre- 


the moſt ſolid and juſt reaſoning appears on the Side 


apainſt little Difficulties : They ſuffer the little Dif- 

ficulties in holy Scripture to prevail againſt the clear-- Ml - 

eſt Diſcoveries and ſtrongeſt Evidences of Truth. MI. 
 InconsIiDERATE Men, whilſt they pretend 

to Reaſon, are the moſt unreaſonable Deſpiſers of Sa- 

cred Things; becauſe they do not reaſon juſtly, nor 

conſider impartially. They are eaſily fringed to 

walk in the Counſel of the Ungodly ; after that they 


ſtand in the Way of Sinners, and, at laſt fit in the 


Seat of the Scornful. They are like unto Children 
ſitting in the Markets, and calling unto their Fellows Il * 
and ſaying, we have piped unto you, and ye have 
not danced, we have mourned unto you, and ye have 


not lamented. They are preſent, where weighty At- 


in any Form, and ſportingly complain of them, that 
they anſwer not their Expectation they will neither 
follow them in their Mirth nor in their Sadneſs : II 


fairs are tranſacted, where other Perſons take much 


\ Pains, and they only mind their childiſh Trifles; 
their only ſtudy is to pleaſe their own Fancy, to fa- 


tisfie a luxurious Mind, and to oppoſe whatſoever 
croſſes their Humour; they diſlike God's Miniſters 


John Baptiſt is more auſtere, and abſtemious in Meat 
and Drink, they look upon him as a melanchol 
Perſon, they fay he hath a Devil. If Chriſt uſet 
more Freedom, and converſeth with Sinners, in order 


to convert them, they cenſure him as a looſe Perſon, 
a Friend of Publicans and Sinners: Whatſoever Meſ- 


| ſages God ſends, careleſs Men 9. them they 


have always ſome Exceptions agai 
5 


— 


the Meſſengers, 


In RELIGION, c. 43 
or againſt the Doctrine it ſelf, and ſit down with a 
Reſolution to reſiſt diſagreeable Truths. ; 

N ow, if we, being Men in Age and Stature, be- 

have our ſelves like Children, that have no Conſide- 
ration, and know not the Value of Things; if it be 

2 Fault in Children towards Men, how great a Fault 

is it in Men towards God! When Salvation lies at 
Stake, and the Squl is to be ſaved, when we receive 

a kind Meſſage from our Creator, ſhould we be like 
* fooliſh Children, inconſiderate and ſullen, and deſ- 

piſe the Benefit? This is the very Caſe of careleſs 

Men, a moſt audacious Preſumption againſt the moſt 

High ! Whereas a little Reaſon would tell us, that 

we ought, with the higheſt Reſpect, to lay hold up- 

on the leaſt Overture from Heaven, and avoid the 

leaſt Appearance of ws of We ſhould uſe all 
Helps to know God, and all Means to oblige him; 

for as Contempt of God, of his Counſels, or his 
* Meaſures, is a moſt abominable Crime againſt the 
Soveraign Majeſty , ſo high is his Reſentment againſt 

it; and it haſtens his Judgment upon the Offenders. = 
The Froward is Abomination to the Lord, but his Secret Prov. iii, 
is with the Righteous. The Integrity of the Upright ſhall 
Seed | ES 3 ; cov; xt; 
guide them; but the Pirget fon: of Tranſgreſſors ſball 
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deſtroy them. [a „ Ge IO 
II is a very great Boldneſs, that Men ſhould har- | 
bour the leaſt Contempt of Piety, or of any Thi 
bejonging to God; and that general Careleſſi 5 
which is viſible among Men, is a Contempt of God, 
which we ought to be afraid of; and what Men com- 
monly take no Notice of, we ſhould tremble for Fear F 
of our own Careleſſneſs. A Pious Man wants not Pal. cxix. 
Cauſe to fay, my Fleſh trembleth for Fear of thee, 120. 
and I am afraid of thy Judgments. And certainly, 
to indulge a careleſs and perverſe Humour in Reli- 
gion, deſerves Death and Vengeance from him, hoo 
is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell. Al- Mat. x. 28. 
though God hath long Patience with Offenders; 
yet this one Offence of Contempt muſt needs haſt= 
OT ; en 


a- 1 


8 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
een his Diſpleaſure, and deprive Men of his gracious 
Prov. i. Aſſiſtance. Becauſe I have called and ye refuſed, I 

24, 25, 36. have ſtretched my Hand, and no Man regarded; but 
ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and would 
hear none of my Reproof, I will alſo laugh at your 
Calamity, I will mock when your Fear cometh. | 

How iong God will uſe Forbearance we know 

not. 'The Term of Life, and the Time of Mercy 

are Secrets, intended to keep Men in Awe, and to 


ſtir up their Minds, that they may fear Danger and 
be glad to uſe the preſent Opportunity, and by rati- 
eſſneſs 


onal Conſiderations may drive away that Care 
and Contempt of Religion, which provokes God to 


Job vi deny his gracious Infſuence. The Neglect of the 


12, 13. Mind and Forgetfulneſs of God is ſuch a Contempt, 
as he cannot long bear with; and he hath no where 
promiſed to continue his Mercy, except to them that 

fear him; But after that ungrateful Men have reje- 


Cted his Offers, and deſpiſed the Riches of his Good- 


neſs, have abuſed his Patience and indulged their own 
Careleſsneſs, not knowing that his Goodneſs leads 
them to Repentance, then he proceeds to Judgment, 


Ifa.xxviii and will ſhew no Pity; but as they have laughed at 


22, Religion, ſo he will laugh at their Calamity. And that 
we may be more affraid to give Offence by contemp- 


tuous Behaviour, we ſhould conſider our great Di- 
ſtance, and in what Terms we ſtand with the Al- 


| Ir is not a little Matter to fin againſt the great 


God, and to ſtand before the terrible Majeſty. It 
is Sin to depart the leaſt Tittle from his Law, and 
Man is accountable not only for his preſent Ability, 
but alſo for his primitive State; becauſe, God hath 


not loſt his Right, altho' Man has loſt his Perfecti- 


Pal. xcit. on, and God is not viſible to him. Clouds and 
* Darkneſs are round about him, yet Righteouſneſs 
and Judgment, are the Habitation of his Throne. 


The End of Man's Creation ought to be anſwered, 


as the Law ot his primitiye Nature required. But 


ſince 


„„ 


«WU; 
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ſince Man cannot fulfill this Law, he is immediate- 

ly and unavoidably a Tranſgreſſor of the Law, and Gal.iii.11, 
no Man is juſtified by the Law, in the Sight of Nom. ii. 
God. For all have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory Epheſ. "= 
of God, and are by Nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 1. 

T E firſt Man having let Sin into Human Na- 

ture, it is thereby corrupted, and infected, as it were 

with a deadly Poyſon, and Poſterity ſuffers for his 

Fault z what ſeems yet to be a harder Caſe, a pure 
Spirit is united to an impure Body. For the Crea- Rom. vii. 
ture was made ſubject to Vanity, not willingly, but 20, 21. 
by Reaſon of him who ſubjected it; as the Body is 

made ſubject to the Bon age of Corruption. God 
—_— purpoſed to create Man, who ſhould conſiſt 

of Body and Spirit, and propagate his Kind by Ge- 
neration, his Creation muſt proceed, his Purpoſe 
cannot be changed. But this Condition of Man made 

Way for the Mercy of God in Jeſus Chiift, by whom 
ahbe Creature it ſelf ſball be deliver d from the Bondage 

of Corruption into the glorious Liberty of the Children of 
Tu E Soul, being joined to a Body of Sin, is in- 
fe&ted by the Contagion. As the whole Maſs of 
Blood is corrupted by ſome vicious Humour, ſo doth 

a Spirit receive Infection from Sin; and the purer a 

Spirit is, the greater is its Damage, by receiving any 
Impurity. It is Death to the Soul, as it is to the 
(Body. By one Man Sin enter'd into the World, 
and Death by Sin. This is original Sin, of which 

there needs no other Proof, bur its fatal Conſequen- 

ces; thoſe exquiſite Pains, to which the Body is 
ſubjected z and the Agonies of the Soul, under 8 

8. 


ee , . R E 


mk OT 


E of Evil, even before it comes to pal 
his being alſo conſider'd, that the Goodneſs of God 
would not have created Man in ſuch a wretched 
State, as he now finds himſelf in; nor would Man 
have Tuffer'd at all, if he had not been born in Sin. 
Bur ſeeing the Spirit of Man is placed under 
ſuch hard Circumſtances, it is alſo made capable of 
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46 Ihe Vſe of Human Reaſon 
1 4 greater Reward, if it acquits it ſelf well in this 
$ Lite; if whilſt the Fleſh is weak, the Spirit is wil- 
= lung, and applies it ſelf with Diligence, to bring the 
Body into zubjection. And the Goodneſs of God 
1 is acquitted too, in propoſing a Reward ſo excellent, 
E as his heavenly Kingdom, to his faithful Servants 
| Rom. ii. who will render to every Man according to his Deeds, 
ws to them, who by patient Continuance in well doing, 
ſeek for Glory, and Houour, and Immortality, e- 
ternal Life: For altho' the Rigour of the Law is a- 
bated, yet it is {till to be obeyed, and ſhould keep 
the World in good Order, according to our preſent 
ws en „ V 
NRX x to Adam's Sin, the neglect of Man, to 
conſider and ſeek unto his Maker, is the great Cauſe 
of Ignorance, and all Evils in the World. The 
Sins of Men againſt natural Conſcience; * Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law of Nature, and the abuſe of 
Reaſon in general, in the firſt Ages, and afterwards. 
the contempt of divine Revelations, was the Occa- 
ſion of Errour, and the increaſe of Sin; God, ac- 
cording to the Courſe of natural Cauſes, permitting 
the Devil to dclude, and Men to follow their own 
Inventions. The ſame Cauſe, at this Day ſtill hin- 
dreth the Power of the Goſpel, and giveth Advan- 
tage to the Enemy, in Proportion to Mens neglect 
of God, and careleſſneſs about their own Affair. 
SGop's Mercy is no Encouragement to Sin, it can 
only proceed upon ſuch Terms, as he is pleaſed to 
allow, and howſoever any one of God's Attributes 
may prevail, or however Mercy may rejoyct᷑ againſt 
jules yet muſt we ſuppoſe, Righteouſneſs is ſtill 
the Habitation of his Seat. 'Therefore God hath ob- 
liged himſelf by his Wiſdom, and the Rigiteoul: 


| 


'f 


J 


{ 


— 5 1 A 


— IS 8 


* Magna eſt vis Conſcientiæ in utramqʒ partem; ut neque ti- 


meant, qui nihil commiſerint, & pænam ſemper ante oculos 
verſari putent, qui peccaverint, Cic. pro Milone, "Ry 
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neſs of his Nature, to uſe reaſonable Means; and 
requires the Uſe of Man's Reaſon, that his Mercy 
may take effect in a reaſonable Way, and Man may | 
be a fit Object of his Mercy, by the Improvement . 
of his Mind, according to the Rules of Wiſdom; 1 
A wiſe Man will hear and will increaſe Learning, and | 


4 Man of Underſtanding ſhall attain unto wiſe Counſels. en 4 
BH [Ir is moſt certain, that the higheſt Reaſon for do- 2 
| ing any 'Thing 1s God's Commandment, againſt which F q 
Kebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft: But then, it is b 
"I the Neglect of Reaſon and of due Conſideration, 9 
; WW that Men do not underſtand, and will not believe, by 

or will not perſuade themſelves to obedience, or that a 
they find Excuſes, or do not perceive the great Ob- 4 
> MW ligation that the Commandment lays upon them; or 15 
> Wl they have falſe Hopes of extraordinary Mercy, upon Mp 
ſome wrong Notions, that corrupt Nature, and bad 4 
f Wl Reaſoning ſuggeſt, or from no Reaſoning at all, but WW 
Ss ſtupid Indolence and Careleſſneſs, putting away all 7 
Thoughts of God, and of his ſupreme Authority. 1 
All Wickedneſs begins and er in the Neglect ol 
F Reaſon and rejecting the Ule of that excellent Gift. = 
1 | Reaſon is all that we have in Nature to depend up- il 
on, and whatſoever Helps and Advantages are added 25 
to it, our ownReaſon is engaged in Duty, and oy 
t ro govern the whole Man. He that turneth away his prov. 

Ear from heariug the Law, even his Prayer fhall be A. xxvii. 9. 
Tl bomination. j od A FOE >, 
0 REASON is ſupreme in the little World of 
Man, and is highly obliged to preſerve its Authori- | 
t ty, and Capacity to govern, to rule by Wiſdom, 


Il FF and to increaſe it's Knowledge by Exerciſe, Study, 
and Conſideration. This Duty is not expreſſed in 
(- lain Words, becauſe it is contained in the Law of 
o ature, and in the Capacity of Human Reaſon, 
which he himſelf muſt put in Practice 3 he muſt rea- 


ſon with himſelf, and draw a Concluſion from him- 
ſelf; becauſe he is ſurrounded with Circumſtances, 
»s | from which we may conclude, that he is to be well 

5 7 SD cmploy- 
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Exodus 


XXX V. 21. 


Deut. iv. 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
employed, and his beſt Employment is to exerciſe 
his Reafon, his principal Faculty, in the Service of 
God; and this will be the Work of every one, whom 
his Spirit makes willing by due Conſideration. 15 
Co NSIDPERAT ION, which is the exerciſe ot 
Reaſon, is not expreſſed in this Scripture, but un- 
derſtood. It is ſometimes mentioned and the great 
Uſe of it intimated, not after the manner of a Com- 
mandment, but by way of Exhortation, upon this 
very ſame account, that Man himſelf muſt begin to 
conſider, uſe his Reaſon in Enquiries, argue upon 
Caſes and draw Concluſions. Conſideration is not 
one of Moſes's Precepts, but he exhorts by way of 
Concluſion, as we ought to practiſe it. Know there- 


Fore this Day and conſider in thine Heart, that the Lord 


is God in Heaven above, and upon the Earth beneath, 
there is none 0 = e 


Bur chiefly we are to gather from the Nature of 


Man, from the Capacity and State of this little World, 


that his Spirit muſt be exerciſed and make him wil- 


ling by Conſideration, as much as if it had been poſitively 


commanded, Than ſhalt diligentlyuſe thy Reaſon and em- 
ploy thy Mind in the Service of God, otherwiſe thou wilt ne- 


ver know him, nor be perſuaded to keep his Command- 


mggts „ 3 No 
FT H Is Conclufion may be drawn from many Oc- 


_ eurrences of Human Life, and from afflicting Provi- 


dences, which inſtead of Words tell us when God 


— 


is offended, and preach to us Repentance; and the 
| Scriptures abound with Inſtances to this Purpoſe; 


The Acts of God give tacit Hints and Admonitions, 


which are inſtructive to conſiderate Men, and inti- 


mate to us the Neceſſity of Conſideration. | 
Go p had no ſooner given Man Hands to work, 


but he found him Work for his Hands, whilſt he 


was in the State of Innocence. Bodily Labour is ap- 


Pointed to him, and that teacheth him to exerciſe 
his Mind; he muſt be employed in Dreſſing the fruit- 
ful Garden of Eden; and it is not to be doubted, but 


his 


Heaven is more glorioun. ot 
- Tre Danger is, that Men ſo addict their Minds 
to this World, that they will not allow themſelves 


hd WD. 
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his Mind * was to be employed, in thinking upon 
his Creator, in conſidering his Munificence and the 


Duty to be paid to him; the Neglect whereof pro- 
bably was the Occaſion of his falling into Sin. Much 


rather after Man had ſinned, Employment was ne- 
ceſſary, and therefore his Work is made more Dif- 
ficult, as a Means to prevent Sin: Becauſe of Sin 


the Ground is curſed, that Man may eat of it in Sor- Gen. iii, 
r0w, in Labour of the Body and trouble of the Mind. 17. 
Tu Ignorant Gentiles obſerved, that the com- 


mon Buſineſs of the World was a neceſſary Employ- 
ment for Mankind, and what they aſcribed to their 
falſe Gods, was the Order of a wiſe Providence, 
viz. That the Invention of Arts and Sciences, and 
the Practice of them, ſhould not be very eaſy, be- 


cauſe they would exerciſe and ſharpen his Mind; they 


would help his Reaſoning, and if he did not ſuffer 
his Mind to dwell upon Earth, would teach him to 
contemplate heavenly Things. The neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs of this Lite is no Hindrance to Religion, bur 


teacheth us to admire the Works of God in the Or- 


naments of this World, and then conſider how much 


'Time to think upon another, which Preference of 
this World, ruins our Commerce with Heaven ; be- 
cauſe it is a Contempt of God, and of the Riches 


of his Kingdom. The Study of Mathematicks toge- 
ther with Divinity make a more able Divine; but 


if the Mind is limited to the one, the other is little 


jp" FIR 


— — 2 


* lllud maximè rarum genus eſt eorum, qui aut excellente 
Ingenii magnitudine aut przclara Eruditione aut utraque ornat!, 


| eee habuerunt, quem potiſſimum vitæ curſum 
equi vellent. . N 


— 8 — — 7 Pater ipſe colendi | | 
HFaud facilem eſſe viam voluit, primuſq; per Artem 
Movit agros, curis acuens mortalia corda, Virg. 1 Geor. 


go: 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
regarded, and without the Study of Divinity, Ma- 
thematical Learning becomes vain Philoſophy, which 
puffs a Man up into an Infidel: Becauſe he walks 

y Sight, and requires a Demonſtration. He will 
not belicve the divine Nature, as it is revealed in 
Holy Scripture, altho' there can be no better Evi- 
dence of an inviſible Truth: ' | — 


* * 


Bu r ſince Man is fallen into 4 weak State, and 


58 ſtrongly inclined to love this preſent World, and is 


eaſily allured by the Wealth or Pleaſures thereof, to 
take irregular Courſes, and negle& the grand Affair 


of another Life; God of his Goodneſs aſſiſts him to 


keep the Path of his Commandments, and is willing 


to Pardon his Errors thro' the Mediation of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, - according to the Terms of his Covenant. 


Yet according to his Wiſdom, he cannot but re- 


_ that Man act as a Free Agent, uſe his natural 


owers, and being ſenſible of his own Weakneſs, 


ſeek the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, and by that addi- 


tional Strength, walk in the Way preſcribed T7 e 
his gracious Covenant, expreſſed in his holy Got- 


„„ 


I T is inconſiſtent with the divine Wiſdom, not 


to require this Duty of his Creatures, ſo that al- 
though God loveth Mankind, and pitieth the Misfor- 
tune of Adam's Polterity, yet he giveth Aſſiſtance 
in ſuch a Manner, as not to hinder the Freedom 
of Choice, nor the Operation of human Reaſon. | 
If Man doth not uſe his Reaſon to direct his Will 


in a regular Courſe, God judgeth him unworthy of 


his Aſſiſtance. He is able effectually and immedi- 
ately to convert any Man, yet he doth not fo far 


ſhew Favour. He muſt a& in a reaſonable Way, 


according to the Dictates of his Wiſdom, and per- 


mit Man's Reaſon to act within it's own Sphere, 


as he permits natural Cauſes to have their Effects. 
If human Reaſon undertakes a good Work, the 


Soodneſs of God will proſper it, and guide the wil- 
ling Spirit of Man. But by a Neglect of Reaſon 


Men 


7 


* 
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ALL Enormities whether in Jud ent or Practice, 
may juſtly be imputed to Inconſideration: And the 
N 2 0 of Reaſon renders a Perſon ſo unworthy, that 
God rather with- holds his future Favours from him. 


We cannot command the Grace of God by our Me- 

rit, but by our Demerit we may forfeit it; except we 

know ſomething by our own Reaſon, we ſhall not be 
A 


taught. of God, and except we improve ourſelves, we 


ſnall not be perfected by his Grace. Upon both Ac- 
counts the Uſe of human Reaſon is indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary. For the Soul of Man is a cogitative Bein 


and ought to be employed according to his Excel- 


lency. His Thoughts ſurmount the Univerſe in a 


Moment; yet Senſe being Aſſiſtant to Man in this 


material World, the Mind is apt to abandon itſelf to 


Senſe. The generality of the World is ſo unthought- 
ful, that they have need of ſomething to awake them, 


and it is a Thing of greateſt Moment to awaken the | 

Xe of Thought, that it may per- Prov. i. 2. 
ceive the Words of Underſtandinig. 5 
TE following Conſiderations will awaken our 


Mind to it's natural 


Thoughts, and keep them awake. There is no good 


to be done without Conſideration. * Hearing the 


Word ſignifies nothing, except Men think frequent- 


ly upon it: So that if Men come to Church, and 
do not hear with Underſtanding, they come toge:- 
ther, not for the Better but for the Worſe. They 1 Cor ii. 
run into Miſtakes for want of Thought; all their '7: 
Lives are filled with Miſtakes, and the greateſt Mi- 
ſtake of all is a Forgetfulneſs of God. He that acts 
raſhly will do that by ſurprize, which in cooler 
ee 5 2 ee ehe 


A . — 
* . 


* Animus cum eſt ſecum, Secumq; ut dicitur vivit, tum 


quz ay ſe pertinent, ea eurat, queq; ſua ſunt, cognoleit. Cic. 
EI | N Wes 1 


Men deſpiſe that excellent Gift, and forfeit the fur- 
ther good Deſigns of God; becauſe they do not em- 
ploy their Minds about them, as if all God's Fa- 

vours were contemptible Thin | | 
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The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
Thoughts he would not have done, and he that is 
careleſs in God's Service, will never be a Proficient 
in his Buſineſs. A weak Argument well conſider'd 
will do more than a as Jochen neglected, anda mean 
Perſon will learn more with Conſideration, than a bright 
Man without it. Gather the People together, Men 
and Women and Children, and the Stranger that is 


without thy Gates, that they may hear and fear the 


Job xxiii. 
15. 


Deut. iv. 


24. 


Lord their God and obſerve all the Words of this 


Law. hen I conſider, I am afraid of him. For the + 


Lord our God is a conſuming Fire, even a jealous Cod. 
THE Terrors * of the Lord, being ſet before us, 


will throughly awake our Thoughts, and teach us 


to be ſo conſiderate in all our Actions, that we ſhall 
as much as poſſible do no Wrong, and be ready to 


do what appears to be reaſonable, after we have uſed 
impartial Conſideration; he will ſeldom Miſtake wo 
acts deliberately, and uſeth the beſt Means he can 


Heb. iv. 


have to be well informed. We cannot act with too 


much Caution in the Preſence of God, and there is 
Cauſe to fear, leſt a Promiſe being made of entring 
into his Reſt, any of us ſhould ſeem to fall ſhort of 


it; Men may take ſome Pains to arrive at Heaven, 


and yet for want of farther ſerious Thoughts, they 


run a great Hazard of Perdition. Becauſe, tho? they 


do ſome Duties, and forbear ſome Vices, yet they 


do not perſuade themſelves to an impartial Obedience, 


Luke xi. 
N 47. 


and to perform every Duty with a due Carefulneſs. 
That Servant which knew his Lord's Will, and prepared 


not himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſpall be 


beaten with many Stripes. NE We MN Oh. 
Ox wou'd think the Commandment were ſuf- 


Acient to gd Men to perform it. If God hath 
Fo, 


not comman 


we need not attend to the Word: 


but if we believe he hath commanded, why do we 


not practiſe it with great exactneſs? We cannot ſup- 
2 3 i 


— 


b — 


Omnibus quorum Mens abhorret a Ratione, ſemper alt» 


quis terror impendet, Cic. 4 Tuſe. 
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poſe, that God's Word and his Miniſters ſignify no- | 
thing. We might rather think we need no more than 
the Commandment; it is certainly the beſt Reaſon of 
all others, and yet all ſignifie nothing, when Men's 
Minds are in- attentive, or they do not think with 
themſelves, It is the Lord, we muſt obey bim. For the pfal. xlvil. 
Lord moſt high is terrible, he is a great King over. 
all the Earth. The mighty God, even the Lord, Pal. 1. 
hath ſpoken, and called the Earth from the Riſing C - 
of the Sun, unto the going down thereof, I will me- 
ditate in thy Precepts, and have reſpect unto thy Ways, 
my Heart ſtandeih in awe of thy Word. £45 246) 
TERRE are particular Cauſes of Mens Failings, 
which Inſtruction provides againſt, and Meditation 
would entirely remove. Some have trifling Minds 
like Children, and regard not what is ſaid to them; 
and there is a Gaiety of Mind, which will not give 
Men leave to think ſeriouſly. Some care not to hear 
Sermons, leſt they may meet with ſomething to di- 
ſturb them. Some think Religion too difficult, and 
will not undertake it, becauſe they diſpair of Per- 
formance. Some think it eaſier than it is, and there- 
fore go about it in a lazy Way. Some know their 
Duty very well, but are at a Loſs how to go about 
it, for want of ſome particular Directions. Some 
both know their Duty and how to perform it, but, 
having not enquired into the Reaſons of it, are not ſuf- 
ficiently convinced of the Neceſſity of Performance. 
They are apt to think it is of no great Weight, and 
diſpenſe with themſelves in the Neglect of it. But 
Reaſoning will ſer Things right, and when Men are 
convinced of a great Duty they have to perform, they = 
will be glad to hear it further explain'd, and then 
Inſtruction will have it's proper Effect. In the Law Plal. i.2. | 
of God there is room for a Man to exerciſe himſelf Day 
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The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
MANKIND is liable to Miſtake “ and eaſily led 


into Temptation, Vice is oftentimes diſguiſed, and 


ſoon deceives unwary Men. We are eaſily induced 


to belicve what is agreeable to us; but hardly per- 


ſuaded to believe what we are unwilling to Practiſe : 


We are ready to embrace the Promiſes of God, but 
looſely believe his Commands and Threatnings. There- 


fore Means muſt be uſed. We muſt conſider God's 
Authority, and View his Laws on all Sides careful- 


h 580 The more cloſely we look into their inward 


Frame, the more curiouſly. we ſearch into them, we 
ſhall the more admire their Excellence, and the Wiſ- 
dom of God diſplaying itſelf in them; the more we 


examine the Grounds of them, we ſhall be more 
5 Show convinced of our Obligations, and by that 


 Convi 


Eccleſ. vii. 
25. 


the Wiſdom and the Reaſon of Things. 


ion be more readily diſpoſed to {799 1 
Apply thine Heart to know and to ſearch and to ſeek out 


Ty a Rule in it {elf be never ſo exact, it can have 


no Influence upon our Actions, *till we are convin- 


ced, that we are bound to govern our ſelves by it: 


Now Man being. a free Agent, and therefore left at 


his Liberty, yet having Reaſon to govern himſelf, 


and the Part of a Man being neceſſary to be acted, 


God himſelf is ſo defirous, that Man ſhould ac the 
Part of a Man, he condeſcends to invite him to his 
roper Work; he ſubmits his Laws to be examined 
y him, exhorts him to act with Freedom, and en- 
quire into the Reaſons of his Duty, becauſe Reaſon 


will produce a more kindly and more honourable O- 
| bedience. The more God's Laws are - conſidered, 
they will appear more wiſe and juſt, more good and 


ſeverare in errore. Cic, Philip. 


Sracious; 


„ 
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Cujulvis eſt hominis errare; nullius, niſi inſipientis, per- 
f. Omnium Artium que ad rectam vivendi viam pertinent, 
Ratio & Diſciplina, Studio Sappientiæ, quæ Pholoſophia, di- 
girvr, Tontinarne, ie. füt. t 0 OO nos 

Recta Ratio Legis vicem obtinet. Philo Judaus. 


N-. 
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gracious; and then, as it ought to be, Obedience 
will be a mixture of Fear and Love, and ſtrongly 
built upon theſe Foundations. Such are the Oeca- 
ſions of Inſtruction, and the Study of Divine Laws: 
It was not a needleſs Thing, that Foſbua adviſed his 
People; The Book of the Law ſhajl not depart out of Joſh. i. 8. 
thy Mouth, but thou ſhall meditate therein Day and ; 
Night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to do all that is written 
therein; for then ſhalt thou make thy way Proſperous, 
and then thou ſhalt have good Succeſs. „ 
Soy fo approves of the Uſe of Reaſon, that his 
Providence aſſiſts us therein, and diſcourages the 
Neglect of it. Men of mean Underſtanding have 
often good Succeſs in the World; becauſe God fa- 
vours them more, as he hath given them leſs Inge- 
nuity : But Men of good Parts have often leſs Suc- 
cels z becauſe they are careleſs in Buſineſs, or do not 
uſe their Ingenuity, or elſe ſome Means requiſite are 
: 8 It was a wrong Notion of the Gentiles, 
That Fortune was blind, F becauſe weak Men have 
often good Suckeſs, and wiſe Men have not. It is 
a wiſe Providence that ordereth all Things: So in 
Religion, ſimple Men are many Times the moſt 
religious. The better Parts a Man hath, the more 1 
is expected from him; and the more Grace a Man "i 


Cas 


| hath, his Diligence ought to be no leſs: For unto fue xi 
whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall much be requi- ,, © © 
red; and to whom Men have committed much, of him 
„%% ̃ — y OC ITS 

GoD hath propoſed Means to exerciſe Mankind, 
and we may daily ſee it in his Providence. There 
is no living in the World without Care and Pru- 
dence in our ſeveral Stations, and Affairs commonly 
ſucceed, as Men are qualified for Buſineſs, and uſe 

all proper Means. Accordingly, Men may have 
. Succeſs, altho! they be vicious in their Lives; 

2 i= 23 4 „„ but 


* ou 


— 
— 


— . : — 
L | 2 ee ns BOT fad” HR > — — 2 Y — 


4 Fortunam inſanam elſe et cœ cam perhibent Philoſophi, 
Ke. Lic. 2, ad Here, 8 
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The Oſe Human Reaſon 


but if a Man is never ſo pious, and in the Favour 


of God, there will be no Miracle done for him, to 
keep him from being poor: God may bleſs the 
Means as he pleaſes, but a Man muſt live according 
to his Education, or as he is able to qualify himſelf 


by Induſtry. God will not alter his Meaſures, nor 


ſhew Favour without the Uſe of Means, according 


to Man's Capacity, and this is obſerved by the Gen- 


1 Cor. ii. 
6. 


tiles; * Uſe the Means, and God will give the 
Bleſſing, I have planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the Increaſe. ff 
Go altereth not his Method in ſpiritual Affairs, 
but as thoſe are the moſt valuable Concerns, he re- 
quires the Uſe of Means to attain them. If he re- 
quires a good Man to labour for temporal Bleſſings, 
a bad Man can never procure ſpiritual Bleſſings by 
Idleneſs: Altho' he is deſcended of pious Parents, 


and related to many. Saints in Heaven ; yet if he is 


careleſs and flothful in the Buſineſs of 


he conſider not to purchaſe the Field, wherein ſo 


great a Treaſure is hid, he will be left to his own - 


Folly, and deſtitute of Divine Grace. So oftentimes _ 


a good. Parent, with great Sorrow, ſees the want of 


Grace in his Children through their Neglect, or by 


his own too much Indulgence. ' Eli was a good 


| 71 Sam, iii. 


1 


Man, but too indulgent a Father in the Education 


of his Sons; they made themſelves vile, and he re- 


ſtrained them not. M hen the Land finneth againſt me 


B Ezek. xiv. 


by treſpaſſing grievouſly, though Noah, Daniel, and 
Job were in it; as I live ſaith the Lord God, they ſhall 
deliver neither Son nor Daughter, they ſhall deliver but 
their own Souls by. tbeir Righteouſneſs. 8 IM 
As in natural Productions, ſo alſo in the more 
wonderful Work of Regeneration, God acts by the 
Mediation of ſecond Cauſes z there muſt be planting 


and watering, although God giveth the Increaſe, 


"FR ———— ̃ dts hes 


Preach» 


* Una cum Minerva movenda eſt Manys, 
Di: omnia laboribus vendunt. Plato. 


ternity; if 
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au 77%. or the Advice of a Friend cannot reform 1 
the Mind, yet they are Inſtruments in the Hand of iN 
God for the Production of ſuch a Change. The = 
actual prevalency of good Thoughts, to work Con- = 
verſion, is purely owing to the powerful Operation 9 
of God's Spirit; but the firſt Riſe generally pro- . 
ceeds from, and is partly carried on, by Inſtructioni. 1 
A Reaſon being given of the Hope that is in us, 1 Pet. i. 
and ſeriouſly conſidered, the Soul look up to God, · if 
and is look'd down upon with a gracious Eye. The = 
Soul begins to ſee its own want, applies to the Fa» „ 
ther of Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, and he will fulßi the Pal. lv. 
Deſire of them that ſeek him; but he that hardeneth his . bo 1 
Heart, ſpall fall into Miſchief. xi. 14. 
Nov Reaſon is the Top of all other Means, ang tl 
is chiefly regarded of God, as being the Head of nn 
the Man, and his principal Qualification. It will 4 
be acceptable to him, as it is put in practice, aceor- 3» 
ding to a Man's Capacity. It is the Receiver of all = 
other Means; Vertue, Knowledge, and Happineſs = 
depend upon it. When Wiſdom entreth into thn . if 
Heart, and Knowledge is pleaſant unto thy Sou Sp ere = 
Diſcretion ſhall preſerve thee, Underſtanding ſhall * *'* i 
keep thee. It is Solomon's Character of a prudent 
Woman, ſhe confidereth a Field, and buyeth it, Pro. 1 
with the Fruit of her Hand ſhe planteth a Vine- 8 1 
jury ſhe looketh well to the Ways of her Houſ- 1 
hold, and eateth not the Bread of Idleneſs. The = 
Capacity of Reaſon is the Ground of our Prayers, i 
and upon the diligent Culture of it, we cy hope 4 
for a Blefling, as St. Paul faith to his good Diſciple = -. 
Timothy, Confider what I ſay, and the Lord give thee > Tim, ii 
Une A 7s all Things. mm.. no pen To - 
For God does not intend by his Grace to ſup- i 
ply the Defects of Imprudence and Folly ; bur is 9 
offended at theſe: Failings, and expects our Endca- | 8 
vours after Wiſdom. Be ye wiſe as Serpents, and Matth. x. 
harmleſs as Doves. Wiſdom is the Work of Rea- 16. | 
ſon, and it is the moſt curious Work of Man, to | 
1 
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The Uſe of Human Reaſon 


temper Wiſdom with Innocence; to be wiſe unto 


that which is good and ſimple concerning Evil. 


Rom, xvi. 
19. 


Picty without Diſcretion becomes Superſtitious, and 
Wit without Innocence degenerates into Impiety. 
We ought to be wary, and not bite like a Serpent, 


harmleſs, and not unwary, like the Dove. Inno- 


cence, without Wiſdom, falls into Snares; * Wiſ- 


dom, without Innocence, lays Snares for other Men. 
We muſt be ſo generous, as not to impoſe upon o- 
thers; and ſo cautious, as not to be impoſed upon. 


%, 


We need not run into any Danger, which we can 


18 joycing is this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity; nor with fieſbly Wiſdom, 


15 


lawfully eſcape; nor fore-go any Intereſt, which we 
can preſerve with a good Conſcience. For our re- 


But by the Grace of Cod we have had our Gonverſation 


in the World. © 3 e 
' Teo attain this Wiſdom, Inſtruction is neceſſary 
to all, and never out of Seaſon: The wiſeſt Man 
may ſtill be wiſer, and better diſpoſe his Mind to 
practiſe Vertue. It was a notable ſaying of a great 


Man, “ That Wiſdom lay in the Heart, not in 


e the Head; and that it was not want of Know- 
„ ledge, but perverſeneſs of the Will, that fill'd 


„Mens Notions with Folly, and their Lives with 


„ Diſorder. The Author of this ſaying was himſelf 


an Inſtance of it, a Man of excellent Parts, and as 
remarkable Failings. Vertue indeed depends not fo | 
much upon Knowledge, as upon a. well diſpoſed 


Mind; and an Ounce of good Life is better than a 
Pound of Wit: But ſtill the Head is the Principal, 


the Heart is govern'd by the Head, and it is the 


mortalibus datam, in 


1750 Neg - 


* Sunt homines, qu Rationem bono conſilio, a diis im- 
raudem malitiamq; convertunt. Cic. 3. 
de Nat. Deor. png | 


Vigilandum eſt ſemper, multz inſidiæ ſunt bonis. Pro plane. 
F Farl of Shafsbury, Echard's Hiſtory of England, who ſaith, 


This ſay ing of his is wortby of a Place in Hiſtory, 
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Neglect of the * Head, that cauſeth a ſtubborn 
Heart. A mean Man may govern well by ſerious 
thinking, and a wiſe Man may learn to govern more prov. ix 
exactly: Give Inſtruction to a wiſe Man, and he wills. 
jet be wiſer; teach a juſs Man and he will increaſe in 
Learning. bout OT IBM IAG 06 Bo! nt. 
A ſerious Confideration of a future Judgment would 
oblige all Sorts of Perſons to govern their Minds, 
to ſubdue the Will, to regulate their Paſſions, and 
to walk orderly; but the Difficulty is to bring Men 
to conſider : This is to be done by Inſtruction, by. 
ſhewing the ir nr of Conſideration, by obſer- 
ving the Unworthineſs of Men, in the Neglect of 
Reaſon, and the Honour of a good Underſtanding 
the Praiſe of wiſe Management, and the Approbati- Prov. xvi. 
on of God. He that is flow to Anger is better 3>- 
than the Mighty, and he that ruleth his Spirit, than 
he that taketh a City. It is every Man's Part to 
.reaſon upon the Judgments of God, that have been 
executed upon Sinners, and think _=_ the more 8 
ſolemn Judgment of the laſt Day. With my Soul, Iſa. xxvii lf 
faith the Prophet, have I deſired thee in the Night;* * * » | 
yea, with my Spirit within me will I ſeek thee ear- —_ 
z for when thy Judgments are in the Earth, the 
Lee of the Earth will learn Righteouſneſs: pfal. cxix. 
1 e thy Judgments, O Lord, and comforted my 12. 
%% , ,, pc 
fe Ir is not a Man's Ignorance that is the Cauſe of 
Wiekedneſs, or of the greateſt Offences : Vertue may 
conſiſt with a little 7 well managed, and 
good Manners may be found in an ignorant Man: 
He may indeed be taught to do his Duty more ex- 
actly, more particulars may be diſcover d to him, 
and the more he learns the better; but it is an un- 
guided Will, ungovern'd Paſſions, a partial ſelf- love 
and worldly Intereſt, that byaſs a Man into a 8 
e , os Re 
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; * Mala Mens, malus Animus. Teren, Ubi perverſa Cogita= « 
tio, ibi depravata Voluntas, conſilia praya, operationes malæ. 
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Prov. iv. 


The Dſe of Human Reaſon 
| Courſe. There is an Averſion in Nature to Vertue, 
and this Averſion muſt be overcome by the Vigilance 
of Reaſon, and Carefulneſs of Mind. #* 'There is 
oreat Reward of t Care: He, that takes not 
Dare, cannot be Vertuous. It is neceſſary to Ver- 
tue, that with ſome Care it deſpiſe and hate Thing 
contrary to it: Ponder the Path of thy Feet, and let 
all thy Ways be eſtabliſbed. e r IRA 
TuERR are few People but know what it is to 
lead a good Life; among the Vulgar it is faid, ſuch 
a one was a 3 Liver, he is happy, and one may 
hear wiſhes like unto that of Balaam. Let me die 
the Death of the Righteous, and let my laſt End 
be like his; but like him they live not the Life of 
the Righteous: His Way was perverſe before God, 
he loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, and tho God 
ermitted to him a Freedom of Choiſe, he might Ii © 
have perceived his Diſpleaſure, if he had conſidered in il ® 
his Heart. The ſame Perverſeneſs continued, after. W 7 
God had favoured him with ſeveral Revelations z he Ill # 
| gave wicked Counſel againſt //ael, and is made an 
xample of God's Judgment. The Angel might 
have {lain him, altho' the Aſs turned out of the Way: 
But here God ſhews the Uſe of Means, and that 
he himſelf yields to it, as if prevented by avoiding 
his Stroke; that we ought to ſee, by Reaſon, what 
dumb Creatures do b — when a Danger threa- 
tens them: He that doth not ſee the Danger of Sin, 
and. endeavour to eſcape the Wrath of God, is not 
ſo wiſe as an + Aſs. And here the Folly of careleſs 
Men is reproved, as Balaam was rebuked for his Ini- 
quity; the dumb Aſs ſpeaking with Man's Voice, forbad 
_ the has of the Prophets” tn i oe 
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Magnæ Curæ magna merces eſt. Salluſt. 

I $i curam fugimus, fugienda eſt Virtus, quæ neceſſe eſt, ut 

cum aliqua cura res ſibi contrarias aſpernetur atq; oderit. Cic. 
Lelius. ooo Co e Nr br LE 

+ Sunt quidam non re, ſed nomine Homines. Cic, 1. Oli 


; In RE L1 GION, Se. 5 61 
THERE is neem Difficulty to know our Dus 

ty z every Man hath a Notion of Right and Wrong, 

and there is no need of much Knowledge to diſtin- 

guiſh between Good and Evil: Every Man may know 

the main Part of his Duty, even all the ſubſtantial 

Duties required of him. No Man is unjuſt, un- 

grateful, or oppreſſive, becauſe he does not know 

it : Bur, as St. Paul ſaith, knowing the Judgments 

of God, (that they which commit ſuch Things are 

worthy of Death,) they not only do the ſame, but 

take Pleaſure in them that do them. Some will + 

Cenſure other Men, yet will not amend themſelves, 
becauſe they do not diſpoſe their Minds to conſider 
their Offences, and whom they offend ; they think 
not of ſtanding before the Judgment-Seat of God, 
but place themſelves upon it. And thinkeſt thou, , ii 
| O Man, that Judgett them, which do ſuch Things, ,, * 
and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape. the Tide: „ 
ment of God? For the Lord is a God of Judgment, Iſa. xxx. 
Lleſſed are they that wait for him. . 
LEARNING it ſelf is of little Uſe in Religion, 
. unleſs it be rightly applied by Conſideration: It is 
ſometimes injurious, and ſometimes profitable to Re- 
ligion; the Benefit of it depends on an honeſt Ap- 
plication. Wiſdom does not conſiſt in much Learn- 
ing, but in a ſober Uſe of Knowledge, in viewing 
the Reaſon of Things, and directing it to a good 
End. r Thoſe among the Antient Heathens, who 
placed their ſtudy in Contemplation, were accoun- 
ted wiſe Men. * Learning is little worth, faith Cicero, 
unleſs it ſtill be refined and improved by Induſtry, 
Study, Labour, Diligence. Reaſon may be corrup- 
ted by Negligence, and Learning may be — =</ | 
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E + Eft proprium ſtultitiæ aliorum vitia cernere, obliviſci ſuo- 

rum. Ib. 80 | EE. . 
t t omnes, qui in rerum Contemplatione ſtudia ponebant, 
. fapientes habebantur et nominabantur. Cic. 3. Tuſ. 


* Parum valet Doctrina, niſl induſtria, ſtydio, labore, 'dil> | 


3 gentia comprobetur, Cic. 3. ad Heren. 


62 The Dſe of Human Reaſon 
Imprudence z but the Soundneſs of the + Mind is 
Wiſdom. Even the common People may learn more 
Wiſdom than the Antients had, by the Aſſiſtance of 


God's Word, and his Grace accompanying it. iſ. 


Prov. i. dom cryeth without, ſhe uttereth her Voice in the Ftreets ; 

. 20, 21, fhe cryeth in the chief Place of Concourſe, in the opening 
| N EC 0 PBT RG Hes Hee 0 

THE Common People are more ignorant than 

they need to be; it is not for want of Capacity, that 

they neglect Religion; they would be more religi- 

ous, if they would attend to the Means; they can 

forbear any of thoſe Faults that are common amongſt 

them, and: hey can ſhew good Manners upon occa- 

ſion; but they will not govern their Paſſions, and they 

will follow their Inclinations, becauſe they uſe no 

 Endeavours to perſuade themſelves, and diſpoſe not 

their Minds to receive Knowledge. This is the Cauſe 

of Ignorance and of an Averiion to Duty; and as 

they flight the Means of Inſtruction, ſo God is dif, 

pleaſed and diſregards them. But a goon Diſpoſition: 

of Mind receives Inſtruction; Perſnafion depends up- 

on the Diſpoſition of the Hearer, more than upon 

the Eloquence of the Preacher. It behoves all to 

ſtudy the Art of Hearing, that is, to conſider dili- 

gently, and lay up the Word in their Hearts. Give 

Ho Ear O my People to my Law, incline your Ears to the 

Match. xi Worde of my. Mouth. He that hath Ears to hear, let 


Taz Unfruitfulneſs of the Word is owing to 


the * Indiſpoſitionof the Hearers, and this God charg- 
- Pſalm l. eth upon careleſs Men. Unto the Wicked God faith, 
16, 17, What haſt thou to do to declare my Statutes, or to 
21, 22. take my Covenant in thy Mouth; ſeeing thou hateſt 

to be reformed and has caſt my Words behind thee? 


I Will 
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* Quidam habent aures tam inhumanas tamq; agreſtes, ut 
nè doctiſſimorum quidem hominum eos moyere poſſit Autho- 
ritas. Orat ad Brutum. | i | | 


I + Sapientia eſt ſanitas animi. Cic. 3. Tuſe. 
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"neſs, as to turn the Mercy of God into an Occaſion ** 


to be obſgrved, and they take no Notice of it, that 
is, they hear God's Threatnings as Words of Courſe, 


elf condeſcends to reaſon with Men, and teacheth 


py — — — 2 
= * — — 
- — 


= - — == — 22 
3 | 
ä —— OE 


I will reprove thec, and ſet them in Order before 

thine Eyes: Conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt 

I tear you in Pieces and there be none to deliver. 

We are often warned in Scripture, that God ſnews 
himſelf towards Sinners in ſuch Manner as is ſuitable 

to their Behaviour towards him; as they neglect 

him ſo they ſhall be neglected by him, and thoſe that 

honour him he will honour : Surely he ſcorneth the 1 Sam. ii. 
Scorners, but he giveth Grace to the lowly. And 30. 
that Men may have no Encouragement to ſuch: Baſe- ro. i. 
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of Sin, and to continue in Sin upon a Proſpect of 
Mercy, his own People is made an Example, There- Zech. vii. 
fore it is come to paſs, that as he cried, and they would 13. 
not hear, ſo they cried, and I would not hear, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. They made their Hearts like Adamant- 
Stone, left they ſhould hear the Lat. 
THERE is great Iniquity in Men, which is eaſy 
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and never more regard them, whereas they ſhould 

ſtand in Awe of the Divine Majeſty, and confider 

what a fearful Thing it is to fall into the Hands of yes. * 

the Living God. Their Reaſon ſhould perſuade them i. 

to believe in God as he is, and not to afront him 

with an idle Faith, as if he was a Being of no Con- 
uence; This is a Thing ſo neceſſary, God him- 


them by his own Reaſoning from the Judgments he 
hath executed upon the Gentiles; The Land is defi- Lev. xviii. 
led, therefore do I viſit the Iniquity thereof upon a3. 
it. All the Sins mentioned in the 18th Chapter o _ 
Leviticus are condemned in the Gentiles, becauſe they _ 
ſhould have known Sin by the Light of Nature, 
and they ſhould have obeyed the Law of Nature, 
The Land it ſelf vomiteth out her Inhabitants, ye ſhall Lev. xviii. 
therefore keep my Statutes, and ſhall not commit any of 26. 27. 
255 Abominations, that the Land ſpue not you out 
T.. V'!!! 
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| Bur when God was pleaſed. in Mercy to renew 


the Law of Nature by a written Law, the Gentiles 
| might have been inſtructed thereby, and Iſrael by the 


| ſame Neglect, contrary to all Reaſon, diſobeyed the 
= plain Commandment. Inſomuch that God reaſons 
1 with them in a pathetick Manner, and expoſtulates 
with them for their Neglect; as Men argue with 
the ſtrongeſt Eloquence; ſo God moves Men with 
great Affection to do the Part of Men. They have 
corrupted themſelves, they are a perverſe and crook- 
ed Generation. Do ye thus requite the Lord? O 
ye fooliſh People, and unwiſe! Is not he thy Father 
Deut. vi. that hath bought thee? Hath he not made thee and 
32. eſtabliſhed thee? O that thou hadſt hearkened to my 
Ia. xlviii. Commandments ? then had thy Peace been as a River 
18. and thy Righteouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea,. 
I,x x Men are not very wicked, yet this alone is 
highly provoking, that they deſpiſe the Work of 
God, and therefore they are contemptible in his Sight, 
when they have not the Reaſon of Men. God lets 
his Sun ſhine upon them, to be a Witneſs of their 
Ingratitude, but denies them the Light of his Coun- 
tenance: He hateth a Man becoming a Brute, and 
the nearer one is to a Brute, * the farther he is from 
God. He is the beſt Man whoſe Reaſon is leaſt cor- 
rupted, and prevails with the Almighty; f he takes 
hold of him after the Manner of a Spirit, and will 
not let him go *till he receive a Bleſſing. Conſide- 
ration and pious Thoughts recommend the Man and 
his Prayers to the Conſideration of God, and accord- 
ingly the Pfalmiſt moves God to regard the Work 
Pil. v. 1. Of his Mind, Ponder my Words O Lord, conſider my 
] ⁰ↄↄ ůAGw., my) Ns 
Ix is in vain to reſt in the Means, without the 
End; all Religion is nothing without a good 4 


| — — Im | 
* Ratione præſtamus belluis, per quam conjecturà valemus, 
argumentamur, & c. Cic, 1. de legibus. ; | 
+ Eſt homini cum Deo Rationis Societas. Ibid, 
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and- herein Gat chiefly looks upon the Heart: For; "Say ; 
ow udgeth not as Man. judgeth. He reſpected Da- xvi. 


vid as he ſaw his Heart was good, his Reaſon wrought 
a good Work in his Heart, to perſuade and incline 
it to God's Service. He being but a Youth, had 
made a conſiderable advance in Piety,. which is the 
more. valued, as a Man's .Capacity is leſs, or under 


ſome unvoluntary Diſadvantage, yet carefully employ- 


ed about Religion. We ought to uſe all our own 
Power, and not depend upon that neither, but ſeek 
Help from above: It is certain God will help us out, 


if we do our beſt to pleaſe him, and if we fall ſhort 
of what we can do, he is merciful to make ſome-A- 
batement; but the Danger is in being careleſs. Our 


little Concern for God's Favours deprives us of them, 


as being faithful in a little is a Preparation for better 
Gifts. Keep your ſelves in the Love of God, looking. for Jude xxi. 
the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life, Heb. iv, | 
and you will find Grace to help in Time of need.  '"% _ 
"Ie; Men think themſelves ſecure in the infinite 

Goodneſs of God; and are not afraid of his Judg- 
ments, this is to think him ſuch a one as themſelves, 
an Encourager ot Sin; but God is infinitely juſt, as 
well as infinitely Good, and inflicts Puniſhments ſuit- 


able to his Greatneſs. Some ſuppoſe God to be all 
Merey; but there is none at all for thoſe that de- 
pil his Power, and where can they build their 


Confidence? The Evils of this World ſhew his An- 
ger againſt Sin, and if we come into his Sanctuary, 
we ſee upon what Terms he ſheweth Mercy. He 
doth not reveal to us the Reaſon why he ſends any 
Judgment; but he expects that we ſee it by our 


own Reaſon, and be warned by preſent J vigmen ts, 
to flee from the Wrath to come. Commonly Men 


make no Scruple of abuſing one another, or doing 
Injuries of a low Sort: The ſame Careleflneſs f 
Mind would produce higher Offences, if it was not 
for the Fear of Man; but the Fear of Man bringeth p;ov, 
a Snaxe ; It is a Contempt of God to fear Man more xxx. 235. 
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The Oſe of Human Reaſon 


than him. We ſhould forbear leſs Offences as well 


as greater, if we rather feared him who is to be feared 
above all gods. „ 

Trar we may be better fore warned to be afraid of 
God's Judgments, the Jews fare no better than other 
Men. I hat once beloved Nation, favoured above 


all People, in this grand Affair of divine Judg- 


ment, are treated as other Nations. And thatr'we 
may be more ſenſibly touched with the Fear of God, 

our Saviour mixes his Judgments upon that People 
with the general Judgment and makes the one a live- 


ly Deſcription of the other. Vet they took not the 


Pſal. 


Warning, becauſe they had not Ears to hear, an un- 
byaſſed Reaſon and diligent Conſideration; but they 
added Iniquity tes ror. deſpiſing all Admonitions, 
*till the Romans beſieged their City, and deſtroyed 
their famous Temple, in which they had ſo great 


Confidence, Jeruſalem could not eſcape from Ruin, al- 


c*xxiñ. 14. 2ho* God had choſen Sion to be an Habitation to himſelf. 


TE E Saviour of Men expreſſed the greateſt. Kind- ; 
neſs and Compaſſion towards his pecuhar People, in 


his fervent Similitude of a Hen gathering her Chic- 


Luke xiii. 
34. 


kens under her Wings, and often wou'd he have 


gathered them, but they would not; they would 


not in due Time ſee the Things that belonged to 


their Peace. Such a Tenderneſs of Nature is in that 
Creature, ſhe covers her 1 her Wings, 


that no Bird of Prey ſhould deſtroy them. With 
the like Tenderneſs, and much more effectually, God 
would have protected //rael from the Eagles, which 


_ Chriſt forewarn'd them of; for the Eagle was the 


. Wh 


Enſign of the Roman Armies. But J1/ae/-would not 
repent, therefore he leaves them expoſed to thoſe 


lat. xxiv. ravenous Birds, For whereſoever the Carcaſe is, there 
dil the Eagles be gathered toget ber. 


Tux Caſe of the Jews is the moſt 2 


Argument, that none ſhould delude themſelves wit 


partial Thoughts, and fayourable ConftruEtions, but 


conſider impartially, what God requires of them, 


none 


* 
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none can expect more Favour and Forbearance than 
Ifrael had; none could have ſo great Intereſt as they 
in the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. Unrea- 


ſonable and fooliſh Men will be rejected, as they 


were: If Men ſhut up their Hearts, and throw away 
their Reaſon, which ſhould open their Hearts to di- 
vine Counſels, they are of no Value with God, but 
become abominable in his Sight; ſuch Men cannot 


learn Righteouſneſs; there is none righteous no not Nom. iii, 
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one; there is none that underſtandeth, there is none x. 11. 


that ſeeketh after God. And that we may be adviſed, 


to ſtand in awe of God's Diſpleaſure, eſpecially of 


his future Judgment, the Apoſtle argues from the Fews 
Caſe; if God ſpared not the natural Branches, take heed 
leſs be iſo) ſpare not: bs erties nt 


Wr n Men talk of God's infinite Goodneß and 
Mercy, and ſuppoſe theſe Attributes will allow them 
to live as they. pleaſe, that is, as if God was neither 


. juſt nor holy, nor had any Authority over his Crea- 
tures, it may be asked, why was God fo ſevere a- 


gainſt the Gentiles, who were more ignorant than 
the profane Wits of this Age? Why did he forſake 
ſo many People, ſo many Generations, and ſuffer 


them to fall into ſuch Abfurdities, ſuch ſtupid Ido- 
latry, and ſo much Wickedneſs, and then — hea- 
8 udgments upon them? Why was he not ſo good 
as to ſhew them their Errors, and ſend frequent Meſ- 


ſengers to them? This Severity againſt the Evil of 


Sin is not inconſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs, they 


had the Faculty of Reaſon, which they ought to 
have uſed better; God hath obliged himſelf to deal 
with Men according to the Uſe of thoſe Means which 


have been already laid before them, that they may 


behave themſelves prudently, with reſpect to his Ju- ; 
ſtice and Holineſs: 4 Son honoureth his Father, anda Mal. i. 6. 
Servant his Maſter ?. If then I be a Father, where is 
mine Honour? If I be a Maſter where is my Fear? 
Saith the Lord of Hoſts unto you, that deſpiſe my Name. 

Ir is a Contempt of God not to fear him, and 


19 | 


* 


68 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
not to uſe our Reaſon to know him, and to know 
how much he is to be feared; they, who ſtudy not 
to know their Maker, and how . his Juſtice 
is, are unworthy of the Light of his Goodneſs, and 
uncapable to receive it. God ruleth among the Hea- 
then, but his Providence acts ſecretly, that Men may 
exerciſe their Minds, and fear an inviſible Deity. 
It hath been obſerved, that God hath frequently pu- 
niſhed the * Heathen for Contempt of their Religi- 
on; It was a Sin to e falſe Gods, and yet it 
gave Offence to the true God, if Men deſpiſed what 
they pretended to worſhip; to deſpiſe al 5 
is worſe than the worſt Religion; for then Men have 
abandoned all ſerious Thoughts, and there is nothing 
left to work upon for better Information: Contempt 
and Hypocriſy are ſinful in a bad Religion, and fool- 
iſh Inventions of Men, much more in a good one 


2 Al. l. 165 fins Appointment. What haſt thou to do to de- 


„„ Clare my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldeſs take my Cove- 
nant in thy Mouth? Seeing thou. hateſt Inſtruction, and 
caſteth my Words bebind tber. 

WIUILS x the Earth is full of the Goodneſs of 
the Lord, he ſtill ſhews his Severity againſt Sin. 
Beſides general Calamities, Plagues, and Famines, 
Vengeance hath purſued: particular Perſons, who ſin- 
ed in the Times of Ignorance, and thoſe who ſinned 
with more Knowledge, even the choſen People of 

God; now all theſe Things happened unto them for 

Cor. x, Enſamples, and they are written for our Admoniti- 


*. on, upon whom the Ends of the World are come. 


Perhaps there are fewer extraordinary Judgments, as 
the general judgment approacheth; but it is our Bu- 
ſineſs to obſerve, that Judgments have happened to 
Men, who greatly de againf the Law of Na- 
ture, when no other Law was in Being, and where 
no other Law was promulgated, For as many as have 


wy 
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3 Plutarch 72 the Life of Timolcon, 400 Men remarkably pe- 
4 ihe who had robb'd rhe Temple of Delphos; There are ſeveral 
lie Examples in Valerius Maximus, | ; 
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. fonned without Law, ſhall alſo periſh without Law, aud Rom. ii 
as many as hape ſinned in the Law, ſhall be judged by * 

the Law. The Gentiles were puniſhed for Sin, al- 

tho' they had not a written Law. The Law of 
Nature always was in being, and the Moral Law is 
only a new Edition of the Law of Nature, to make 
Man's Duty more evident. Revelation was very ne- 
ceſſary, through the great Degeneracy of Men, and 
it was a divine Favour to give a written Law. The 
Goſpel is ſtill more clear; and the plainer Man's Du- 

ty is, the greater is the Fault of a Careleſs Mind, 122 
Do we then make void the Law through Faith? God Rom. ii: 
forbid, yea we eftabliſh the Law. LIT; N 1. | 
TE Goodneſs of God doth not obſtruct his o- 
ther Attributes, take heed ye Unwiſe; he that plant- plal. «cis 
ed the Ear, ſhall he not hear? Or he that madethe's, 9, 1. 
Eye, ſhall he not ſee? He that chaſtiſeth the Hea- 
then, thall not he correct? or he that teacheth Man 
Knowledge, ſhall not he know? It is not a natural 
Defect, that Men are ſo unwiſe, have ſuch low No- 
tions of God, ſo little Fear of the moſt High, and 
make no Conſcience of doing Wrong; but to the 
Diſgrace of human Nature, Pick Men and Women 
are ike Children, * who can learn but will not. 
They regard not Inſtruction, but turn their Minds 
another way, becauſe there is ſome trouble in Lear- 
ning; or it hinders ſome Pleaſure or Profit of this 
World. They read Books and go to Church, as if 
that, were all their Duty. Whereas, if they were 
perſuaded, what common Reaſon ſuggeſts, viz. That 
God expects a reaſonable Soul to govern Man in a 
regular Courſe. for the Honour of it's Creator, ang 
to take ſome Pains for his Rewards, then all Rules, 
concerning ſuch a Regulation, would be put in PR 0 
ad ©5108 : „ EI NG © 5, 4h ; C ICE, 


Nemo eſt dignum nomine Hominis, qui unum diem vule 
eſſe in voluptate. Cic. 2. de finibus. Vir 
Imberbis juvenis, tandem cuſtode remoto — 
Cereus in vitium fle&i, monitoribus aſper, _ | 
Utilium tardus proviſor prodigus æris. Hor, de Arte Poet. 


Rom. viii. 


John vii. 
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Epheſ. vi. Chce,.: f berefore be pe not unwiſe, b ur tunderſi auding 


* 


what the Will of the Lord is. 


Ir is very probable, that a very great Neglect of 
Reaſon is as diſpleaſing to God, as the moſt heinous 
Sins; there is Cauſe to fear, that as Careleſſneſs de- 
ſtroys all Vertue, ſo it is a Sin of Self- murder com- 
mitted upon a Spirit. To be carnally minded is 
Death. He that makes his Reaſon worth nothing, 
takes away the Life of his Soul, and is as much a 
Criminal, as one that deſtroys his bodily Life. The 
Philoſopher is no better Man, who bends all his Rea - 
ſoning to this World, and provides only for the ani- 
mal-Life; but Chriſtian Vertue is the true Philoſo- 
phy, and hath the tokens of . Altho? 
the Body muſt die by a, juſt Judgment becauſe of 
Sin; yet the vertuous Man never dieth; he truly 
lives a rational Life here, and will by the divine Mercy 
be preſeryed for ever, Verily I ſay unto you, faith our 
Saviour, [f any Man keep my ſaying, be ſhall never ſee death. 
As there is a great Contempt of God in the Neglect 
or Abuſe of Human Reaſon; ſo this Contempt is 
the Parent of another, Men have too little Regard 
to the Providence of God, and are unreaſonably ſo- 
licitous about this World. Wer judge not wh, 
equitable betwixt God and themſelves, nor what be- 
longs to themſelves, and what belongs to God. Thoſe 
that are careful for many Things, are apt to be too 
careful for this Life. Our Reaſon ought to be em- 
ployed about worldly Affairs, but not engroſſed by 
them; and it is to very ill Purpoſe. It is both ſin- 
ful and hurtful, to diſturb our Minds with Cares 
and Fears about future Events. It is medling with 
God's Buſineſs and neglecting our own. God hatn 
concealed future Things * that we may put our Truſt 
in him, and that is the beſt way to Sat 


ety: Anxious 
Care 
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* Prudens futuri temporis Exitum 
Caligino'a Nocte premit Deus, 
Ridetque, fi mortalis ultra 

Fas trepidet. Hor. lib, 3. Ode 29. 
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Care for Futurity, inſtead of doing any good, doth only © 
increaſe the Evik of Life. Take therefore no Thought Mat. vi. 
for the Morrow 772 the Morrow fhall take thought for the 3% 
Things of it ſelf :  ſuſſicient unto the Day is the Evil thereof. 
II ͤis another diſreſpect to Divine Providence, 
that Men make it their utmoſt Care to enjoy the 
little Pleaſures of Life, and by any Means to rid 
themſelves of Trouble; altho' Trouble is ordained 
for Sinners: But Men would fulfil the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, without regard to God's Conceſſions, and 
free themſelves from Labour, without regard to the 
Will of God, or the Work of his Providence. God 
makes uſe of natural Means in the Execution of his 
Deſigns, and hath appointed them for Man's Em- 
ployment, that he may live by equitable Actions, 
and in a regular Courſe of Life. He that defrauds 
or robs his Neighbour, not only injures Man · but 
God; and, as. much as in him lies, defeats the De- 
ſigns of his Providence. There is a like Injury in 
© the ſtolen Pleaſures of this World, which are con- 
trary to the Law of Nature: Men would have all 
for nothing, and truſt nothing to God. Surely, we 
ought to be more regular, and more to truſt our 
Selves, our Families and Affairs to Divine Provi- 
dence, and to uſe this World, as not abuſing it: 
Commit thy way unto the Lord, and thy Thoughts ſhall _ 
be eftabliſhed. But Fornication, and all Uncleatmeſs, or 1 Cor. vii. 
 Covetouſneſs ; let it not be once named amongſt you. pio 
TERRE are ſeveral Duties unknown, or not ob: 
ſerved, merely for want of thinking and drawing Ephef. v. 
Particulars out of general Rules. It requires much 3, 35. i 
Thought to get much Knowledge, and yet it is 
much eaſier to learn Knowledge than Practice: A 
Man will ſooner know all Duties than he will pra- 
ctiſe one. It requires the ſtrength of Reaſon, and 
that is the proper Uſe of it, to work a full Perſua- 
„ ect of Wc nine! . hon 
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* Sapientis animus ita ſemper affectus eſt, ut ratione opti- 
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„ ze Vfe of Haman Reaſon 
fion and a Reſolution of doing juſt Things: We 


| ſhould nicely obſerve how far we deviate from a juſt 


Uſe of Life, and of our natural Powers; How far 
we err from a right Uſe of thoſe Means which God 


hath put into our. Hands; what Safety there is in 
doing Wrong; what excuſe of any Neglect; how 


dangerous it is to reſiſt the Almighty z and when 


we know all theſe Things, tlie moſt of all 0h re- 
ly, and ; 


m.maains, to ſee the Obligation of doing all exa 
> Cor. vil. to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God. Bleſſed are they 


7, ' that keep his Teftimonies, and ſeek him with the whole 


Plal, cxix. Heart. They alſo do no Iniquity ; they walk in his Ways. 


and theſe require our Conſideration. It is through 
_ a careleſs Neglect that Men conſider not afflicting 


Providences, the Deſolation of Wars, and other 


ſudden Calamities; they rather ſuppoſe they come 


by Accident, or by Men's Ambition and Covetouſ- 
neſs: But it is our Buſineſs to obſerve, that Gd 
prevents Evils which might fall upon us; and that 

it is becauſe of Sin that he permits the Devil to 


tempt wicked Men, and thoſe to work Miſchief in 


the World: It is therefore our Wiſdom to take 
warning, leſt ſudden Deſtruction come upon us, and 
ta lead a regular Courſe of Life; not faſbioning our 


1 Pet. i. ſelves according to the former Lifts But as he which 
#5. bath called us is Holy; ſo let us be: Holy in all manner 
of Converſation. ©. © C 


„ 
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IIx is not impoſſible nor very difficult to attain 8 
the neceſſary Knowledge: All the Danger is in de- 


ſpiling and neglecting the Part of Man to ferve his 
Jod., Nothing is more dangerous than Inconſider- 
ation; it cauſes an indolent Careleſſneſs, and con- 


Grace of God: It permits Man's natural Pride to 


9 „ very 
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Wx ought to reflect upon the Evils that happen 
in the World, and theſe will help to confirm and 
perſuade the Mind to Duty: God generally uſetn 
natural Means in the Execution of his Judgments, 


tempt of Religion, which is inconſiſtent with the 


procced in it's own Way, and to find excuſes for e- 


E RELIGION; Ge. 
very evil Work: * But Conſideration digeſts and 
applies Arguments to the Soul, and cauſes the in- 
ward Thoughts to dwell io Tong upon ſpiritual Ob- 
jets, that they make a ſtrong Impreſſion upon the 
Will and Affections; and by Grace affiſting, fix the 
Mind in Reſolutions of performing all religious Du- 
ties. After that Moſes had repeated the Works of 
God to Iſrael, he exhorts them to Conſideration, as 
if all other Means without that were ineffe&tual; . 
without that the great Lightning, and the Voice f 
God would not avail: Out of Heaven he made thee Deut. iv. 
to hear his Voice, that he might inſtrutt thee. Know 36, 39. 
therefore this Day, and conſider in thine Heart. 
ALL Impediments of Knowledge and Practice a- 
riſe from our ſelves, by ſuffering ſome Paſſion or o- 
ther to enſlavè and command our Reaſon : By which 
unworthy 'Proceeding, Men make themſelves unfit | 
to receive Divine Grace, or have leſſer Meaſures be- 
ſtowed upon them. It is ſtrange to obſerve, how 
Paſſion and Intereſt cauſe very different Opinions, and 
both Parties think themſelves in the Right: Some 
Men cannot ſee their Errour, and the beſt Reaſon- 
ing will not convince them; becauſe they are pre- 
engaged. by Paſſion or Intereſt : Others perceive their 
Errour, yet Pride will not let them own it. Diffi- 
_ culties indeed we frequently meet with; it is the 
Condition of Life to be exerciſed with them: There 
is no Affair in the World, in which there is not 
ſome Difficulty, and ſome Objection may be raiſed 
againſt every Thing: But Reaſon carefully em- 
ploy'd, and ſoberly exerting it ſelf, will either ſatis 
ty us, or render us excuſable. God is not ſo hard à Mat. xxv. 
Maſter, as to reap where he hath not ſown, and to ga- 5 
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ther where hath not ſtroꝛed. e | 
Human Reaſon, through natural Corruption, 


ill 
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In mille facinorum furias mens otioſa diſcurrit. Sen. 
I Corporum offenſiones ſine culpa accidere poſſunt, animo- 


rum non item quorum omnes morbi ac perturbationes ex aſ- 
pernatione Rationis eyeniunt, Cic, Tuſc, - N 


— 
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3 will fail us without Divine Grace. When God is 

= fully provoked by Mens Careleſſneſs, he takes away 

| his Holy Spirit from them, and then they are ſure 

| to run into fatal Errours: * Whence God is ſaid to 
| cauſe them to err; that is, not by putting any force 
| upon them, but by with-drawing his 1. from 
| Ifa. briii. them. O Lord, why. haſt thou made us to Er, 
| pf lex; and hardned our Heart from thy fear? My People 
II. 1 would not hearken to my Voice, and ae}, would 
| : none of me; ſo I gave them up to their own 
| Hearts Luſts, and they walked in their own Coun - 
| ſels. Doubtleſs God will not reje& any Man that 
| acts according to Reaſon: If he wants the Light of 
| the Goſpel, he will find ſome Degrees of Mercy, or 

| | ſome good Providence to help him to better Know- 

* ledge; and he, that hath the Light of the. Goſpel, 

| will be well accepted, if he uſe his hearty Endea- 

| vours, tho' he be ignorant of many Things. If any 

| Man come to God by Faith, ſuch as he can attain 
by a careful Uſe of his Reaſon, he ſhall not want Ill * 

John vi. any thing Neceſſary for Life and Happineſs. - He 

35. that cometh to me, ſaith our Saviour, ſball never Hun- 

5 ger; and he that believeth on me, ſhall never thirſt. 
TE ignorant Man, if he fits down to conſider, 
will underſtand more than he expected, and will 
Reaſon better than any expected from him. He 

_ that ſets himſelf to work, and tryes what he can do, 
often performs, beyond Expectation: He that goes, Wl 
about it in Earneſt, may learn to know every Duty, 
and will encline his Mind to perform it; and as it 

is a Work moſt acceptable to God, he will find 
If. xxviii. more Aſſiſtance than in other Affairs. Whom ſhall 

9. he teach Knowledge, and whom will he make to 

underſtand Doctrine? Them that are weaned from 

the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſt. God re- 

a quires an early Uſe of Man's Reaſon, and giveth 

ſich Meaſures. of Grace, ſuch Hints in his Revelati- 

3 1 ons 
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ons and Providences, as may ſer him at his proper 
Work, and help him to perform it. Tie datt made 
of one Blood a Nations of Men for to dwell on all 
the Face of the Earth, and hath detetmined the 
Times before ap pointed, and the Bounds of their 
Habitation, that the y ſhould feek the, Lord, if hapiy they Ads el 
might feel after him, "ht be be wor far from every one of u 26, 27. 
THEREFORE, God being not ſeen to our ma- 
terial Powers, requires the Uſe of our Reaſon, - f o 
_ enquire after him; and for other good Purpoſes, he 
requires his own with Uſury, and that by Faith we 
ſee him, who is inviſible: ot corrupt Nature of it 
ſelf cannot diſcharge the Duty of a Rational Being, 
and obtain Eternal Hap Nature is not able 
of it ſelf to determine What i 5 Right or Wrong, as 
it can diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil: * She 
hath need of ſeveral Means to aſſiſt her, the reveal- 
ed Laws of God, and the work of Human Reaſon, 
which inventeth auxiliary Laws, by Study and Ex- 
perience. We know by Nature what is profitable 
_ leaſant, and what is hurtful to us; but we do 
hoes: well know what's juſt and unjuſt. - I had not Rom. vi, 
e Sin, but by the Law: For I bad not known 7. 
Luſt, except the Lau had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet. 
 NerrTHeER can we diſcharge our Duty without. 
Divine Aſſiſtance; nor is God a Doer of Man's 


— 


__— 


; 


) Work, but a friendly to him. He that 18 

„L afliſted is ſuppoſed to be doing himſelf, and to be 
» | glad: too of neceſſary Aſſiſtance: Nor yet can we do 
all our Work ex ly, our State is ſtill imperfect 
through the great a of Sin, and there is ſtill. 
much Iniquity in bias: He cannot diſcern all that 

? is __ nor "IF do all-that he can 3 N 
1 | 80 Wen 
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Ponderibus moduliſq; ſuis Ratio utitur? Hor, Lib. 1. Sat. Mi 
Nec Natura poteſt juſto ſecernere iniquum e teexrts: 
Dividit ut denn diverſis, — petendis, . 

| | Hor, Lib. 1. Sat. 3: 
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The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
We are haunted with divers Lufts, _ Thoughts, 

worldly Deſires, diſtruſt of God, and unmindfulne 
of hint. We cannot avoid being guilty of Inadver- 
tency, and _—_— Opportunities of glorifying 
our Creatorz For to Will is preſent with me, but 
how to perform that which is good, I find not: 
However, the greateſt Caution is to be uſed, - leſt in 
any Manner we deſpiſe the Riches of his Goodneſs,. and 
Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering ; not knowing that the 
Goodneſs of God leadeth us to Repentance. e 
Wuxũꝝ have need of further Help to ſtand before 
the Infinite Juſtice of God, and ought to accept of 
the Son of God with all Thankfulneſs, who is the 
Propitiation for Sin, and can make us worthy to in- 
herit Eternal Life; Yet he doth not not give us 
Licence to Sin; that would be a greater Diſhonour 
to God, and a Diſgrace to his Grace: No, Chriſt 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all Iniquity, and purify: to himſelf a —_ zealous . 
of good Works; ſuch as become rational Men, who 
Gelire to be accepted of the Ing of Heaven. God 
requireth a regular Courſe of Lite, and one Day in 
. ſeven for his peculiar Service: Can we think that 
too much? We ſhould rather expect he might de- 
mand every Day, and all our Labour for himſelf. 
Therefore, howſoever he is pleaſed to exerciſe our 
Vertue, we ought to ſubmit with Patience, and be 
content with the hardeſt State of Life, if we can 
but get to Heaven: Seeing then we have a great High 
_ Prieſt, that is paſſed. into the Heavens, 2 the Son 
of God, let us hold faſt our Profeſſion: For ve have 
not an High Prieſt, which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our Infirmities, but was in all Points tempted 
like as we are, yet without Sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, 
and find Grace to help in Time of Need, © 
TRE Sabbath Day is a peculiar Time, when God 
may be found of them that /eek him: It is a Con- 
tempt of Religion, that Men ſo indifferently gs 
| | | the 
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the Sabbath, and are eaſily diverted from the Ser- 
vice of God: If it was not a Divine Appointment, 
it had been very - agreeable to Reaſon; that Men 
ſhould have ſet Times of Worſhip, and the Neglect 
of them would be a Contempt; much more it is a 
Contempt to neglect a; Divine Appointment. Sup- 
poſe two or three Friends ſhould meet, and inſtead 


of going to Church, keep Company on the Sabbath 
day; grant they drink moderately, and have no o- 


ther Converſation, but what is allowable at another 


Time; yet they flight the Divine Service, and pre- 


fer their own Pleaſure before it: F thou turn away 1a. lviii. 
thy Foot from the Sabbath, from: doing thy. Pleaſure on 13, 14. 


my boly Day, and call the Sabbath a Delight, the Holy 


of. the Lord, . honourable, and ſbalt bonour him, not do- 


ing thine, own Ways, nor finding thine own Pleaſure, 
nor ſpeaking thine -own Words: Then ſbalt thou Delight 
thy ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon 


£ 


Heritage of Jacob thy Father. 


. 


& ſhould conſecrate this Part of our Time to him: 
«© So I have found by a ſtrict and diligent Obſerva- 
ce tion, that a due Obſervation of the Duty of this 
% Day, hath ever had joyned to it, a Bleſſing upon 


© the Reſt of my Time; and the Week, that hath 
<< been ſo begun, hath been bleſſed and proſperous 


« to me; and on the other Side, when I have been 


cc Negligent of the Duties of this Day, the Reſt of 


the Week hath been unſucceſsful and unhappy to 
% my own ſecular Employments-: So that I could 


« eafily make an Eſtimate of my Succeſſes in my 


« {ee 


the high Places of the Earth, and feed thee with the 


THe. learned and pious. Judge Hales gives a par- 
ticular Advice to his Children concerning the Sab- 
bath, and makes a remarkable Obſervation of him- 
ſelf: © I have by long and found Experience found, 
ce that the Obſervation of this Day, and of the Du- 
<« tics of it, have been of ſingular Comfort and Ad- 
“vantage to me. God Almighty is Lord of our 
“ Time, and lends it to us; and as it is but juſt we 
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The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
cc ſecular Employments the Week following, by the 
« Manner of my 3 this Day; n F do 
“ not write lightly or inconſiderately, but upon a 
“long and ſound. Obſervation and Experience. * 

THIS Obſervation doth not always hold, God 


acts as he thinks fit, and doth not always immedi- 


ately chaſtiſe Offenders, and diſtinguiſh pious Men 
by extraordinary Favours; but it rather happens to 


the good to be corrected, when bad Men are not 


regarded: Men may be permitted for a Time to 
ſe of Means; but the different State of good and 


bad Men will appear in a proper Time. It is the 


worſt Sign of Men's State, when they neglect the 
Sabbath, and yet proſper much in this World; or 


Protection, and ſhall not fall under great Calamities, 
which the Holy Scripture compares to great Wa- 


Pſ. xxxii. 


come in in Misfortune like other Men: However trou- 


ble ſhall not come nigh the pious Man, ſo as to do 
him any great harm; he is always under the Divine 


ters: PFor'this ſhall every one, that is godly, pray unto 
thee, in a Time when thou mayeſt be found; ſurely in 
the Floods of great Waters, they ſhall not come nigh im- 
r h. enn 7s THOR 


Bor the Goodneſs of God cannot acquit Men 


of Sin and contempt of his Laws: He cannot diſ⸗- 


engage himſelf from his Juſtice, nor reverſe his own 


Rules, whilſt he ſhews his Goodneſs to Men. He 


cannot in Honour yield himſelf to be deſpiſed, even 


whilſt he would have all Men to be {aved, and 


Deut. . 
| 29, 


ſhews his Deſire of their Welfare: O that they had 


ſuch a Heart in them, that they would fear me! 
The good Will of God cannot take Place without 
the Reaſon of Man: He can do no more than he 
has done, without offering Violence to our Wills 
and Reaſons, and taking away the original Right. 
which he had given us, of being free Agents. An 


_ altho? Reaſon is not a perfect Guide, yet ſuch as it 


is God ſpeaks to it, not to any other Guide: Orher 


Guides 


* 
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Guides are not Principals, - but Auxiliaries to natural 
Reaſon, to enable it to 0 its Duty more perfectly. 


Reaſon always was obliged to ſtudy the Laws it | 
being, and to guard againſt 'Tranſgreſſion. Revela- 
tion is only the Law of Nature fulfilled, and a Help 1 


to our natural Reaſon : The Spirit it ſelf helps our 
Infirmities, to make us Men of more ſound Reaſon, 


and more able to obey the original Law: For God 1 Theſ. 
hath not called us to Uncleanneſs, but unto Holineſs :\ He iv. 8. 


therefore that deſpiſeth, deſpiſetb not Man but ak who 
hath alſo given unto us his holy Spirit. 


this World, that Sinners may be acquitted of-the 


infinite Juſtice of God, and received into the King- 
dom of Heaven. The beſt of Men have need of 
infinite Mercy to attain eternal Salvation: It is a 


Mercy that any Sinners live, that Sin can be par- 


brace the bleſſed Opportunity, and to be pious Wor- 


Lord, even his Corrections in this Life, are Merey u 
and 7 ruth,” unto b 5 on his Covenant and bis 2e. 10 
ſtimonies. 4 


Bur che Divine Mercy ho not nd & fas, 


Men, and beſides the Enormity of Sin, an abomin- 
able diſreſpect and contem the Deity.  Severit ty 
is conſiſtent with infinite roving vhen juſtice cal 

for Vegenance upon thoſe who diſobey and affront 


the infinite Majeſty of God: They muſt be . | 


Ix is not to be doubted, that Mercy is a glorious 

Attribute of God, and it hath been diſplayed in ma- 

ny Inſtances of Pity towards Men. It was the Ef- 
fect of Infinite Mercy, that God ſent his Son into 


doned upon Repentance, and that Time is allowed 
to repent : We ought readily and thankfully to em- 


ſhipers of a gracious: God, in whom we live, and 

move, and have our being, 'whilſt we are Sinners a- 

—— him; God infinitely hates Sin, and it is an 

infinite Mercy that we can eſcape his Judgment, and 
lay hold upon eternal Life. All the Paths of the Tim. vi. 


as Men are apt to imagine; there is room for great | 
Scverity againſt Sin; there is great unworthineſs in 
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of the ſoreſt Puniſhment, who continually: diſhonout 

God and trample upon his Laws. An infinite Pu- 

niſhment is due to Sin, which is committed againſt 

infinite Majeſty, and which would be for ever an 

Exod. xv. Enemy to him, 25h is glorious in Holineſs: Irapeni- 

11. tent Sinners would increaſe in Wickedneſs, and con- 
Rom. i. tinue for ever haters of GM. 

%ũ Fon Sin is not to be meaſured by this ſhort Life: 

The Sinner is to be reputed ſuch as he would be, if 

he was to live for Ever; he would be fo long an 

Enemy to God, and therefore deſerves everlaſting 

Puniſhment z he would {till rebel againſt God's Au- 

thority; he would never have him to reign over 

him, and therefore God can never be reconciled to 

him, but his Wrath abideth on him for Ever: This 

is an inexpreſſible Calamity; which we ſhould dai- 

| p4 ſet before our Eyes. There is a Duty owing to 

God, the Knowledge of it lies in a little Compals, 

and what is Neceſſary, is eaſy to be underſtood : 

All the Difficulty is to perſuade our ſelves to pra- 

ctiſe it, and this we ſhould endeavour by all rational 

Arguments; chiefly we ought to conſider continu- 

ally, that God is in earneſt when he commands, 

and it is no indifferent Matter to diſobey, no ſmall 
Crime to deſpiſe the Commandment. © 

No w, if we did only believe in God, and have 

ſome Notion of his Greatneſs, Power and Holineſs, 

we may find out by our Reaſon, that Man ſtands in 

need of Redemption: For if I be ſure that I have 

commirted one Sin or Offence againſt the infinite 

Monty of God, how can I be ſure that he will par- 

don it? But we are guilty of innumerable Offences; 

ſetting aſide the more heinous Sins, we Sin daily 

.and- continually againſt the Almighty Creator, by 

departing from the Ends of his Creation, and in- 

verting the Order thereof. We cannot comprehend 

the- Number of our Sins, and the ſeveral Neglects 

Paal. xix, Of Duty: Who can underſtand bis Errours, cleans thou 

12, 13, me from my ſecret Faults? Keep thy Servant alſo from 

„„ * 
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ſumptious Sins, let them not have Dominion over me. 


and abſtain from all Appearance of Evil. But it is 1 Thef, v. 
an Aggravation of Sin, if Men make Uſe of Images 22. 
as helps to Devotion. God hath given us ſuch a Ca- 
pacity, as not to need any ſuch vain Helps: We have 
the Image of God in our Spirits, and we ought to i 
Worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, not by falſe Re- — 
| preſentations. Our Reaſon ought to put us in mind 2 
of our Duty, and lead us to the Throne of Grace. | 
The Uſe of Images abuſeth the divine Nature, and -— 
debaſes Human Reaſon. There is another Sin in ' 
Prayers offer d to Saints, and Adoration of their Ima- | 
ges; this Practice aſcribes to them thoſe Attributes, | 
which belong only to God, and the Honour of Me- 
diation, which belongs only to Chriſt, There is one 1 Tim. th 
God and one Mediator between God and Men, the Man f 
FFP oe noane | 
From what has been already ſaid, it ſeems to be 
Manifeſt that altho' God hath revealed his Will, and 
aſſiſted the Law of Nature by his Commandments, yet 
he hath left a Work for Human Reaſon, that moſt 
excellent Gift, viz. To ſtudy the full Intention of 
his Laws, and to perſuade our ſelves to obey them. 
This is the moſt difficult Work, to perſuade our 
ſelves to do thoſe good Works, to which we are 
not inclined, and to renounce thoſe Vices, to which 
we have a ſtrong Inclination. And altho' Chriſt 
came down from Heaven, to cure the Evil of Sin 
partly in this Life, compleatly in the Life to come; 
yet he requires a Work to be done by us, viz. to- 
avoid what is odious, and to do what is agreeable, 
to the facred Majeſty of Heaven: We cannot have 
the Benefit of Chriſt's Merit, without an accept- 
able Degree of Holineſs: And when we conſider our 
State, He that is moſt holy will not think he can 
be fayed, without the Merit of Jeſus Chriſt, © 


WxE ought to avoid Errour as much as poſſible, 
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Sect. 3. 

The Old Teſtament under the Law of 
e Nature. 25 
; © Ne Law.of Nature is the Original Law, and 
perſe& in it ſelf, but became weak through 
Man's Infirmity; wherefore the Law of Moſes was 
added, to explain, ſtrengthen, and aſſiſt the Law of 
Nature; Betore the revealed Law, Man had only 
the Law: of Nature, by which he was obliged to 
govern himſelf, and to OE. his Creator: It was 
then his Duty ta make the beſt Uſe of that Law, 
and of the Power that remained to him after the 
Fall; It was his Duty to do, what prudent Men 
will do, with reſpect to this World; when they 
have loſt part of their Fortune, they will be cauti- 
ous to preſerve the reſt. Accordingly, the Gentiles 
which have not the Law, do by Nature the Things 
contained in the Law, theſe having not the Law 
are a Law unto themſelves, which ſhew the Work of 
the Law written in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo 
bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean while ac- 
cuſing, or elſe excuſing, one another, _ 
Bur as God intended to ſhew Mercy to Men, 
and. knowing their Weakneſs, he did from the Be- 
ginning ſome Way or other aſſiſt them. In the In- 
fancy of the World, he manifeſted himſelf by viſi- 
ble Appearances, and gave them Admonitions, which 
were by Tradition delivered to Poſterity. The Di- 
vine Appearance in the Hebrew is called Shechinah. 
As God is to all, and in all Places, he is called Je 
„ 9 : bovah. 
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hovah, that is, HE that is, and ſo he ſtiles himſelf, ol. 


Jam that I am, reſpecting his Eſſence: But in re- 
ſpect of his Preſence, as he uſeth to be in holy Pla- 


ces, He is called Shechinah, that is, He dwelleth, or 


is preſent. He is ſaid to dwell (faith the Hebrew 
Writer * Maimonides) where he putteth his Marks 


or Evidences of his Preſence. This Name is alſo 11a. 1y;. 


applied to the ri Spirit, in reſpect of God dwel- 15. 
ling with Men. Therefore the Church is ſtiled the 
Houſe of God, and good Men the Temples of the Holy 
. rn 
IN thoſe ancient 8 God gave Inſtru- 
Etions to Men, and when he did not vouchſafe to 
ſhew Tokens of his Preſence, he inſtructed by his 
Prophets and his Providences; It is very remarkable, 
that God ſpeaking to Mankind, commonly intends 
more than is expreſſed, on Purpoſe to exerciſe Mens 
Thoughts; and in his ordinary Providences, there 
are Hints of moral Inſtructions, which ſerve inſtead 
of Words, and require Study to underſtand them. 
His extraordinary Acts, like Egyptian Hieroglyphicks, 
ſerve inſtead of Precepts, and this to employ human 
Reaſon, to put Man upon rational Thinking, and 
oblige him to take ſome Pains to ſerve his Creator. 


1 Cor. vi. 
19. 


By this Method God intimates to us, that this Life 


is not the only State of Man; but there is a further 
meaning of Laws, Admonitions, and Providences, 
viz. That there is a future State, which ſhould em- 
ploy our Thoughts. Ce re kts 4 Lane 

Fox ſince God ſo much concerns himſelf in the 


Affairs of Men, there muſt be ſome great End in 


his Works and Words. But this Life is not wor- 
thy, that Man ſhould employ all his Thoughts about 
it, much leſs that the Almighty ſhould ſo viſit him 
when Nature is ſufficient for the Ends of this Life, 
and is alſo capable of better Buſineſs, than the De- 
Ret of Coo onde; 
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84 The Vſe of Human Reafon 
mands of this World. So mean is this preſent Life, 
Gen. xli. the beſt of Men may ſay of it, few and Evil have 
9. the Days of the Years of my Lite been; and yet 
they juſtly ſuffer in this Life, becauſe they have not 
rightly conſidered divine Providence, and do not 
put Truſt enough in the Almighty, but are I to 
complain too much, as Jacob did, altho' a pious Man, 

All theſe Things are againſt me. 5 

TR Neglect of Human Reaſon was the Cauſe of 
Evil from the Beginning, and will be ſo to the End 


of the World. The firſt Man and Woman were 


endow'd with Reaſon in a high Degree, to the ut- 
molt Perfection of ſuch a Creature; the Neglect of 
it occaſioned their Sin, and deprived them in Part 
of the Gifts they had abuſed: They did not conſi- 
der, that Sin is a8 large as the Perfection of God, 
and aggravated by their own Perfection; but as if it 
had been a Trifle, they deſired to know what Evil 
Was, and they knew it to their Coſt. They pur- 


chaſed Evil with the Goods of their Mind, and poi- 


foned their good Nature with Sin, which brought 
forth Corruption and Death to them and their Po- 
ſterity: They brought forth, not the Image of God, 
as 1t was made by him, but-the Image of their own 
Gen, v. Corruption; Adam begat a Son in his own Likeneſs, 
1, . mD-*P ĩð 7, e 
Ass oO as Man had fallen by the Devil's Temp- 
tation, God was pleaſed to acquaint him, that the 

Seed of the Woman ſhould bruif: the Serpent's Head, 
and the Serpent ſhall bruiſe his Heel. 'This is an 
obſcure Prophecy of Chriſt, and of his Victory over 
the Devil. It can only be explained by the Event, 
His ſubduing the Devil's natural Power, by wiſe and 
equitable Means. This Prophecy being ſo obſcure 
is not A as a Proof of Chriſt's Miſſion, nor 
inſiſted upon by his Apoſtles; becauſe there are Proofs 
more plain, and abundantly ſufficient, only it is hint- 
Rom. xvi, £d at by Way of Alluſion; the God of Peace ſhall 
20 bruiſe Satan under your Feet ſhortly, and Chriſt took 
5 | 25-2. 
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- Ueprived: of Liberty, or others would oppoſe their d 


the Truth; and Faith is abundantly confirmed by them. 


and to put him upon arguing with himſelf, two emi- 


upon the Hope of God's Favour, and to ny | 
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our Nature, hat thro” Death he might defliroy him that Heb. ii. 14. | 


bad the Power bf Death, that is, the Devil. 


Fer this Prophecy is a concurrent Teſtimony, 
with other Proofs of Chriſt's Deſign; and very ſa- 
tisfactory to the Enquirer, when he conſiders how a- 
greeable they are to each other, and not applicable 
to any other Perſon. Indeed no Prophecy ought to 
be very plain, that is to be fulfilled by free Agents; 
it would either want Actors, or the Actors muſt be 


acting; ſo that a Prophecy could not be fulfilled, if 
it were perfectly underſtood, except in ſome extraor- 
dinary judgments; and when it is fulfilled, if there 
remain any Difficulties, they are intended to exerciſe 
Reafon and to approve our Faith; ſo divine Prophe- 
cies are 8 qualified, yet ſo agreeable in the 
principle Parts, that they leave no room to doubt of 


Bur the chief End of the firſt Prediction was be- 
fore it's Completion, to oblige Man to truſt in God, 


nent Duties, indiſpenſably N pr God being the 
fuprente Power and Giver of Lite, will have Man 
to truſt in him, both for the preſent and future Life, 
ard to think it worth his while to take fome Pains 


us Mind aboùt his future Preſervation, upon ſuch 
Hints as he is pleaſed to give concerning it. It is a 
Subject fit for him to meditate upon all the Days of 
his preſent Life. His Confideration would raiſe ſome 
Hopes from-fach a Saying of God, and comfort him 
concerning his preſent mortal State; he would in 
Time make uſeful Obſervations, and God would hel- 
him, as he doth in bodily Labour, to gather ſome 
good Fruits out of the Labour of his Mind, via. 
That as the Serpent had overcome Man, ſo the Ser- 
pent ſhould be overcome by Man; and as the Ser- 
pent's Victory had brought Death; ſo another Vi- 
Qory mould bring Life. 
ff! ĩͤ ß 
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86 The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
'Tr1s ſeems to be the Method of divine Wiſdom, 

not to expreſs Things in plain Words, but to cover 
Bleſſings with a Veil, and Truths with Miſtery, that 
Man's Reaſon may be well employ'd, and take ſome 

Pains to Enquire into the Meaning of difficult Pro- 
poſitions. He might conclude from the Difficulty 

it ſelf, that ſome Good was hid under it; and it is 
probable, all conſiderate and pious Men had ſome 
Apprehenſions of a future Good from that Predicti- 


1 Col. 1. On; altho' it was not perfectly underſtood z it was a 
26. Myſtery hid from Ages and from Generations, but 


now is made manifeſt to the Saints, ſo far as Man 
is capable to apprehend it. Yet in thoſe former A- 
ges, Saints had as it were a diſtant Proſpect of that 
great Myſtery of Man's Redemption, as our Lord 
Jo. viii. 2 of Abraham, he reſoyced to ſee. my Day and he 
$6. ſaw it and was glad, 8 himſelf received a Plain- 


| Gen, xxil. er, yet {till an obſcure Prediction of Chriſt, In thy 
18. Seed fhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 


TuRsE Difficulties are propoſed to Human Rea- 

ſon, to employ it in Divine Exerciſes. Human Rea- 

| ſon is a moſt noble Faculty, and as the Soul excells 

all earthly Things; ſo the Uſe of Reaſon muſt ex- 

tend beyond this Earth, even to the Contemplation 

of Heaven. * Some of the Gentiles thought Human 

| Reaſon might improve it ſelf to Funk PETOriOns 

and be able to make Men happy, but could never 

prove it by Experience: The contrary, was evident 

in this Life, and the Future State doubtful and ob- 
ſcure. Human Nature could have no Title to the 
Divine Favour, nor demand new Inſtructions from 

God: Nature had loft its Right to all Favour with 

Epheſ. ii. her Innocence, and we. were by Nature Children of 
3 Yrath. For until the Law Sin was in the World, and 
3 Death reigned from Adam to Moſes. Bur 
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Qui ſe integros caſtoſq; ſervaſſent, quibuſq; eflet minima 
cum corporibus contagio, eſſentq; in corporibus humanis vi- 
tam imitati Dei, his ad illos, à quibus eſſent profecti, reditum 
facilem patere, Cic, Tuſ t. e whe > Þ jw Wu 


< 


In RE LIGION, &e. 1 
Bur yet God was pleaſed to give ſome Intimati- 
ons of his. _ Intentions, and grounds for Reti- 
gious Worſhip, by Communications with ſome of 
the moſt rational Men, and eſpecially by prophetick 
Revelations. And altho* Prophecy was at firſt ob- 
ſcure, yet it was the proper Method, and proporti- 
onable to Man's want; it was ſufficient to raiſe his 
Expectation, and give Hopes to a ſerious Mind. 
The firſt "ho qa was very obſcure, and could not 


be underſtood, -'till it was fulfilled, viz. That the Gen. ii. 
Seed of. the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpents Head. But 15. 


this N did plainly enough Intimate, that God 
intended a Victory over the Serpent, who had juſt 

then got a Victory over Man, and that this Victory 
ſhould remove the fatal Effects of the other. 
Tus Prophecy was a good help to Human 
Reaſon, to raiſe a Confidence in God: It ſnewed 

there was Mercy with him, and that he ought to be 
feared in a religious Way, that we might receive 


the Benefit of his Mercy; but at the ſame Time it 


would only 2 to conſiderate Perſons. It ſhew- 
ed the Neceſh | 
the old World became ſo wicked: It is no better 


now with careleſs Men, altho? this Prophecy is ful- 


ly verified: It is now plain enough, becauſe it could 
have no other Meaning, than the Victory of Jeſus 


Chriſt; yet Men do not perceive, who will not uſe 


their Reaſon becauſe God never intended his Word 
to be ſo plain, as not to require any ſtudy therein, 
and leaves them to be blinded by the God of this 
World, who vill not uſe their Reaſon to ſee the 
God-oh Heaven; . dS A 
Ix Was want of - Conſideration which occaſioned 
Cain's Wickedneſs and want of Grace; He was not 


ſo ſenſible, as he ought, of his fallen State, and of 
his actual Sins: He appears before God, as a Perſon: 


not in need of Grace, nor of Repentance: He brings 
an Offering to acknowledge 'G 


od's Kindneſs as co 


ty of Conſideration, for want of which 


* F 4 | Bo no 
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no Attonement for his Sins, as God's Anſwer” to him 


Intimates, If thou doeſt . ſhall thou not be ac- 
* cepted? If thou art Righteous, thou ſhalt be ſaved 


thereby, if not, by what Expiation is thy Sin pur- 


ged? Thy Sin All remaineth. F thou doeft not well, 
Fin lieth at the. Door. 

Bur el was a Petitioner for Grace and. Pardon, 
and brought che proper Attonement, the Þirftlings 
of his Flock, together with a religious Faith. By 
Faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent Sa- 


crifice than Cain, and had reſpect to the great Sacri- 


fice. For, as the Apoſtle ſaith, without ſhedding 
of Blood there is no Remiſſion: This was a conftant 
Maxim with the Fews, and is thought to been ap- 
pointed to Adam, and from him by Tradition deri- 


ved to all Nations: But by a later Appointment of 


Bloody Sacrifices, God 68600 to /rael, that there 


could be no 8 of Sin, without an effectual Sa- 


F Heb. x. 
4. 


vailed 1 us. 


crifice, of which the other were only Types, and 
had been needleſs with the Subſtance: For it is not poſ- 
Able that the Blood" of Bulls and ** Goals Joould foks | 


am Sin. 


THE Prophecy ot on which Hhet's Faith depended i 
uch as 


being obſcure, his Faith was, nor clear, but 


was ſuitable: to the Revelation which God: was 


ſed to give, and was accepted as the Producł of fe- 
rious Conſideration. We may ſuppoſe, he conſider- 


ed the Caſe of Mankind, and ah after this 


| Manner; ] am a Sinner, and m ww 4 Life muſt have an | 


End in this World, becauſi Sin; but I have a 


5 Confidence in ' God, that he hath provided ſome 


Means, whereby Sin and Death may be overcome: 
He hath promiſed that the Seed of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe” the. Serpents Head; This muſt fignifiy, that 
ſome Perſon. ſhall be born of a Woman, who mall 


overcome the Serpent, as he hath - overcome us: 


This prevailing againſt the Serpent can import no 
leſs, than regaining all that Was * oft, When: he pres 


Tuvs 
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Favs "this Prophecy, altho' obſctite, was a Fours 
dation for Religion, and a Truft for a Future Being 
after this mean Life; it gave a general Hope of Par- 
don and Reſtoration: This was as it were a Light 
ſhining in a dark Place, which increafed more and 
more, like the Morning n till the 8un of 
Righteouſneſs aroſe, and the ſpring from on 
high. appeared : 80 God was pleated to ks for 
the Exercife of Man, for the Eabour of his Mind, 
in order to a Reward of his Piety; and ſuch was 4- 
 beÞ's Faith, as the Time required, a Reliance on 
God's Promiſes and Appomtments ; which Faith 
Cain wanted, relying upon his own well-doing. _ 

As Cain offended for want of a proper Sacrifice 
and; fuirable Affections 3 fo did many others offend - 
in Uſe of the proper Sacrifices, and all through the 
ſame Neglect of their Reaſon: For the offering of 
Beaſts became general, but was applied to wrong 
. Purpoſes, to the Worſhip: of falſe Gods, and there- 
the Benefit of them was forfeited. Men negle- 
ing the Uſe of Reaſon | in Religion, loft the right 
and when they knew him in Rom. i. 
ree, they glorified: bim. not as God, ai, 22. 


nations, and their foolifh: Heart: was Uarkeried : 
Profeſſmng thamſelues to, be wiſe, they became Fools, and 


changed the Glory of the wncorruptibie God into an * Image 
made like untu corruptible Man. W 


Ir is/probable nach was inſtructed, by tie firſt 
Prophecy, and made it his Meditation: * He is 
fad ta walk with. Gad, that is, his Mind was intent 


upon him, expecting ſome future Benefit from him. 
His: conſtant ng was to pleaſe” God; and to main- 


tain; an Acquainrance! and Communion with him as 
one devoted to: his: Service, and wholly govern'd- by 
his Will. He walked not with the Men of that 


wicked We 


. He was aa Heaven without ac 8 in os „ i 
of the Wor 1d 987 ; before Chriſt 2997 Tears. 4 TT 1 


go The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
wicked Age, or as they walked, in vain Converſa- 
tion; but, being a Prophet and a Preacher, he preach- 
ed Righteouſneſs with great Zeal, declared againft 
wicked Practices, and boldly owned God and his 
Service in the midſt of a rebellious Generation. Here 
ve find the vaſt Difference betwixt carleſs Men, and 
thoſe who diſpoſe their Minds to Religion. The 
Children of bad Men become religious, and the Chil- 
dren of good Men become vicious, juſt as they con- 
Þ ſider in their Hearts; even the Children of Enoch 
. did not follow his Inſtructions, and loſt the Favour 
l of God, altho' deſcended of thoſe Parents ſo muck 
in his Favour. They departed from the good Way, 
in which they were educated, and join'd with Cain's 
Gen. vi. Poſterity. The Sons of God ſaw the Daughters of 
2. Men that they were fair, and they took them Wives 
bk all Which they choſ e. 
THe. Sons of God were the Poſterity of Enoch 

and other good Men, who preſerved the Image of 

God, ſuch as it remained to Man after his Fall, and 
were Partakers of the Grace of God, ſo long as they 
i nouriſhed his Image, and improved it by Study and 
. pious Exerciſe; but thoſe ſame Perſons afterwards 
cen. vi, growing wicked, the Spirit of God would no longer 


Jud. xiv. 
I 5. 
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. ſtrive with them. The Sons of Men were meer Men, 
W- | who wanted good Education, and had nothing of 
1 the Image of God; they had totally ruined the I- 
F mage of God by Neglect and: ſinful Practices, and 


had only the Nature of corrupt. Men; thus Mankind 
not regarding Inſtruction, nor believing a future State, 
became extremely wicked; the Earth was full of 
Violence and unlawful Luſts. So univerſal was the 
Corruption, there was but one righteous Family, 
and therefore God determines to ſweep them all a- 
way, and only preſerve that Family, for a righteous 
1 bY, EE 64 


Bur 


Seed of a new Generation. 


x the Year of the World 1536, before Chriſt 2448 ars, 
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ordinary Rains which continu 5 
ceaſing, and the Waters prevailed upon the Earth 


II RELIGION, . 
Bur God in Mercy fore warn'd the corrupt World 
of the Deluge 120 Years before it came to paſs, he 


revealed his Intention to Noah and commanded him 


to preach to the People, that their Days ſhould be 


120 Years, till he would deſtroy them by Water; 


and there is no doubt but he was derided for his Pre- 


wou'd meet with in Building the Ark, that threat- 


ned Deſtruction to the World, yet ſeemed a ridicu- 
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diction. So that it was an heroick Act of Faith in Heb. xi. 
Noah, to encounter thoſe Difficulties, which he 7. 


lous Undertaking. -' Chriſt alſo is ſaid to preach to Pet. iii. 


the Spirits in Priſon, becauſe being God, he appoint- 


ed and enabled Noah to preach to thoſe Men, whoſe 
Spirits are now in the Priſon in Hell, which were 


ſometime Diſobedient, when the Long - ſuffering of 
God waited in the Days of Noah, while the Ark 


was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight Souls 
were ſaved by Water. 8855 „ 


HxEREIN is manifeſt the Wiſdom of God, and | 


the Demand he makes upon human Reaſon. He doth 


not fend a Voice from Heaven, nor ſhew a fiery 
Hand, ; to, deſtroy the Liberty of Choice and the Uſe 


of Reaſon; but he applies to Reaſon by rational In- 
ſtruction. Nothing without that will pleaſe him 
and obtain his Grace; nothing without that will 


cauſe Converſion or lead Men to Repentance. When 
Mab had preached twenty Years, he began to pre- 
are the Ark, to confirm his Doctrine, and was an 

red Vears in building it, ſtill warning them of 


given,  whilft the Waters increaſed, to prepare for 
Death; when the Certainty *ppeared by the extra- 
inued forty Days without 
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«:. F They, Deluge was in the 


ting of Abraham 366 Tears, and before Chriſt 2328 Nears. 


the approaching Danger. After the Ark was finiſh- | 
ed, ſeyen Days were added, and yet more Time was 


„ut 


ö — 10 12 N * * 7 
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The Uſe'of Human Reaſon 
Tarts terrible Judgment carried along with it 
Admonitions to Men, and a twofold Deſign of God. 
Firſt, There was a Deſign of God to ſave as many 


of the old World, as could be brought to Repen- 


tance; it was an Inſtruction to them, and a Warn- 
ing to repent, and a glorious Repeſentation both of 


Divine Juſtice and Mercy. When they ſaw the 


great Rains, the Waters welling round about them, 


| and at laſt driving them to the Hills, they muſt need 


be convinced, that Judgment was at Hand, and this 


would teach "them to . the remaining Time 


in calling upon God, whom they had ſo long forgot. 
The gradual Incraſs of the Flood woul 2 4 

Habe Time for this, that all thoſe whoſe 
Hearts were not harder than the nether Milftone; 


might make their Peace with God, beg his Pardon, 
421 obtain his Mercy. 


Secondly, T H E Deluge Was s defign'd tobe a ſtand⸗ 


ing Leflon of the Power and Providence of God to 


the ſucceeding World. It declares his Hatred of 
Sin, and gives Warning inſtead of many Words, 


that we ſhould conſider whom we Moy to anſwer, 


at a more dreadful Day of a general Judgment. It 


was not attended, as the laſt Judgment will be 
with a glorious Appt rance, but it contains tacit In- 
ſtructions, which Reaſon muſt apprehend. God' is 
now filent and inviſible; therefore careleſs Men do 


not ſce, nor read his Providences, which have in all 
Ages, and ſtill do manifeſt a divine Power ruling in 


the World; but rational Men ſee and conſider the 


Hand of God, and to them he hath a mereiful Re 


| _— His Judgments and Providenees ſtill inftru& the 


orld, and are obſerved by conſiderate Men. ' The 


f . Springs 97 the Waters ave ſeen, and the Foundations of 


the round World are diſcovered at thy chiding, O Lord, 

at the Blaſting of the Breath of thy "Diſpleafove. or 
THE RE are inſtructive Providences in the Life of 

Abraham, which ſhew the Work of human'Reaſon, 


and * 8 of N Ane * 
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called from his Native Country into a ſtrange Land, 
becauſe he was a 5 „ e (may to 3 God in a 
rational Way, a Work highly accepable; as being 
a Help to hiraſelf in a proper Method, to gain the 
Souls of Men, and to bring them to his eternal King- 
dom. He was an Example of Vertue, as well as a 
Teacher to his Poſterity, and not to them only, bur 
alſo to all the World. They were an holy People peut vil. 
unto the Lord, in a Manner a Nation of Prieſts, es. 
made Inſtructors to the World, by the Inſtructions 

given to them, and by God's wonderful Providences 

among them. It was the Gentiles great Neglect 

and Careleſſneſs, that the Name and Power of God 

were not better known among them. 

UyroN this and other Acts of Faith Abraham is 

ſtiled Father of the Faithful, not of the Circumciſi- Rom. iv; 
on only, but of all who walk in the Steps of that 12. 
Faith of our Father Abraham. Altho' he was fo 

much eſteemed of God, yet his Poſterity found no 
Favour, unleſs they follow'd his Steps; nay, they 

are not accounted his Children, and thoſe who in- 
herit his Vertues, are reckoned his Children on God's 
Account, altho' not his Children by Nature. For Rom. ii. 
he is a not Jew, which is one outwardly ; neither is 28. 29. 
that Circumciſion, which is outward in the Fleſh z; 

but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly, and Cir. 
cumciſion is that of the Heart. Many indeed of 4 
braham's Poſterity did not. obey his Inſtructions, and 

they are made Examples and Inſtructors by their 
Puniſhments; and that they may in fome Sort fol- 

low their Father's Steps, and that he may inſtruct 

by his Poſterity, they continue at this Day Eviden- 

ces and Witneſſes of the Chriſtian Faith, by the Diſ- 
ſolution of their Government and Diſperſion through- 

out the Word. . 
TERRE are inſtructive Providences in the Life 

of Iſaac, Lg ar hr Bleſſing his two Sons. The 


r We 
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three great Patriarchs had received Power from God, 
> to give extraordinary Bleflings to their Children, as 
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wee find in the Lives of 7aac and Jacob; but God 


himſelf prevented Abrabam, having ſettled great Bleſ- 


ſings upon his Poſterity. Jaac intends to give his 
chief Blefling to Eſau, being the Elder and beſt be- 


loved: But God prefers the Younger, who was a 
more pious Man, and conſider'd the Value of God's 
Favours, which Eſau had too little regarded. God 
doth not declare his Deſign, nor command Eſau to 


change his Mind, but over-rules him by his Provi- 
dence, He gives Succeſs to Jacob's Policy, altho? 
he committed ſome Faults therein; but E/au having 

greater Failings, and neglecting ſpiritual Affairs, is 


0 * of the principal Bleſſing. 
HE s E Events afford ſeveral Inſtructions, not 
expreſſed in Words, but are to be obſerved by Con- 


ſideration: Reaſon muſt lay hold upon them, and 


improve itſelt thereby. Firſt, It is to be obſerved, 


that Reaſon is a Guide to Man, and it is his Duty 

to follow it, as it is here intimated, God permits 

Men to uſe thoſe Methods, which Reaſon ſuggeſts 
to them. As he hath ordained Reaſon to govern the 


Man; ſo he leaves Man to the Conduct of Reaſon 
and ſuch as his Reaſoning is, ſuch are the Actions of 
his Life. In Religion, he permits Men to proceed, 


as thir Reaſon directs, or as an unguided Will pre- 
vails ; but only he aſſiſts both the Will and Reaſon 
in a right Way. and for ſome 2 End, altho' the 
Means may not be exactly ju 


PC. bexiii. in pious Exerciſes of the Mind, he will guide us with 


24. 


his Counſel, and afterwards receive us to Glory. _ 
Secondly, HERE is intimated the Danger of Ne- 
glect of Conſideration, and of the Contempt con- 


_ tained in that Neglect, Eſau 7 fat his Birth-right, 
and profanedly fold it for a Trifle, as Men ſell Hea- 
ven for the Vanities of this World. He did not 
confider the Value of Spiritual Bleſſings, and too 
late perceived his Errour; when he would have inhe- 


rited the Bleſſing, he was rejected; for he found no 


Place 


. Eſpecially in the 
Uſe of the Means, which himſelf hath appointed, 
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Place for Repentance, tho' he ſought it carefully 
with ers. 
T us all inconſiderate Men 7 the Grace of 
God, when they are careleſs in Religion, and think 
it not worth their while to lay out their Capaci 
in God's Service. This Contempt leſſens the divine 
Favour, and at laſt occaſions the entire Loſs of it, 
we ought to be afraid that any Careleſſneſs may be 
accounted a Contempt; but certainly it's Continuance 
is ſuch an Offence, as will deprive Men of heavenly 
"I Bleflings, - and thus Chriſtians ſell their Birth-right 
by a Contempt of Ry” 907. and Neglect of Atten- 
tion to the Word. ey fail of the Grace of God, Heb. xii. 
and become profane Perſons, as Eſau, who for one Mor- 15, 16. 
ſel of Meat ſold bis Birth-right. V 
TRE Life of Jacob contains ſeveral Inſtructions, 
which are to be extracted by Conſideration, and ſerve 
inſtead of moral Precepts. This Patriarch was once 
in great diſtreſs of Mind about three of his Sons, two 
of which he had given up for loſt, and the third he 
expected not to ſee any more, if he went down with _ 
his Brethren into Eg yp z yet thither of Neceſſity he 
muſt go, which made Jacob paſſionately complain, 
Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take a- 
way Benjamin; All theſe Things are againſt me: When 
at the ſame Time that he made this ſad Complaint, 
Simeon was in Safety, and Joſeph was a mighty Prince, 
and the greateſt Miniſter of State in the World, raiſ- 
ed up for a general Good. All theſe Things ſeem» 
ing ſo much againſt him, were greatly for him, and 
for the Preſervation of himſelf, his whole Family 
and Poſterity. TOE. „ 
HERER x we are taught to ſubmit to God's Will 
and to truſt in his Providence, two great Duties: 
W hen we fear Evil or feel it, Fleſh and Blood cries 
out, and there may be a great Miſtake. God often- 
times over- rules unlikely Means, and even Misfor- 
tunes, as we uſe to call them, to bring about fome _ 
good to us now, or to our Souls hereafter. . * 8 
„„ PLA __ Know * 
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know (faith the Apoſtle), that all Things work to- 
ether for good to them that love God. Let us but 
2 that one Point, the Love of God, and then 
nothing can hurt us, nor can we want any Thi 
that will do us good. And thus the Failings of ns. 
Men will teach us to mend our own Faults. 
Secondly, Wx muſt hereby alſo learn the Duty of 
Patience, and not to judge any Thing before the 
Time: When we fee only the dark Side of Provi- 
dence, we ſhould wait till the Light breaks forth, 
_ Which will clear all Scruples, and anſwer every Ob- 
jection that human Frailty can make. This indeed 
ppens not always in this Life, as it did to Jacob, 
but is reſeryed to compleat our Happineſs in the Life 
to come. So that when we meet with any Affliction, 
Job v. 6. we muſt remember that it ariſeth not out of the Duſt, 
and that God deſigns ſomething by it, that we do 
not think of. It is ordained by him, who orders all 
Things according to the Counſel of his own Will, 
which is always wiſe and holy, juſt and good, tho' we 
cannot apprehend how it ſhould be ſo, no more than 
Jacob could apprehend, how the Envy and Evil Na- 
ture of his Sons, and the Loſs of his deareſt Children 
ſhould open the Way to his own or their H oY 
TRE twelve Sons of Jacob are alſo tiled Patri - 
archs, ſeveral of which did not rightly obſerve 
their Father's Inſtructions, but fell into great Er- 
rours, and their younger Brother Joſepb is appoint- \ 
ed to correct them. He had inform'd them of cer- 
tain Dreams, by which it ſeem'd to be foretold, that 
they ſhould bow down before him; now he being 
but a Stripling, and they mighty Men of Valour, 
they took this in ſuch Diſdain, that forthwith they 
_ conſpire his Death; but behold a Providence, that 
might ſeem to convert an Atheiſt! This very Con- 
{piracy was the ready Way to make him their Lord, 
and they are ſo out-witted by Providence, that with 
their own Hands they did that which they hated to 
think of, and thought to prevent by killing . 
Fg 8 „„ 
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ther; but Reuben ſo far prevailed, , that they only caſt 
him intoa Pit, and there left him to þt ih by Vermia 
or wild Beaſts; after that there came by 4 Company 
of 1/maelites, that were trading into Egypt, and Judah. 
perſuades them to ſell their Brother to theſe Merchants. 
Jo ſeph is ſold again to the Captain of Pharaoh's 
Guard, in whoſe Houſe he behav'd himſelf fo well, 
that his Maſter made him his Steward, and put ail 
that he had into his Hands, and found him ſo faith- 
Ful, that he minded nothing but to eat his Mear, 
and left all to Joſeph's Management. Here we learn 
the: proper Effect of Prudence and Fidelity, and how | 
a Man that is diligent in his Buſineſs comes to ſtand 
before Princes. _ Which ought to be a great Encou- 
1 to Servants, to ale all poſhble Care and Fi- 
de 24 in their Maſter's Buſineſs: But there comes 
another Turn of Providence; Joſepb is falſely accu- 
{ed and caſt into Priſon, here the Goaler ſhews him 
EKindneſs, and at laſt commits all into his Hands, as 
the Captain of the Guard had done before. 

I x happened that two Priſoners had each of them 
a ſtrange Dream, which they told to Joſeph, and he 
interprets them, namely, that one of them ſhould be 

ns to Death, and the other reſtored to the Office of 
Butler, which he had before under the King, ſo it 
preſently came to paſs. Foſeph defired this ſame But- 
ler, to make mention of him to Pharaoh, and ger 
him out of Priſon. Here we may obſerve the Fruits 

of Inconſideration, it produceth Forgetfulneſs and 
Ingratitude z the Butler forgets him for two full 
Years, and thus many Men, when they get their 
own turn ſerv'd, forget their old Friends. Again it 
is to be obſerved, that human Affairs proceed by the 
Uſe of Means, and God's Time muſt be waited for, 
as being the proper Seaſon for Deliverance : Lawful 
Means may and ought to be employ'd, but Patience 

alſo N uſed, until the Time by him appointed. 


Ar the two Years end Pharaoh himſelf had 1 
Dream, which mightily aer him; he calls ſor 


his 
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Foraſmuch as God hath ſhew 


one to another, We are verily guilty. e 
Brother: And when they found the Money in their 
Sacks, which they had paid for 'their Corn, co | 
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his Magicians, and none of them could interpret it: 
This makes the Butler remember Joſeph, and give 
the King an Account of him, who ſent for him in 
haſte out of Priſon; and he not only interprets the 
King's Dream, but gave him ſuch Advice, about 


laying up Corn for an enſuing Famine, that Pharaob 


ſet him over all the Land of 1 18. t told him: 

thee all this, there 
is none ſo wiſe as thou art; thou ſhalt be oyer my 
Houſe, and according to thy Word ſhall all my 
People be ruled; only in the Throne will I be grea- 


ter than thou. Here the Scene opens, and the light- 


ſome Side of Providence begins, to appear; _bur {till 
poor Jacob lives in Darkneſs and Sorrow; the Light 
as yet only ſhone in Egypt, but there was. Miſery 
and Darkneſs in the Land of Candan, and. God per- 
mits him to be afflicted, whom he ſo highly eſteemed. 

TRE Famine alſo begins in Canaan, and Jacob 


ſends ten of his Sons to buy Corn in Egypt; but 


” 
> 0 % 


Brother, whom they had made Merchandiſe of befe re; 
and thoſe that ſold their Brother for a Slave, are 


now bowing down before him. Iuſtead of Revenge, 


| he does them a Kindneſs, and correC&s'their Errours 


in a rational Way: He contrives to diſtteſs them, 
to make them ſenſible of their Sins; and they faid 


ol 
» 


Hearts failed them, and they were afraid, ſaying on 


to another, What is this that God hath done unto 


us? Sin and Wickedneſs, at one Time or other, 


brings Fear and Aſtoniſhment, with Miſery at laft, 
without a ſeaſonable Repentance; and this was Fo- 
| ſeph's Deſign to effect upon his Brethren,” and to 


- 


make them Happy was his Revenge. 


THE y were in the utmoſt Confuſion, when Ben- 


Jamin was arreſted as a Criminal; and this Joſeph 
contrived, to improve their Repentance, and prove 


their 


their Affection to their Brother. But Fo/eph, ha- 
ving made himſelf known, Comforts their troubled 
Minds, exprefles a tender Love towards them, teach- 
es them to conſider God's Goodneſs; and to give 
them greater Aſſurance, he extenuates their Offence, 
which they had committed againſt himſelf. Now 
therefore, faith he, Be not grieved, nor angry with 
your ſelves, that you ſold me hither, for God did 
ſend/ me before you, to preſerve Life. From all 
Which it appears, that Men are oftimes under great 
Miſtakes, when they ſay, All theſe Things are againſt 
them : For there is nothing really and properly a- 
gainſt a Man, but his own Sins and corrupt Affecti- 
ons, and theſe he muſt endeavour by all proper Means 
E 5 
Ix theſe remarkable Providences it is obſervable, 
how many Things (at firſt) very unlikely, God made 
uſe of ts boli about his Purpoſes, as the Sins and 
* Infirmities of ſome Men, the Paſſions and Intereſts 
of others, and even the Contingences of Things in 
Nature, are all made to conſpire and Center in one 
End and Deſign. The Deſign was to preſerve a 
Poſterity in the Earth, and to fave the Lives of Ja- G fl. lx. 
cob and his Family by a great Deliverance: Now. 
God could have done this at any Time by his Al- 
mighty Power, but that alone had not been ſo glo- 
nous, as in Conjunction with Wiſdom and Contri- 
yance; nor ſo uſeful to Men; For out of this ano- 
ther Event was to be produced, viz. To bring a- 
bout a Reformation in the Patriarchs, and that to 
be conſidered by other Perſons. God could alſo 
convert Men and prevent Sin by an 1 
Grace; that is not conſiſtent with the Divine Wil- 
dom, nor with Man's Freedom: Rational Means 
muſt be uſed, to ſet Man's Reaſon to Work, and to 
move him in a reaſonable Way, as far as is poſſible 
td % , ̃ 
Ix God ſhould hinder Sin, by his Almighty Pow- 
er, this would imply a Contradiction, as if God 
= 1. 1 ſhould 
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ſhould make Man rational, and then deſtroy the 


Uſe of Reaſon; make him a voluntary Agent, and 
then take away his Liberty of Choice. It would 


indeed remove Sin out the World; but then it 


wou'd baniſh Holineſs too, it wou'd leave neither 


Vice nor Vertue: For if the Mind of Man is over- 


rul'd by irreſiſtable Power in all his Actions, he is 
neither capable of good nor ill; and where there is 
no Liberty of Choice, there is neither Sin nor Ver- 
tue: Neither is the Freedom of Grace abridged; 
God doth not ſerve as Man pleaſeth, but according 
to his own good Pleaſure he ſheweth Mercy. He 
is not obliged by any Work of Man, but doth not 
deny his Grace to Perſons properly qualified, ſuch as 
ſcriouſly ſeek his Favour, and act the Part of rati- 


onal Creatures: It is to ſuch the Giver faith, A 


and ye fhall have, ſee and ye ſball finn. 
THrvs the Acts of Providence, now as in former 


Times, are not only Judgments or Bleſlings, but 


Inſtructions too: They tacitly intimate ſome Ad- 
monitions, which are underſtood by Conſideration. 


The State of Man is ſo ordered, that he hath need 


of Reaſoning, and his Reaſon muſt do him Service: 


The Works of God are done in Silence, yet they 


teach Man Knowledge; They are done in ſuch a 


Manner, as to accuſtom Men to conſider, and move 
them to keep the whole Law. Conſiderate Men 


ſtudied the Law of Nature, before there was a re- 


Adds vii. 
33. 


vealed Law; but neither the one nor the other is 
obſerved by careleſs Men, no, not by the 1/aelites, 
who received the Law by the Diſpoſition of Angels, 
and kept it not. If Men confider'd the Value of 
Reaſon, they wou'd be attentive to Reaſoning, and 


divine N would be the moſt powerful Per- 
ſuaſions, le tl 
this is obſerved by ſerious Men, who have well con- 


cauſe they ſhew us a real Happineſs; and 


idered why God hath placed us in ſuch a State, as 
to have need of Reaſoning; and why he hath given 


Occaſion to ſo many Arguments, and to ſo much 


En- 
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Enquiry after Knowledge, viz. That we ſhould 
know him to be our God, and ſhew our ſelves rati- 
onal Men. Bp e 
THE Depravity of Nature hath put Man in ſuch a 
State, that he hath greater occaſion to exerciſe his 
Reaſon, becauſe he is flow of Underſtanding : He 
muſt ſtudy to inform himſelf right. He is liable to 
fall into Errour, and raſhly to embrace any Opinions 
that favour his depraved Appetite. This Depravi- 
ty, without a due Exerciſe of the Mind, will pre- 
vail more and more, and reduce the Soul into a State 
of Stupidity z ſo that the Spirit is as it were dead 
and buried in the Fleſh : It hath then only a carnal 
Mind, regards nothing but this World, and how to 
fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh, and God is not in all his Pal. x. 4 
Thoughts. F 9 : 
T n1s evil Sate of Mind is to be obſerved not on- 
ly in common People, but alſo in Men of great Learn- 
ing and excellent Parts. There are Men that can 
ſpeak eloquently and are Maſters of fine Reaſoning, 
yet live in Contradiction to their Reaſon, as if the 
nobleſt Qualifications were the moſt vain and uſeleſs 
Things in the World. It is amazing, how Men can 
| ſpeak the fineſt Things and commit the fouleſt Acti- 
ons; it is becauſe they conſider not the Importance 
of their own Reaſoning, and ſuffer vitious 'Thoughts 
to prevail over it. The Depravity of Nature rules 
iin careleſs Minds, and engages the Will to commit 
Sin, when Reaſon does not guard them.  —_ 
REPETITION of Sin creates an evil Habit or 
Cuſtom, which, as it were, takes faſter hold, and is 
more hardly removed, or not at all curable. * Cu- 
ſtom extinguiſheth the Remains of Life and Capaci- 
ty to Goodneſs, that the firft Sin had left in human 
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* Corruptelà malz Copſuetudinis igniculi extinguntur a na- 
tura dati, oriunturq; & confirmantur vitia contraria. 
Cenſustudg in matufam Tertipir. Sall, 9 5 
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Nature; and generally, like the Ethiopian, that doth 
not change his Blackneſs, they will not learn to do 
good, that are accuſtomed to do evil ; But, 'Train 
up a Child in the Way he ſhould go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it. Reaſon and Ex- 
rience agree with the Holy Scriptures ; That the 
Way to cure Nature in ſome meaſure is to oppoſe 
it's Depravity by contrary Actions and acquire an Ha- 
bit of Vertue. The Way to preſerve Life and Health 
in the Soul, is to uſe it's Reaſon to govern the Will 
and improve the Underſtanding. The Way of Life is 
above to the Wiſe, that be may 8 from Hell beneath. 
ConsIiDERATION ſtrengthens the Mind, pre- 
vents an evil Cuſtom from taking hold, and produc- 
eth a Cuſtom of Vertue; * whereby it becomes in 
a Manner natural, and is then eaſy to be practiſed, 
and as much confirmed, as Vice is ina contrary Courſe. 
Thus upon human Reaſon, the beſt part of Man, the 
greateſt Weight is laid, and it is put upon a Trial in 
this Life, whether it will advance or depreſs itſelf, 
by directing the Will to chooſe Good or Evil: For 
Man having diſobeyed and diſhonoured his Creator 
by Sin, he is put into a State of Trial, in order to 
a better Life; in ſuch a State as that he may either 
improve or debaſe himſelf; and may either advance 
higher like unto Angels, or fall lower like unto in- 
fernal Spirits, according as he uſeth the beſt Part of 
himſelf, and the nobleſt Gift of God, belonging to 
the natural Man, his REASON. He may advance 
himſelf to Heaven, or debaſe himſelf to Hell. 
To attain a Life of Happineſs, -by the Fayour of 
the Almighty, it is a great Step, that a Man behave 
himſelf as rational, and ſhew himſelf a Man, accord- 
ing to the ſaying of a Gentile, F I am a Man, and what 


* Hoc natura præſcribit, ut homo homini, quicunqʒ fit ob eam 
ipſam cauſam tantùm quod homo fit, conſultum/velit 

5 F e ne; 2. CANe; --- 
1 Homo ſum & nihil humani a me alienum puto. Ter. 
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* Eft in animis omnium fere Natura molle quiddam, demiſ- 
ſum, humile, enervatum quodammodo et languidum, Si nil 
eſſet aliud, nihil eſſet homine deformius. Sed præſto eſt domi- 
na omnium et regina Ratio, &c. Tulc. Que Lib. 2. 
Cum tibi Deus dederit animum, quo nihil eſt præſtantius, ſic 
te ipſe abjicies atque proſternes ut nihil inter te atque inter qua- 
drupedem aliquem putes intereſſe? 1 Parade. 
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belongs to n J account it my Duty; if 1 
Men did put this in Practice it would turn to good 1 
account. But indeed the Gentiles ſpoke many excel- oh 
lent Sayings, and deliver'd good Precepts of Morali- bir 
ty, by the Strength of natural Reaſon: Yet they a 
wanted further Care and Conſideration, to carry them Wn 
forward to an impartial Enquiry after God, and to a a 
fincere Practice of Vertue; and there is ſtill the ſame "i 
Failing, more Knowledge than Practice, altho' God 16 
eſteems Practice more than Knowlege, and prefers an 110 
honeſt Gentile to a wicked HMaeliiTewe. *h 
- Tax ſerious Conſideration of our own Nature bil: 
leads us to the Practice of Vertue, and if we act ac- 1 
cording to right Reaſon, or the beſt we can make 1 
of that Seren Faculty, God will not let us fall by! 
ſhort of that Happineſs, to which we have a natural WM 
Deſire, and which really belongs to our Nature, an 1 
immortal State of Happineſs; but on the contrary, 49 
to become miſerable, it is enough for a Man to act 1 
runlike a rational Creature, to make little or no good "n 
Uſe of his Reaſon. There is, faith Cicero, com- 1 
monly in the Minds of all Men by Nature, ſomething | 
mean, low, weak, and feeble; if there was nothing 'N 
elſe in Man, nothing would be more detormed ; but 15 
he hath Reaſon at hand, to direct and govern all his kt 
Actions, which by uſing Endeavours, and duly im- 1% 
proving itſelf, becomes perfect Vertue; and that Rea- 9 
ſon may command that part of the Mind which ought 1 
to obey, it is Man's Buſineſs to look to it, I is the Ila. ũðͥ :i. 
Mork of his Reaſon to enquire after ddt. "i 
Ix a Man neglects this Duty, and ſuffers Reaſon | 1 
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to be overcome, and 2 by it's Inferiours, he 
gracetn 


diſhonoureth himſelf, di son Nature, and 

will be diſgraced of God: For God ruleth in all the 

Pſal. xcy. World, and obſerves the Actions of all Men, In his 
4. - Fand are all the Corners of the Earth, and the Strength 
Hab. eiii. of the Hills is his alſo. The Kingdom is the Lord's, 
19. and he is Governour among the Nations. He hath 


vl. xlyi. prepared his Throne in the Heavens, and his King- 


„ dom ruleth over all: God reigneth over the Hea- 


then; God ſitteth upon his holy Seat. The Heathen 
believed a ſuperiour Power, but fell into great Errours, 
and continued in them by theit own Careleſſneſs, they 
found by Experience, that a divine Providence, Z 

which they called“ Fortune, preſided over human 
Affairs, and generally gave Succels, according to the 
Uſe of Means, to Courage and Counſel in War, to 
Art and Induſtry in common Buſineſs z but ſome- 
times remarkably interpoſed and diſtinguiſhed it ſelf 
more plainly, by diſappointing the beſt Meaſures, 

and bringing Things to paſs beyond Expectation. 
THEREFORE it is alſo to be ſuppoſed, that 
God did in ſome meaſure aſſiſt the Gentiles by his 
SGrace, fuch as were pious in their Way, and care- 
Rom. ff. full to do by Nature the Things contained in the 
14 Law, who having not a revealed Law, yet were a 
Law unto themſelves; being directed by the Law of 
Nature, by which they did many Things, which the 
Law of, Moſes commanded, and forbore many Things 
Which it forbad; to ſuch Perſons, we chantably ſup- 
pe God would be merciful, and aſſiſt with a gra- 

_ czous Influence, + But gs God judgeth all the Woe, 
„ 'Þ 


— 


Magnam vim eſſe in Fortuna in utramq; partem, vel ad ſe- 
cundas. res vel adverſas, quis ignorat? Ofhc, Lib. 2. 
Fortitudini Fortuna adjumentò ſolet eſſe. 3. ad Here, 
Deotum Providentia mundus adminiſtratur, jidemq; conſu- 
Juat rebus humanis, neque folum univerſis, ſed etiam fingulis. 
7 e VVV 
r Nemo magnus fine aliquo afflatu divino upquam fuit. 

5 . » Coic. 2. de Nat, Deor, 


I RELIGION, Sc. 105 

be ſurely. condemns unreaſonable Men, and puniſheth 
the Neglect of Reaſon with a Denial of his Grace. 
Becauſe that when they knew God, they glorified Rom. i. 
him not as God, but became vain in their Imagina- * 1 
tions; for this Cauſe God gave them up to vile Affecti. 
ons; and even as they did not like to retain God in their 
Knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate Mind; they Ecel. vii, 
did not wiſely 1 . w 

THERE are Reaſons within us, and every where 
round about us, which ſhew the Neceſſity of uſing 
the Principles of Reaſon, to enquire what is 5 
for the Sons of Men all the Days of their Life. As 

there is a Principle of Life in Man, a living Soul of 
vaſt Capacity, 1. natural Deſires to live, and an 
Abhorrence of Diſſolution, his Nature ſhews that 
Happineſs is intended for him, if he will look after 
it, and it is hid from his bodily Eyes, that he may 
ſeek it with the Eyes of his Mind; altho' it is not 
_ ſeen, he is no leſs ſure, becauſe God would not mock 
his Creatures with Deſires, that are never to be ſa- 

_ tisfied, nor create a noble Mind for Deſtruction. The 
_ earneſt. Expectation of the Creature waiteth for the 
Manifeſtation of the Sons of God; but then we muſt 
enquire after it. It is the Work of Reaſon to make 
Enquiries, and not to enquire after God is to forſake the Jer. ii. 13. 
Fountain of living Waters. Seek after God, and your 
/ ̃ A [ ]˙ A i 

D EAT it ſelf puts a Man in ſearch after Life, 
and to enquire aſter the God of Life. Becauſe it is Heb. ix. 
appointed unto all Men once to die; this Death, or 
Separation of the Soul from che Body, intimates to us, 
that all Mankind lies under the Diſpleaſure of God, 
and that it is our Buſineſs to take Care, that a worſe 

Thing come not unto us, but that we may obtain 
Life from the Author of Life: For he is not a God Mat. xxii. 
of the Dead, but of the Living, and can ſurely pre- 
ſerve the Life that he gave, and reſtore that Being 
to it ſelf, which he once created out of Nothing, 
35 well as he reſtores the Graſs, and renews the Face 


of 


== 
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of the Earth. If we ſet to work like Men, and ex- 
erciſe our ſelves unto Godlineſs, according to the 
Power of Human Nature ; God of his Goodneſs 
will look down with Compaſſion . a well diſ- 
oſed Mind, and give all neceſſary Aſſiſtance for the 
era of his Being, and Attainment of Hap- 
pineſs. For although to die once is become neceſ- 
Hy through Sin, and the Wrath of God might 
have proceeded further, even to deſtroy all Mankind 
for Ever in the Severity of his infinite Juftice: yet 
Divine Goodneſs hath prevailed, and Mercy is pre- 
dominant, becauſe he hath removed the Averfion of 
his Juftice, by the infinite Merit of Jeſus Chrift. - 
Soy would not let his Creatures Periſh, but 
where there is no room for an unworthy Perſon to 
receive the Benefit of his Mercy ; and he is that un- 
worthy Perſon, who makes no good Uſe of Rea- 
fon, but doth inhuman Actions, and hath not the 
Knowledge of God. He that acts unlike a Man, 
_ excludes himſelf from the Favour of God, becauſe , 
= he is unworthy of his human Nature: He drops the 
b beſt Part of himſelf, lets his Reaſon fink into Senſuality 
and Brutality, and is not looked upon by God as 
3 Human, but as an abuſer of his Nature, and worſe 
than a Brute, which never had ſo good a Nature to 
F abuſe; Grace is juſtly denyed to ſuch Unworthineſs. 
( TIs is the tu of all Evil, and here all the 
$ Blame is laid, that Men neglect their Reaſon, and 
_ deſpiſe ſo excellent a Gift; that being created Men, 
they act not like Men, but chooſe to be what God 
did not make them, nor would have them to be, 
ſinful and brutiſh Creatures, contradicting the Will 
of God, and the End of their Creation. This is 
the Cauſe that the World is ſo void of Grace, ſo 
full of Wickedneſs and Miſery: Human Reaſon 
ſhould check Original Sin, and enquire after Godli- 
neſs; but it ne ſektech Piety, and ſubmits to Original 


* 


Rom, vii. Sin. This is the Cauſe that God is ſo offended, the 
22 Whole Creation groancth and travelleth in Pain * 
| „ is i 
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gether untill now, till che Coming of Chriſt, Who 
much relieved the World, and gave it a bleſſed Op- 
portunity, but {ill it ſuffers by Man's Neglect. 
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a future State; In his Righteouſneſs that he hath done, 
„„ oo bed, or 
Tux Voice of human Nature ſhews further, tha 
Man is intended by his Creator for Employment, 25 ; 
particularly, in ſerious Conſideration, to promote his 
Repentance, and a vertuous Life. His Body is fit 
for bodily Exerciſes, and his Soul, far more excels, 
lent, muſt alfo have ſome proper Work, and it's 
Work muſt be of great Importance: It's chief Ob- 
ject is God who made it, and endowed it with Rea- 
ſon, whereby it might enquire after it's Creator. No 
leſs doth he expect from ſo valuable a Gift; he ob- 
ſerves how Men uſe it, and apply it to himſelf. He Pral. Iii. 
 Tooks down from Heaven, to ſee if any will underſtand 
and ſeek after him. The Lord is good to the Soul that Lam. iii. 
CCUM EET rei 2” 
I Ip Man hath not an innate Idea, or natural Know- 
ledge of God, he hath a natural Capacity to learn, 
included in the rational Mind, which depends upon 


inviſible Things of God, from the Works of his Kom. i. 
Creation. He hath a Capacity to know much, and“. 
VVV 
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yet he will know very little, if that Capacity is not 
uſed, and where he doth not apply his Mind, in that 


Particular he will be ignorant. hence it is that 


* Cor. XV. 
34. 


2 Tim. iii. 


_— 


Men may be learned in Sciences, yet vitious in Con- 
verſation, and to the eternal Shame of human Na- 


ture, ſome have not the Knowledge of God; becauſe 
they will not give their Minds to learn divine Know- 
ledge, but are Lovers of Pleaſures more than Lovers of 


God. Ween 3 
Tu x Soul is dead to that Knowledge, or to that 


Vertue, to which it is not applyed by Conſideration. 


* Conſideration is a kind of Food to the Soul, by which 
it acts with Life in one reſpect, and dies for want of 
it in another. This is oblerved by Cicero, and he 
himſelf is an Inſtance of it. He is deficient in that 


he ſo much commends, and does not perceive his 


own Want. He was a learned Philoſopher, a moral- 


iſt and a wiſe Man, = ignorant of the true God; 
1 


| becauſe he did not con 
but ſuffered the Prejudice of Education to enſlave his 


der and enquire after the Truth, 
Mind. 


For ſince Man has fallen into Sin, and choſen 


the Knowledge of Evil, God hath, in his Judgment, 


permitted Sin to cloud his Underſtanding ; yet with 


a good Deſign, that is, to find him Employment 
and Exerciſe of Mind, and to divert him from Sin. 


But if Man allows Sin to take it's natural Courſe, 


and doth not clear his Mind by Exerciſe, his Under- 


ſtanding will be more obſtructed, and he will fall into 


lower Degrees of Vileneſs. The ſame Author faith, 


If the Motion of the Mind is taken away, there 


js no Difference, I ſay not, between a Brute and a 


Man, but between a Man and a Stock. 


* Eft animorum noſtrorum naturale quaſi quoddam pabulum, 


4— 
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Conſideratio, Contemplatioq; naturæ, doctoq; homini cogitare 
eſt vivere. 5 Tuſcul. 35 i 0 


INidil intereſt, motu Animi ſublato, non dico inter pecudem 


ec hominem, ſed inter hominem & ſaxum aut quidyis generis 
ejuſdem. Cic. in Lælio. 9 Oy 
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I was for want of Thongs, and conſidering the 
Conſequence, that Man. at firſt diſobeyed, and loft 
his primitive Perfection; much rather he grows worſe 
by the ſame Neglect. He is not indecd able of him- 


ſelf to acquire Faith and Holineſs ; they are both of 


God's Grace, our chief vr pay is upon God, 
or what is all one, upon Jeſus 
one, equal in Nature as they are in the Covenant 


of Grace and in all Divine Honours. But ſtill God 
requires what a Man hath, to ſerve him withal, and 
his Reaſon is the Means under God, whereby he 


muſt perform the Conditions of that Covenant; o- 
therwiſe Man hath no part in it, and then Precepr, 
Inſtruction, and the Covenant itſelf is vain. | 

For a Covenant implies a mutual Obligation; 


God abates of his juſt Demands, and is very kind in 


the new Covenant. Yet He hath left a Work for 


Man, and himſelf is a helper to every one, that will 
go about it as a reaſonable Man. The Uſe of Rea- 


ſon is the Principal Thing on Man's Part, and the 
chief Thing wanting in Men is Perſuaſion, they. do 
not perſuade and convince themſelves by due Conſi- 
deration. We. ſtill find by Experience, as it was in 


other Ages, and among the Gentiles, : that “ Reaſon 
well *pplics diſcerns what is beſt, . but being negle · 


ted, falls into many Errors; and nothing can be juſt, 
which doth not proceed from Right Reaſon. Þ 


Bur more eſpecially. the Holy Scriptures com- 


mand with the higheſt Authority, and moſt earneſtly 
exhort Men to Duty. They compare the Work of 


a Chriſtian to the moſt laborious . Exerciſes, over 


which Reaſon hath the Conduct; it's principal Em- 
e conſiſts in governing the Mind; if the 


The Mind of Man muſt be cultivated; it is 


ind is well diſpoſed, other Things will be . 
God's 
Ir 


A. —— 


* 
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* Bene adhibita Ratio cernit 9985 optimum eſt, neglecta 

multis implicatur erroribus, 4 Tuſ cee. 
Nihil poteſt elle æquabile, quod non a certà Ratione prafi- 

ciſcitur, 2 Tuſc, | ET | 


Chriſt, for they. are 
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Vineyard, and the ground upon which the Seed of 


Prov. iv. 
23. 


his Word is ſown, to bring forth Fruit unto Life, 
but this being neglected, the Weeds of Sin will grow 
apace, and the zouls of Men periſh for want of a 
Spiritual N. ouriſhment. Keep thy Heart with all Dili. 
gence, for out of it are the err .. 

Ir a Man ſets himſelf to work, and bend his Will 
by Reaſon to the Service of God, as Men bend their 


Bodies in common Buſineſs, the geed of his Word 


will grow up into a true Faith, through his Grace, 'as 
ſure as if *twas all 'in Man's own Power, as ſure as 


Corn groweth for the Sower, which is no more in 


his Power than the other, for God giveth the In- 
creaſe ; but if Man is negligent on his Part, Chriſti- 
an Faith will not grow up, no more than the Know- 


ledge ot God, or any other Science, but rather much 


leſs; becauſe] in Religion we have-more need of God's 


Aſſiſtance, and are leſs 9 5 ir ; => _ 
eligion, by which 


Carelefſ ml is a Contempt 


God is hi ghly affronted, fand withdraws his Favour 
from us. 


SENG Faith is the Gift of God, HReichef che 
Jews nor any other Perſons cbuld be charged with 


Unbelief, but becauſe they themſelves contribute no- 
thing by the Uſe of their own Reaſon, and do not 


confider the Word and Works of Jeſus Chriſt: It is 
only for want of their own Part, and not uſing one 
Gift of God, that they do not receive another from 


him; For Faith cometh by Hearing, that 1s, with 
due Conſideration, as certainly as if it were in our 


Luke viii. 
1. 


1 Cron. 
xxvili. 9. 


ſome Pains, in conſidering G 


own Power to acquire it, and we ſhall as certain- 


17 fall ſhort ok a true F irh, 5 we do not take beed we 


we hear, © 
Nox are ſo weak and i orant, bet: by cakihl 
8 Word, they may at- 
tain ſome Knowlege, which would be acceptable to 
bim, and meet with further Aſſiſtance from him: If 
thou ſeck him, he will be found of thee; but if thou 
forſake him he will caſt the — for ever. Thus ſaith 


us 


4 


fails, of flo, BY. 


e., 
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the Lord unto the Houſe of 77ael, ſeek ye me and 
ye ſhall live, and again, /zek ye the Lord and ye ſhall Amos v. 
live, left be break out like Fire in the Houſe of Foſeph. © 
As God aſſiſts Mankind to 1 a true Faith, 
fo alſo to produce the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and 
next to the Grace of God, his Word aſſiſts human 
Reaſon in both; yet the one, as well as the other, 
leaves much room and Occaſion to exerciſe it. For 
altho* moral Duties are plain and eaſy to be under- 

ſtood; yer Men are not eaſily convinced. The Spi- 
rit of Man receives Things by Degrees, and hath 
ſome Reſemblance of Bodies, there muſt be a deep 
Impreſſion made upon the Mind, to fix Inſtruction 
therein and render it durable. If Men do not give 
diligent Attention, and feriouſly conſider and weigh 
What is propoſed to them, they ſoon forget the Rea- Plal. cyi. 
ſon and Importance of Th. 


npor! T I. 755 So Iſrael tempted God 3. 
becauſe they ſoon forgot his Worts, and waited not for 
His Counſel. N . nn 71 1 T3 N 


 CnrISTIANS have little or no Faith, becauſe 
they do not receive the Word with Meekneſs, where- 
by the Heart would be ſoftned and receive a better 
Im 1 and they have as little Inclination to pra- 
criſe it, becauſe they do not imprint it upon the Mind 
by Strength of Reaſon, nor take any Pains to con- 
vince themſelves. This Idleneſs of the Mind ruins 
the Soul and is inexcufable ; it hardneth the Heart, 
and cauſeth God to harden it too, by withdrawing 
his Aſſiſtance. For God is no Reſ e of Perſons, 
but in every Nation, he that feareth him and work- 
eth Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him. The Chil- 
dren of faithful Abraham cannot be accepted upon Mat. ii 
other Terms. God will rather raiſe up Children unto 
Abelian out of Stones, than accept of inſenſible 
en, bs. of nery 3 : ** | Fr OS — 
Wà.ArSsOEVER Men have to recommend them, 
if they have the moſt pious Parents, God will not 
accept of thoſe, who do not diſpoſe their own Minds 
to ſerve him, but abuſe that excellent Gift of 1 


— , — = 
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ſon, which he hath given for his Service; This is 3 
Foe Rule and there. may be ſome Exce tions : 


od may ſhew the Severity of his Juſtice, and ſotne- 


9, 


Ezra viii, 
2.3, | 


_ pare, direct, and 


7 * 


Dictates of his Wiſdom ; he will have Mercy on 
whom he will have Mercy, and whom he will he 
hardeneth, that is, by Permiſſion of Satan, or their 


own Folly to harden them. But without Exception, 
he never forſakes the diligent and conſiderate Perſon, 


hide his Face a-while for Trial of his Wiſdom, or 
Puniſhment of a Fault. The Hand of God is upon all 
them for good that ſeek him; but his Power and Wrath 


who ſincerely endeavours to ſerve him, altho he may 


 Dir16eNrT Conſideration, Study and Careful- 
neſs, are very N to God, becauſe, they pre- 

liſpoſe the Heart 0 ſeek bim, and 
ſhew a willing Mind to ſerve him. If the Heart is 
compelled, and the Will forced into God's Seryice, 


15 F them that forſake him. 


it would not be the Act of the Man, nor any Ser- 
vice at all: Altho' divine Grace aſſiſts the Motion ot 
the Will; yet ſtill Religion is a Free-will Offering; 
and if Men do not prepare their Hearts, and engage 


their Affections to influence the Will, no other Means 


vill bring them over to Righteouſneſs; even uncom- 


mon Means, ſuch as one would think very power- 


* 


who lets all Things paſs without Reflection. 
So it was in that Pharaoh, who ſaw the wonder- 


ful, will not convince a careleſs unthinking Man, 
Y 


ful Completion of Joſeph's Prophecy, and enjoyed 
the Benefit of it. He and his Succeſſors did not 


conſider the Giver of Wealth, and employed it not 


do his Glory, but in their Vain-glorious Pyramids. 


They ſurveyed the * Heavens, but looked down to the 


Earth to Worſhip. He, who perſecuted the Peo- 


IJ ple 


* n 2 
4 1 2 


”- 
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FTbe Egyptians were skilful in Aſtronomy, | and many other 
Sciences flouriſhed very early among them. Diod, 


* 
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ple of 15 and was not inſtructed by kind Miracles, 


N Anon, 50. 


15 chaſtized With avenging Wonders; with Blind: 
neis of Mind he runs into Petting, and he that 
bed made his Sepulchre in a * Rock, is buried in 
the Water, The Egyptian Armies periſh with him, 


having far departed ffom the Law of Nature. Soon 


after this terrible Judgment, the written Law I was 
delivered by Moſes from God, for the better Informas 
tion of his Peotle Hrael. 

Go p hath been very gracious to all Mankind, in 
the Conduct of his People the Jews, and in the Mi- 
niſtry of his Word. 


Man might employ his Reaſon. He hath offered 


2 55 not left himſelf with - 
out Witneſs, nor manifeſted himſelf roo much, that 
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Help enough to his Weakneſs, and no Encourage- 


ment to Idleneſs. But it hath been the great Fault 
of Mankind to neglect their Opportunities, and the 
Uſe of their own Reaſon to enquife after God. The 
Gentiles had not been ſo ignorant, if they had fol- 


lowed the Light of Nature, and enquired after thc 


Cod of Urael. 


Gov ſhewed is Wobders i in Eg wt, not only "* 


the Puniſhment of that wicked rn but alfo for 
the Inſtruction of the W orld, as he ſaith to Pharaoh; ; 


for this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for to ſhew in Exod. ic. 


thee my Power, and that my Name may be declar- 6, 


ed throughout all the Earth: Pharaoh was a wicked, 5g ic. 


and e hry Perſon, ſortiſhly careleſs and obſlinate, 
deri 


not conu 


not by any Infuſion of Hardneſs, but by withdraw- 


ng the divine Power; therefore God ap- 
points him for an Example, and hardens his Heart, 


„ 


ing or e bis Cue and 0 ordering his Pro- 
H n Vidences, 
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a Within the Or? Sor iba! "which i is 1 to be uw! it 14 520 


building it. Pliny. 


Foot high, 682 Square, 270g” Men were oy 20. 2 in ö 


+ Before, the Coming of CHRIST 1531. Tears, before the Deſtruc 
ction of Troy 347 Tears. The Pyramids Were built by Cheops, 


about 1550. Years before Chriſt, 
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© vidences, chat his careleſs, and unthinking Mind ſhall 
be more hardened. . The Providence of God did ſo 

order the State of the Jews, as to afford other Na- 


tions frequent Opportunities of being inſtructed in 
the true Religion, and many Proſelites were made 


our of all Nations, of ſuch as did conſider his migh- 
ty Works⸗- „ | 


* 1 


„ ett n HO R917. 

Ix is very remarkable, that divine Providence per- 
mitted the Philiſtins to take the Ark of God; they 
had heard of his Works. amongſt the Egyprians,.and 
fear'd his Power aboye other Gods, yet did not wor- 

| ſhip him; now God deſigns; à further Information 
* Puniſhment of their Neglect. Great Plagues 
wWioe.fre ſent unto them, and theix Prieſts being conſult- 

1 Sam. vi. cd, ſaid, Wherefore do you harden your Hearts, as 

6. - the gyptiang and Pharaoh hardened their Hearts, 

when he wrought, wonderfully amongſt them. They 
were conyinced that the Hand: of God Was upd 

5 them, yet ſo carelels, they were, and peryerſe in their 

on Way, that they would not enquire and diſpoſe 


their Minds to ſerve the God of Irael, but continu- 

ed obſtinate in their ſtupid, Idolatry. Therefore they 

were afterwards, puniſhed with Calamities of War, 

as other Nations were for their Unbelief. Theſe and 

all other Providences teach the Uſe of Reaſon, by 
which we ought to know God's Meaning when he 

+ +» ſends his Judgments; altho' he doth not tell us by a 
Pal. xciv: Voice from Heaven, he teacheth Man Knowledge, 
. by his remarkable Chaſtiſm ente. 
So p is juſtified in the Permiſſion of the Gentiles 
Ignorance and in the Puniſhment of their Sins. Be- 
cauſe they neglected the Uſe of their Reaſon, and en- 
guired not after God; when they. heard of his miracu- 
. Works, and ſaw the Works of his Providence. 
Their Negligence and Contempt provoked” him to 
deny his Affiſtance, whereby they might have at- 


tained. a better U e For God chiefly re- 
quires and delights in the Uſe of Reafon, Eh 
the Chief Qualification” of Man to ſerye him, and 

— 08 1 (5B 1 + x Dan e - 2 25h * ” 1 27 fe 1 he 


ge! 1. BE Hs /IGION, Se. "OI 
he is high offendes he is dep rived of it's Service. 
Tr'is then = is not to be bold. when Men do not 
ſeek him as becometh Men ; "if you ſeck him with 
the Eye of Reaſon; -and- behold the Beauty of the 
Lord, 2 2 derſuade your Hearts to love him, then 
he will ſurely be ſöpng. «Ye ſhall ſeek the and find me, Ter. xxix, 
when you ſearch for me ith all your Heart. 2713. 

THE Gentiles might have known the Ged of 
Iſrael, ko it was 25 Bufineſs to enquite after him,; 
they heard. of his Wonders in 'Fyypr,11 Chnaan; And 
Afjria their Report went into all Lands. Ts Plal. ix. 

Lord is Known by his Judgments, Which he execut- = 
eth. He ſendeth his Judgments nor! only for the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, but chat he may make his ROWE | 

to be known. God puniſhed: the ew with Dope 

vity to make them enſible of their Sins, and rHit . 
they might inſtruct the” Gentiles, among whom ſome * 

received Inſtruction ; but the Generality hat no 5 

Thought f nor Care + Religion, the Work of. God * 

made no Impreſſion upon theix Carle Minds; ande 

they ate threatned with Judgments, Which afterwards 5 

were executed upon e I was wroth'with my 16a. ll, 
People and gave them into thine. Hand; thou didit“ 

ſhew them no Mercy, thou didſt not lay theſe Things 

mo thite' Heart, neither didft ente the latter 

End of 1 HY io beref ore hear now this, tho thar art goth 

th Pie Ps, s, that e careltſv. 9 * 

Gentil ha N of Raswiedge, they 
olg f have been puniſhed, and it is e u 4 
on them, that it was their own Fault, their Love of 

| Pate their Cateleſſneſs, their want of Conſfidera. 
lion. his is the Cauſe in all Ages, that the World 

is [o Wicked, Men generally go wrong and ſewät- 

tain to Holinchs : For they, that do not enquire 22 

rer God" can never truly e him, but live without | 

Cod in "the World. This is the Sr Reaſon, that 

God is offended at Mankind or particular Nations 
and permits Wars a e Aegi to bring Jer. xxv. 

Brit "Pas n the City hich: is tua by wy or” | * 
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116 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
and ſhould ye be utterly unpuniſhed? Ye ſhall not 
Jer. xxv. be unpuniſhed; for I will call for a Sword upon all 
31. the Inhabitants of the Earth, faith the Lord of Hoſts. 
For the Lord hath a Controverſy with the Nations, 
he will plead with all Fleſh, he will give them that 
Zeph, ii. are Wicked to the Sword. Seek ge the Lord, all ye 
. meek of the Earth, ſeek Righteouſneſs, ſeek Meekneſs, it 
may be ye ſhall be hid in the Day of the Lord's Anger. 
FTE World abounds with Inſtances of God's 
Kindneſs towards Mankind, as well as of his Judg- 
ment againſt Sinners; it is very probable he is ſo 
well affected to his Children, the immortal Spirits of 
Men, that if he had not given them a competent 
Underſtanding, he would have revealed himſelf more, 
and if it had been neceſſary he would have taught 
Men in every Age by extraordinary Means. But 
ſeeing he hath beſtowed upon Men the excellent Giſt 
DOD b Reaſon, it muſt be employed, and God in his Wiſ- 
Aas vi. dom muſt require it's Exerciſe. This is the Reaſon, 
| 45. that Heaven is not opened to us, as it was once to 
| x. 41. St. Stephen, and that Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, 
ua not ſhewed to all the People, but unto Witneſſes 
choſen beſare.of G08. | toe io nb rat: - 
Ip God wanted only Adoration and Obedience 
from Mankind, he could eaſily obtain theſe, if he 
did but daily ſhew ſome extraordinary Tokens of 
himſelf. If he appear'd in Glory, all would fall down 
before him, and if he ſet his Wine in View, all 
would readily obey him; as the Perſians proſtrated 
themſelves before their King, and readily executed 
his hardeſt Orders. But God requires the Service of 
Man in a reaſonable Way, becauſe he is endowed 
with Reaſonz he requires the Employment of our 
Minds, and the Obedience of. our Will without 


Force and immediate Conviction, but the Mind muſt 
confider and engage the Will by Conſideration, and 
learn by 3 V 
LIN and Immorality is brought to Light by 
the Goſpel, in a Way ſufficient to reaſonable 2 : 
. | , | " | t 


of God. 1 


1 
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t is neither neceſſary nor expedient, that God ſhould 
daily ſhew himſelf by Miracles. He requires Man's 
Reaſon to contemplate the Works of Nature and 


his extraordinary Works in Holy Scripture. This 
is a ſufficient Foundation for human Reaſon to build 


upon, and all the Difficulties and obſcure Parts of 


his Word, have this fame End, viz. to exerciſe Man's 


Thought, and give him Opportynities of ſhewing 
his good Will towards God, by his Care and Study 
to underſtand and to do his Will. | | 


Ir was this pious Care and Meditation, that made , 
David, a Man after God's own Heart, and wiſer than 


his Teachers. He ſtudied the Law of God and de- pfal. cxi 
lighted in it. O! how I Love thy Law, it is my 7. 


Meditation all the Day; but yet, God withdrew 
his Grace from this ſame Perſon for a Time, and 
permitted him to fall into great Sins; becauſe he 


Was too much exalted with his Greatneſs, and had 


ſuffered Pride to. ſeize his Mind, upon two high an 
Opinion of his own Vertue; whereas Sinners ought 
to be humble and know their Dependance upon the 
Grace of God. But the beſt Men fail, when they 


conſider not, and forget what God is, and what them- 


{elves are. eh $8. 1 
Bux for all the Neceſſity of divine Grace, it muſt 
be diſpenſed in a proper Way, and in ſuch a Mea- 


ſure as the Giver thinks fit. It is the Wiſdom of 
God and a kind of Neceſſity, that he ſhould require 
the End, for which he ordained his other Gifts, o- 
therwiſe he had given them in Vain. And accord- 
ing to the State of Probation, in which he hath 


: placed Man, there is a Neceſſity for the Exerciſe of 


is Mind, to keep him innocent as much as poſſible, 


without putting any Force upon his Will, and tak- 
ing away the Liberty of a free Agent; for without 


a Vill there is no Vertue; and this God chiefly in- 


mity thereof to his Will, hat Men ſhould chooſe thoſe * 
Thing tht piſs im no the 


- ** 


'Tars 


ein he delighteth not. 


117 


3 
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Trs is che Rear chat a Miniſtry is appointed, 
c an it is ſo Heceff ary, ſo good à Work, to perſuade 
16. Men: Take heed unte thy; ſelf and unto thy Dorine, 
" for in doing this thou ſnalt both ſave thy ſelf, and 
them that hear "thee! God is the principal Cauſe of 

Eph, il. 8. 4 Man' J Coniverfien; for by Grace: ye are ſaved thro? 
Faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the Gift of 
God. But God s not the Object of Perſuaſion; 
there is nothing elſe but Realbir that is to receive 
Iaſtruction and to be perſuaded by Reaſoning. To 
put this in Practiſe, and to ſend up Prayers to the Al- 
mighty, is the Way to oblige him, and to obtain 
the Affiſtance we have need of. For howſoever God 
afſiſts by a ſecret Influence, it is ſtill the Office and 
a Buſineſs of human Reaſon, to govern the 
ill and Paſſions, the Affections and b ily Ap pe- 
tites: It is as it were a Light and Center of Marton 
to: theſe ſeveral Spheres in this World to keep them 
in a regular Courſe, for the Honour of the Creator; 3 
for it is a Diſhonour to God, if his Work be irre- 
gular, and a great Sin in a Man to preſume to make 5 
| Cor. ix, it ſo ; therefore, faith the Apoſtle, I % run, not as 
26, 27. one that beateth the Air, but I keep under my Body and 
Lirying it into Subjeftion, left that by any Means, when'T 
Have preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould be a Caſt- away. 
Fon as God governs the material World by the 
proper Laws of Matter; and irrational Creatures by 
Inſtinct; ſo he governs the rational World by the Prin- 

ciples 51 Reaſon, and the Power that Man is intruſted 

with; It is the Law of our Creation, that we uſe that 
. Power prudently, and act according to Reaſon, WHO. 
ſocver breaks that Law, is a grieyous Offender againſt 

the Creator, 'and that Soul Which rejecteth the Law 
of it's Nature ſhall be rejected from it's happy State; 
becauſe he deſtroys the End for which Reilon was 
1 him, and chobſeth Deſtruction: Wherefore ; 

Hof. ii, he faith, 8 Iſrael rho haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me | 
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ation, according to their Capacity, and keep a re- i 
lar Courſe: God hath given them a Law which 
all not be broken. The Heavens obſerve: a regu- | 

lar Courſe, in fo vaſt a Number of Lights, moving 

in immenſe Circles, not interfering one with another 
far exceeding Mankind in their beautiful and regular 
Motions 3 ſo the Heavens declare the Glory of God; pit. xix. 
and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy Work: Day », 2, 3. 

, Unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto Night 

ſheweth Knowledge. There is no Speech nor Langudgo, 

where their Voice is not heard, offering a clear Argu- 
ment to HUMAN REASON. For one Soul of Man 

is of more Value than all theſe, and we may reaſona- 
bly ſuppoſe, that Man was deſigned to be as agreca- 
ble, uniform and juſt in his Motions as (inanimate hs 
Creatures. Theſe are indeed aſſiſted by a divine 
Power, and ſo is Man too; but then as he excells 

| in Reaſon, ſo he muſt act by his Reaſon, which is 

te great Light and Principle of Motion to this lit- = 

tle World. If Men negle& the Uſe of their Reaſon, -— 
they have no Knowledge, - neither will they underſtand, all pral. 
the Poundations of the World are out of Courſe. lxxx. 2. 
THEREFORE we ſee the Defect of our Nature 
and our original Sin, by many incurable Irregulari- 
ties, and we cannot anſwer the perfect Law of 'God; 
but we are inſtructed by our own Weakneſs, to fly 
to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and as our natural De- 
ll fires of Life ſhew the SouPs Immortality; ſo wWeè ate 
taught by the Deficieney of this Werld, to look 
Higher and earch farther for ſome good: qual to the 
Deſire and Capacity of the Soul, tõ find out a com- 
= Happineſs for ſo excellent a Nature, a living 
Soul, an immortal. Spirit. God is always ready to 
aſfiſt us, and to reward any Pains we take for his 
Sake, as the Angel faith te Daniel, from the fir Day Dan. x. 10. 
that thou Midlſt ſet thine Heurt #6 underſtund, und to e. 
en thy ſelf before thy God, thy Words wers heard! > 
60 5 hath gracionfly given his hely Word, as a 
Supplement to * and in the Uſe of _ 
E n 5 
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The U If e of Human Reaſon 
he aſſiſts us with his Grace; for as be bleſſeth Mens 


ordinary Endeavours, in the common Buſineſs of this 


World; ſo much rather will he proſper the Work 
of our Reaſon and the Study of his Word, in order 
to a better State. But the Contempt of thoſ Means 


is a provoking Offence, and ſets God againſt the Of- 
fenders, even to harden their Hearts by his Permiſ- 
ſion or by his Providences, and this is the Cauſc of 


Infidelity, Ignorance, and Wickedneſs in Nations 
or particular Perſons. „ 


So far as Man is under Weakneſs, God | will a6 | 
ſiſt him, even with his holy Spirit, to overcome the 
Difficulties of his Courſe. He will not ſuffer thoſe 


to periſh, who ſerve him according to their Capact- 
ty. Thoſe that fear him ſhall want no Manner of 
Thing that is good for their eternal Salvation. Whilſt 
thoſe that neglect God and themſelves, ſhail periſh in 
their Iniquity; for it is a ſtanding Principle in the 


divine Nature founded upon the Wiſdom and Juſtice 


of God, that Mankind thould live in good Order, 


and be well employed; and eſpecially the moſt excel- 


Prov. xiv. 
= 


lent Part of Man, his Mind, ſhou'd be employed in 


his greateſt Concern, his Eternal Salvation. _ 


_ THEREFORE, God hath ſo ordered Man's Con- : 


dition, that there is. no arriving at Knowledge in 
Religion, without a ſober and ſincere Uſe of our Un- 
ee in ſpiritual Matters; He that ſeeketh 


Wiſdom ſincerely, will be diligent in the Uſe of thoſe 


Means which God hath appointed, and not fail of 


attaining it; but he that de 


piſeth or ſeeketh Know- 


ledge with Coldneſs and Indifferency, will know ve- 


ry little, and not be affected with the Knowledge he 


hath attained. A Scorner eeketh Wiſdom, and findet) 
it not; but Knowledge is eaſy to him that under ſtandeth. 


Bur all Men in ſome Degree are guilty of Ne- · 


glect in the Uſe of their Reaſon, and have need to 

be pardoned. this Offence, and 1 verily believe, the 

| beſt of Men have.nced of Redemption upon this ſin- 
gle Article, that they cannot give a juſt Account of 


n 
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that excellent Gift of Reaſon before the Tribunal of 
God; but thoſe who Uſe ſincere Endeavours to know 
and do the Will of God, ſhall obtain the Help of 
his Grace and Redemption by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

He is the Author of eternal Salvation unto all them Heb. v. g. 
that obey him, let us run with Patience the Race Heb. xii. 
that is ſet before us, looking unto. Jeſus the Author 1, 2. 
and Finiſher of our Faith, If ye do theſe Things, ye 
ſhall never fall. For ſo an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred 2 Pet. i. 
0 you abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 10, 15. 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. | | 
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Propoſed to ſhew, that Human Rtason is 


J indiſpenſably neceſſary in wr for the: At- 


| 
1 tainment of Faith and Holineſs of Life, and that the 
1 Meglect of Conſideration is the Cauſe that Men are ei- 
4 ther wicked or mean Proficients in Religion; that 
- Learning and good Parts have no better Succeſs, and 
| are loſt in a wrong Application; that altho' Man's 


Capacity is not ſufficient of itſelf, yet nothing ſhall be 
wanting to him, WhO diligently uſeth his Capacity, 
and well employs the Talent of Reaſon : But if he ne- 


CE 


[ glects this Duty; he cannot attain Knowledge, nor 
| Ability, to perform other Duties; Man's Unworthi- 
N neſs, in net applying his Reaſon to God's Service, 
MM being the Cunſtant Cauſe that Grace is leſs given, 
F or, totally dæmed him; he. is accounted a ſlothful 


[ 
( 
Servant, and he that continues to harden his Heart, 
ſhall be given up vo his Hardneſs 0 fil up the Meaſure NN * 
FT EIS I have ſhewed from the Nature of Man and 
the Tenour of God's Vora, and from his Providence 1 
and manner of his dealing with Men in the firſt a- 
ges of the World: I ſhall confirm the ſame by like 
Arguments throughout the Holy-Scriptures, and firſt « 
in thoſe Times under the Law. The revealed Law 
was ordained for a Help to the Law of Nature, and 
to awaken the Thoughts of Men, which are apt to 
funmber in Slothfulneſs. It is propoſed to our Conf 
deration, and expreſſed with ſuch Brevity, as to re- 
quire our Study; we muſt not only obſerve the WAS 
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but ſeveral Particulars included in them, and What 
may be deduced from chem, For the « Commanditent; Pal, cxix. 
are exceeding broad. 198. 
In the Labours we wrd to ſatisfic ourſelves 
concerning God and his revealed Law, we muſt en- 
dna to attain a right Notion of bim, and of the 
Perfection of his Law, in order to regulate our Lives 
according to his Will. We ſhall find by due Conſi- 
deration, that God might require the urnriolt of 1 
even that we uſe this World entirely for his Glory, 
and only ſerve ourſelves for his Sake; that we 01 
live with the ſtricteſt regularity, and not preſume to 
uſe his Creatures, but with the nicelt; Exactneſs, ac- 
cording to their reſpective Ends. "The Command- 
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightrun the Eyes; 
Tet who can underſtand his Errours' ? Cleanſe thou me Plal. ux. 
from ſecret Faults. * 
God is of infinite Maſeſty, a is obliged by his 
Perfection, to hate What is contrary to it, and for 
the Honour of his Sovercignity, to condemn an 
niſh whatſoever ſtands in 1 l to his Wil 
not only evil Actions, but alſo evil Thoughts. He 
doth not admit of any Change, becauſe he is immu- 
table, and can never love that which he hated. He 
cannot act contrary to his own Perfections, and ac- 
cording to his Perf x ſuch is his Law. There- 
fore if there was not omething equivalent, there 5 
could be no Poſſibility of diverting the Courſe of i or 
finite Juftice, nor could the whole World make Sa- 
tis faction for one Sin; but as one Sin caft Adam out 
of Paradiſe; fo the dreadful Effect of it would have 
continued for ever, without the infinite Satisfaction 55 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Propitiation for our Sins.. 4 Fw. Il. 2. 
Gov might juitly demand of us, that all our 
ctions be dire to his Glory, Jand if he were ex- 
tream to mark what is done amiſs, who could abide 
1. ut Scrutiny ? He need not fiſfer us in che leaſt 
depart from a juſt Uſe of his Creatures. He may 
ided at any Fe 9 of ourſelves, or 0 
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The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
any Part of us. It may be accounted Preſumption, 
to do any Action without a Fear of him, or to miſ- 


pend any Time which he gives us; he may require 


Tit. ii. 6. 


an Account of what we eat and drink, and of eve 


Word we ſpeak ;+ it may be doubted whether God 
will allow any more than Nature requires: However, 
we are not to preſume, and take much Liberty, but 
even young Men ought to be ſober-minded. It is 


certain. the Commandments are. very extenſive; they 


require our Study to know them, ſtrong Reaſoning 


Pſa). cxix. 
27, 33. 


to perſuade our Wills to do them, and Prayer too 


for divine Aſſiſtance. Grant me the Knowledge of thy 
Law, and teach me the Way of thy Statutes. 
Bur it may be asked, Why was the written Law 


neceſſary ? What needs ſo much Study to be acquain- 


ted with it? Is not the Light of Nature ſufficient 


for us? Aritippus, a Gentile Philoſopher, being ask- 
ed, Wherein Philoſophers excelled other Men, an- 
ſwer'd, Tho" all Laws were aboliſh'd, we ſhould be juſt 


and lead the ſame Lives. —— Reaſon wou'd indeed 


tell us as much, if we would give it leave to conſi- 
der, and it was never impoſſible but there might be 
more ſuch Men: It is a Reproach to Mankind that 
there are ſo few. We doubt not but in the: firſt 


Ages Men were more vertuoys, till unthinking Men 


indulged corrupt Nature, and infected others with 


their Vices; and we freely own, That the Law is 


not made for the Righteous Man, but for the Lawleſs. 


and Diſobedient, for the Ungodly and for Sinners. 


BU T where-ever was the Man that either could 


or would do his whole Duty? The beſt of the Hea- 
then were Idolaters, and if Men were more innocent 


in their Lives, the World could not be kept fo, 


Voice ſtill encreaſed, and inftead of enquiring after 


God, Men enquired after Sin. 'There have been 
found, in obſcure Parts of the World, a People hv- 


ing in Sobriety ' and Simplicity of Manners z but 


when Men began to get Riches, abundance of Vr 
ces ſprung up in the Uſe of them, and Covetouſneſs 


vaſt 
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vaſtly increaſed Sin. Trade * and Commerce mul- 
tiplied Offences, and the Vices of each Country came 
in with their Merchandize. It was not the Fault of 
God's Creatures, but the Inconſideration of Men, 
that led them into Exceſs. Unto the pure all T, Pings Tit. i. 15. 
are pure, but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving 
16 v pure, but even their Mind and Conſcience is de- 
FPV ee yo oa Age. 
7 Ir there be a God of Truth and Holineſs, it is 
moſt certain, nothing ought to be done that is con- 
trary to Juſtice and Truth, and nothing ought to be 
| left undone, that is agreeable to Truth and Juſtice. 
But we could not ſee this by the Light of Nature, 
and we are naturally ſo carcleſs, we would not ſee 
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many Things. The Heart of Man is unſound, and || 
there is no Health in us. If God had not revealed "if 
his Will, and laid a ſtronger Obligation upon Men, 9 
the wiſeſt had not known their Duty ſo exactly, _—_ 


and would much leſs perſuade themſelves to be 
religious: Worldly Intereſt wou'd prevail againſt 
Righteouſneſs ; neither could we know the Sin of 
Luft and irregular Deſires, nor how far we fall ſhort 
of our Duty to God, nor how much we are obliged 55 
to bim for his Mercy, 7 had wot known Sin, but by fen 
the Law; for I bad not known Luft, except the Lau. 
bad ſaid, thou ſbalt not covet. OOO 
TrrREroRE the written Law was exceeding — 
' neceſſary, and it was God's Kindnels further to re- 
veal himſelf. It ſets Things in a better Light and - 
explains the Law of Natufe. W hatſoeyer Nature 
could do, it is à certain Truth, that the World was Fi 
i very wicked, and wou'd have grown ſtill worſe, With- 
„ cout a Divine Revelation. There is a Root of Cor- 


er . ä | EO Py ruption 5 ; 
Wl * Af pice quid faciunt Commercia, — 
ll Sic prætextatos referunt Artaxata mores. 4 


4 Jampridem Syrus in Tyberim defluxit Oronts 
Et Linguam & Mores vexit.— Sat, 3. l. 62, 63. 
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ruption in Nature and | food Men feel within them 
corrupt Inclinations. This Corruption is apt to in- 

ereaſe, and did actually fill the Earth with iolence; 

oo the Law of Moſes was delivered, the Law. of 
Nature was almoſt obliterated, and the? World was 

not, like to reform it ſelf, The Tſraelites, tho? better 
inſtructed, yet were prone to imitate other Nations 

Deut. iv. and had nced of a Law to reſtrain-them. This Was 

6. their Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the Sight 

tions, which ſhall bear all theſe Statutes, a [ay 

0. 7555 great Nation is a wiſe. ani under andi Pes ple. 

of vr, whereas, the Nations generally re kde the 

Oppo Tay being inſtructed, took up a Cane 

of t ee Nation, and ſcorned to learn fro om them, 

it is a Proot of corrupt Nature and Man's Averſion 

12 Religion. Vet ſome Perſons did learn. 1 from; the 

ewuh aws, ſome learned Men of Greece & and other 

+ Countries im oved themſelyes from the Scriptures, 

and thoſe modern Moralifts that liſcard Reyelation, 

4. unneceſſary, have derived their Knowledge from 

If Men did not entertain ſome evil Spirit, "the 

holy Scriptures, would be a Delight; 3, there are "ach 
Charms in the.Scripture, that nothi. but an Ad- 

der, nothing but the Seed of the. N. 29 — would 

ſtop his Ears againſt 4 it. Tis ſome Vice that une 

Men deaf, N Spirit of $0 3 rhat is te Ye a 
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Occaſion for Reyelation, uz. To ſhew us our great 
Indigence, and how much we. are r God 
that he hath extended his Favour and magnificd his 
Mercy towards Men, W ho had deſerved no Mercy 

from him: He might have. fuffer'd them to take 
| their Choice, and to proceed in their fooliſh Inven-» 
tions. Now, if any ask St. Pauls Queſtion, I here. Gal, iii. 


» v 


fore ſorveth the Law, St. Paul himſel anſwers, I was 19. 


auded becauſe of Tranſgreſſions, till the Seed ſlonld come 


#0 whom the Promiſe was made; that is, to reſtrain Sin, 


to ſnew Men their Guilt, and to ſend then to a Re- 


deemer. Wherefore i Lau * aas aur Schoolmafter Gal. iii, 
to bring 4s, unte Chriſt, that ue might be juſtufied. by 24 
Sine We: caqnot be juſtified by the Law, be- 
cauſe of our Imperfection, God hath in his Dromiſe 
included, a gracious Abatement, and a Power to per- 
form what he will accept of, ;infizad- of Perfection. 
This is implied in the Law it ſelf; for the Lay hai 


not been given, if it Was not in ſome Manner to be 


Hoc and in ſuch Manner as to be accepted. Now 


God expedts no more from us, but what Nature a. 


tied by Grace can perform; | 
en OY mc can pertorm; ve ought therefore 


-F 
* | 
© r 
— 


ous to deſpiſe the Fayour of the Almighty, and not 
to join our Endeavours to his Grace; for altho we 
canngt, be perfect here, nor be-juſtified by the Law, 
et we. ſhall not he juſtified without it, The Doers 
of the Law are the Perſons who. mall by Faith: be 


trouſmeſs; is RighteKs, even as be is Rigbreous; dud be 1 Jam. 


1 Doers of the Lau, not only Hearers, deceiving youre 22+ 
OUS <1 ore ne} oonnobl to ite af ont ing abide 
Wa 4769 av En Coda with Men by his Ge 

or his Providence, he demands of them a reafonible 
Regard, and will net like a ſcornful Refuſal of his 


Favours: 
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128 The Oe of Human Reaſon 
Favours: The Gentiles, - inſtead of deſpiſing the Jews, | 
ſhould have deſired to learn of them, and ſtudied the 


Law of that God, who only did Wonders. Inlater 
Time Prolomy Philadelphus cauſed the OLD TxsrA- 
MENT to be tranſlated into Greek. This * Tranſla- 
tion contributed much to the Converſion of the Gen- 

tiles, and as Euſebius obſerves, was a ſingular Provi- 
dence, becauſe the unbelieving Jews would not have 
ſuffer'd any Tranſlation after Chriſt's Coming, or 
would have impoſed a yoo t Tranflation upon 
the World. This being "ork of Providence, 
and yet no ſooner brought e it was the Fault of 
careleſs Men, that did not act the Part of- Men I 
the Uſe of Means. ' 

Ir God hath provided to make ene and 
to pardon Sins, we ſhould take it as a mighty Fa- 
vour, and ſtudy to perform what is acceptable: He 
that makes a good | ſe of his Reaſon in Honour to 
God, is the fincere Man, whoſe Prayers are heard, 
and Grace is ready to aft him; he draws nigh to' 
God and God draws nigh to han; That we may 

Jam. vi. s. know what will be acc eptable, we mult conſider di- 
| ligently, and hear Inſtruction; there is need of Learn- 
ing and Arguments to perſuade Men; there a8 need 

of Grace too, to proſper a pious Work: If a Man 
diſſpoſeth his Mind to — he hath a kind of "Thirſt 

after Righteouſpeſs, and G God will ſatisfie it with his 
Grace. Our Motion invites God to meet us, and. 

to ſhew Com paſſion towards us; our uſing the Strength 

Pſal. xxxi. of our Minds inclines God to ſtrengthen us. Be Hrong 


27. and he foal Ways your en all 90 that truſt i in the 


Lord. 
Ix is not for want of 8 but thaw, is Gave 


other Cauſe of Unbelief. The Evidence is as Clear 


as is conſiſtent 0 855 ho ans ana State of Man; 


= Ts 


—_ . — 


* 


| * This De Inner was call the Septua vine, bing den by 7 
Perſons, about 300 Nears before the Birth af Chriſ 9 1 
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God would never grant ſuch Evidence, as to over 
ower Men's Faculties, and force them to be good. 

There is abundance for well diſpoſed Minds, leſs © + 
would ſerve the more Conſiderate, and more will not 
perſuade the Vitious. As che Mind is more worldly, 

it moves more ſlowly towards Heaven, and the Spirit 

of God doth not like to join with the Spirit of this 
World, becauſe it prefers: this World before Hea- 
ven, and accounts Religion a Trifle, in Compariſon © 
of other Knowledge,” when all other Knowledge is 
a Trifle in Compariſon of Religion. The Wiſdom of Prov. iii. 
Religion is more precious than Rubies, and all Things 
thou canſt de fire, are not to be compared unto her.. 

IIx is not then for want. of Evidence, but having 

too much of a Worldly Spirit, that Men reject the 

Commandment, or too little. regard it, there is firſt 


a Want of Conſideration, * that worldly Luſts enſnare 
0 the Heart, and theſe ſo far prevail at laſt, as to prevent 
| any Conſideration, F but what ſerves themſelves. This 
is the Reaſon ot God's Diſpleaſure, that Men are ſuch 
; vile unworthy Creatures. Therefore he giveth not Un- | 
> derſtanding, nor preventeth wicked Devices, nor giv- 
eth Grace to do better; they do not acknowledge 
him by their natural Powers, but turn their Minds | 
1 only to. their own Luſts, deſpiſe every Thing that +; Ho 
t tends to Godlineſs, and aggravate Sin with Ingrati- Jam. i. 14. 
5 rude; thus every Man is tempted when he is drawn . 
d. , away of his own. Luſt and enticed ; then when Luſt 
i ll hath conceived, it bringeth forth Sin, and Sin when it is 
4 finiſhed, bringeth forth Deal. | 
1 Ix is therefore of the utmoſt Importance, that a 
: Man guard his Mind by ſerious Conſideration, and 
e recommend himſelf to the divine Favour, by a good 
» Quo magis homines ſecuro erunt animo, ed citiùs pecca- 
bunt. Demos. Ex 41 Proemn .. 3 
: + Ut quidam morbo aliquo & ſenſũs ſtupore ſuavitatem ſibi 


non ſentiunt: Sic libidinoſi, avari, facinoroſi veræ laudis gu- 
ſtum non ſentiunt. Sic? Philip. "I AUS Ld . 
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130 The Dſe of Human Reaſon 
| © Uſe of his natural Powers; it will be no excuſe if 
= Men are miſled by others, who ſerve not our Lord 
Rom. xvi. Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly and diverſe Luſts, 
3 and by good Words and fair Speeches deceive the 
Hearts of the Simple; becauſe the common People 

are endowed with Reaſon, and ought to conſider 
what they hear: They ought not to fellow blindly, 
but to uſe their own Eyes; it will be in vain to plead 

that they have followed the Counſel and Conduct of 
their Leaders, if they be Men of bad Principles, al- 
| tho' Miniſters of the Word: It is no more than what 
W 1a. ix. 16. has been among the Jews. The Leaders of this Peo- 
# Pꝛle cauſe them to err, and they that are led of them are 


4 deftroyed. i Ee 
a=  THrexrs is a Degree of Neglect and Contempt 
= in any Coldneſs or Slothfulneſs in the Service of God, 
= and we may fear his Reſentment, if we be not ſuch 
A ads he wou'd have us, a People zealous of good Works. 


But much neglect of our Faculties, and of the Means 
of ſerving God, is a high Degree of Contempt, and 
| cauſes Alienation and Parting between God and Men, 
beecauſe they love this World better, and mind any 
IIa. v. 12, Vain Thing rather than God: The Harp and the 
13, Viol, the Tabret and as 7 are in their Feaſts; but 
they regard not the Work of the Lord, neither con- 
Pal. xxv. ſider the Operation of his Hands. Therefore my Peo- 
9. ple are gone into Captivity, becauſe they have no Kno- 
= leage. But if a Man ſtudies the Will of God, he ſhall 
know of the Doctrine, and the meek he will guide in Fudg- 
Tux better to perform our Duty and learn how 
to uſe our Reaſon, let us again obſerve the Story of 
Abraham, the great Father of the Jews, who were 
the beloved People of God; yet ſo great Offenders 
againſt him. Abraham was bred up amongſt Idola- 
| . * ; ; 8 | . | ters, | 


\ 2 "= - 
—— _ n 3 n 5 - . ———— L "ny _ C 1 


* — 4 — md 


73 
P SRD DEE Et 2” 
— — — r . -_ — =: = 


fr I 


W 


Nos umbris, deliciis, otio, languore, deſidia animos infi- 
cimus. Cic. Tuſc. Lib. 5, NN Py, 
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was himſelf in thee Errour, but 


131 


abl 
he conſidered 1 enquired after the true God; He 


did not follow the Cour of the World, but over- 
came the Prejudice of Education, and the mighty 
Power of evil Example; he is a good Example to 


us, as well as to his Poſterity; and it is the Work 
of every Man, to Enquire whether he is in an Errour, 


and di gen y to ſearch aftet TRurH; the Neglect 
of this Duty, of a ſincere Uſe of our Reaſon, is the 
Cauſe of fo many divers Opinions, and that there 
are yet a great many Idolaters in the World. | 

TE Reaſon is the fame for all Vice and Wic- 
kednefs: All Errour begins in Human Reaſon, which 


is the Fountain-head  i$ this be kept clean, the Streams 
will run purt, but if Reaſon is neglected and not 


cleanſed by Conſideration, it will be full of Filthi- 
neſs, both of Spirit and the Fleſh; it was by the ſame 


0 Means, that as Abraham believed in God, ſo he was 


a Man of great Vertue; as he enquired after God, 
ſo he alſo conſidered what was agreeable to him, for 


a true Notion of God will nece arily produce Obe- 


dience to fo great an Authority and Conformity to 
his Nature, Faith wrought with his ere and 5 Jam. i ii. 22. 


5 Works was Faith made per fett. 
I x is not to be doubted, chat che Nations W 


unworthily fallen away, and not acting the Part of 


reaſonable Men, were left to their own: Inventions : 


No'other Reaſon can be a that the Gentiles 
were culpable, but that they "did not uſe the 
of Nature, that is, the Rational Capacity; they on- 


ly are not to be blamed, who have not a Oy 


to know God, who never requires/what'/a Man ha 


not, nor will en him for that he cannot help: Gena 


Shall not the Judge of all the World do t No: 


Man falls but by his own Fault, neither doth Gd 
ſuffer Man to fall, or continue in a damnable Errour, 


if he was not guilty of : willful and groſs Neg Jef. 
There was nothin ng that was fit to be Aalen His 
e Wanting to 
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132 be Dſe of Human Reaſon 
utmoſt and moſt exact Uſe of Man's yen ware &þ but 
1 Tim. ii. he is not extreme to mark what is amiſs, He would 
* have all Men to be ſaved; and to come to the Knowledge 
0 / ᷣ . TR 
Ho far God may excuſe the Ignorance of the 
ancient Heathen, and the Infidels of the preſent Time 
we cannot determine; but certainly it was the Fault 
of their Fore-fathers, and is their own Fault at this 
Day, that they are Unbelievers, and it is to bedoubt- 
ed, have an evil Heart of Unbelief; becauſe they ſuf- 
fer worldly Intereſt, . or the Prejudice of Education 
to over-rule their Reaſon, and will not enguire after 
Dr. Sourh. Truth. A learned Author faith “ as long as Reaſon 
X keeps her Ground, Religion neither can nor will 
“ loſe hers; but if we do not uſe the Light of Na- 
ture, God will not further enlighten us with his 
4 Grace. Such Neglect is a Contempt of the 
Gift and an Affront to the Giver, and God will not 
give his Grace to thoſe, who openly and obſtinately 
- affront bim: It is an abominable Contempt of God, 
5 that Men ſhould not think it worth the while to em- 
Prov. xiv. ploy their Minds. about him. He that is perverſe in 
/ on inn or ng a” 
Abraham, having Reſpe& unto God amongſt Ido- 
laters, is the more reſpected by him; but he muſt. 
iſtill act the Part of a reaſonable Man, and becauſe it 
might bear hard upon him, to live amongſt his Peo- 
ple and Kindred, whoſe Society would be dangerous, 
God delivers him from the Temptation, by calling 
him into a ſtrange Country, and deſigns to raiſe a 
Nation from him, by which, upon a rational Scheme, 
the true Worſhip might be preſerved in the World. 
Sad enters into Covenant with him, and promiſes 
5 e ah as a Perſon qualified to ſerve the 
Purpòſe of God in a reaſonable Way; not only to 
keep this Covenant for his own Part, but to pro- 
mote it in his Poſterity: This is to be the great 
Mork of Abraham, on which God in ſome reipett 
depends, as if he | was obliged to him, as if he had 


need 


* 


In RELIGION, &c. 133 
need of Abraham, to do him Service in the World, 
becauſe he would receive Homage from his Creatures, 
and be 'gracious unto them; but he muſt act in à 

proper Manner with reaſonable Men. 
__ THEREFORE a new Fayour is granted to Abra- 
ham, God reveals to him his Deſign to deſtroy Sodom, 
and allows his Igerceflion for that People; He that 
ſaid, is any Thing too hard for the Lord? faith pre- 
ſently after, as of a Friend, from whom he could 
not conceal a Secret, ſhall J hide from Abraham that 
Thing which I do? ſeeing that Abraham ſhall ſure- Exod, 
ly become a great Nation, and all the Nations of vii. 17, 
the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him; for I know that '® 
he will command his Children and his Houſhold af- 
ter him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord; 
10 do Fuſtice and Judgment, that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which be hath ſpoken of him. 
Tux Hebrew Word, which is tranſlated (com- 
mand) ſignifies alſo to inſtruct, but in what Senſe ſo- 
ever it is taken, it is grounded upon human Reaſon. 
He that commandeth or inſtructeth ſhould have a ſu- 
periour Capacity of Reaſon, and thoſe that receive 
Commands or Inſtruction are ſuppoſed to have a com- 
petent Capacity to underſtand, and to be perſuaded 
to obſerve them, which God requires at our Hands: 
He cannot aſſiſt or Favour Man without his own Rea- 
ſon, no not the Poſterity of Abraham, to whom he 
promiſed and gave ſo may Bleſſings; he could bleſs 
them with his Graces, and preſently make them Saints 
but they muſt ſanctifie themſelves with their own A= |} 
' bilities, or elſe they will not be ſanctified; they muſt 
| uſe their own Reaſon and receive Inſtruction, or elſe 
they will be forſaken, and their Bleſſing turned into 
Curſes, as it is expreſſed in many Threatnings, and = 
toe lene r ꝙꝗ ce A 
Fox God doth not . 00 the Perſon of Man, ö 
but as he is a Man, in his beſt Capacity, in the prin- | 


_ 


cipal Part of Man, his Spirit; but in order to do 
good to Ifrael in a reaſonable Way, God makes - 


13 


Iſa, xli. 8 
Jam. 2. 
23. 


_ be „ E * TH man | Resor 
of Father Abraham, of His Inſtruction and Exam- 
le; and in regard of the Service he is to perform, | 
e is called the Friend of God: Thou 7/7ael art my 
Servant, Jacob whom I have choſen, the Seed of 
| Abraham my Friend. Abrabam believed God, and 
it was imputed to him for Ri eee and he was 
called the Friend of God; I ſuppeſ not only be- 
cauſe God was kind to him; hat by Reaſon of mu- 
tual Offices; he does God Service, after the fame 
Manner, as he that hath Pity on che Poor lendeth 
to the Lord: As Men are Inſtruments, under the 
Providence of God, to do good in his ſtead, for che 
bodily ſupport of his Poor; 3 ſo are Men Inſtruments 


| Mat. v. 9. Of greater good to the Soul by Inſtruction. /boſo- 
ever ſhall do and teach the Commandments Mall be. called 8 


great in the Kingdom of Heaven. © . 
Fo R whatſoever Gdod we do to thoſe that want, DS 


God takes it as done to himſelf; becauſe he is oblig 7 | 


by his Goodneſs to do good to his Creatures, an 


alſo obliged by his Willlbm-to alt by-the crdinary- - 


Courſe and Rule of Nature, and to permit bun 


Affairs to the Direction of human Reaſon; and Gd 
will rather give his Bleſſing upon the Uſe of Mans 
Reaſon, in giving and receiving Inſtruction, than in 
any other Affair. Wherefore altho' it is a gracious 


Condeſcention, yet it is very remarkable, that God 
ſpeaks of Abraham as of a Friend, and as if he were 


, * 


. obliged to him, Shall T hide from Abraham that Thing 


which 1 do? No, I cannot, For I know, he will in- 15 
firut his C bildren, and refers my Name and . Hu 


, in the World. 


Fo R indeed, according to the Rule that God in 
"Tu Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs preſcribes to himſelf, 5 
"ou Men and Glien Inſtru truck 

iniſters to his Providence, they are Wees toge- 
ther with God, for the Good of Mankind: God 
hath need of e and other good Houſholders 
and Preachers of his Word, to itte 


am xvili, Ms as the great Apollo Sr. OM 1 who, as his 


Many 75 


ors are Helpers and 158 


uct and perſuade 1 


| Manner was, went to the Jews at. Theſſaloniza, and 
three Sabbath Days reaſoned with them out of the 
Scriptures. He ſtrengthens his Reaſoning with Af- 


fection, ſpeaking to his Corinthian. Converts, God : Cor. v. 
was in Chriſt reconciling himſelf to the World, and 19, 20. 


we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did 


_ 


| beſeech you by us, Be y reconciled to God, and as : Cor. vi. 


Workers together with him, we beſcech you alſo, 
that ye receive not the. Grace of God in Vain, that is, 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel held forth in the Preach- 
No all Inſtruckion implies, that the Soul is ca- 


pable of Improvment, and the Uſe of our Reaſon is 


the Means; for whatſoever Rules or Precepts are pro- 
poſed to us, they are laid before our Reaſtn to judge 


of and to learn by them; by this Means we may and 
aught to improve our Souls: Becauſe all rational Diſ- 


courſe wou'd be vain, if Men were not obliged to 


; obey Reaſon, or could not profit thereby; we know 
by Experience that the Mind is I by Rea- 

ſoning, but without Inſtruction, and the Uſe of Man's 
| Reaſon to receive it, Knowledge and Wiſdom are 


not to be attained. God hath generally left Men to 
the Uſe of Means, without which himſelf cannot do 


According to the Rule preſcribed to himſelf, he can- 


| hear Inſtruction, and ſtudy to get Wiſdom. _ 


not make Men wiſe unto Salvation, except they will 


e cannot make them ſuch as he defires them to be: 


een by many Inftances, that God hath.in 
dom made 


his Wi 


ner to repent, but it muſt be according to Rule, and 


IS a Rule, which requireth the Work 
of Man, and this is as it were a Law to himſelf; he 


by the Uſe of human Reaſon. This is ſo much his De- 
' fire, he ſeems. to be grieved at Man's Careleſſneſs, 


and unworthy Sinning againſt him, but he is highly 


peaked to bring about the Good of Men in a proper 


Way; therefore ono and other Teachers ares. 
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16% be Ie of Hunan Reaſon © - 
Alſſiſtants, his Inſtruments of doing good; they are 
as it were lent unto the Lord, upon which account 
i Sam. ii, Eli bleſſed Elkanah, and prayed that he might have 
| 2% more Children, for the Loan whith he lent to the Lord, 


in giving up Samuel to be a Prophet. 


Gop ſhews himſelf acting by Means, when he 
eould do the Work without them, he could do all 
Things with one Word, but he rather uſeth Means, 
| even in Conjunction with Miracles, as more agreea- 
| - Exod, xiii, ble to his Wiſdom z he led his People out of Egypt 
17. not thro” the Land of the Philiſtines, *altho' that was 
naar, for God faid, leaſt peradventurt the People re- 

pent when they ſee War, and they rewurh to Egypr'; 
it was fit that before they were called to ſharp Con- 
flicts, they. ſhould be hardned by a long Journey, 
and their Faith further ſtrengthened by more Expe- 
rience of God's Power. In like manner God-uſeth 
Means in the greater Concern, to inftru&t Men in 
Religion, and requires the Uſe of Reaſon, that they + 
may conſider and believe, and not turn back from the © 
- Way that leads to eternal Life. © 
Gon hath ſo obliged himſelf go the Uſe of Means, jr 
that he accounts Men his Helpers, as if he was obli- 
ged to them, in the Diſcouragement of Sin, and Ad-. 
VyVoancement of Religion, by reaſonable and juſt Me- 
Num. xxv. thods. Phineas is highly commended for ſlaying 
8. - Eimbri and Coshi, when God could have ae ee = 
them, as he had done to Korab and his Company: 
Num. xxv. Phineas being a Man in | Authority, and having 1 
3.8, 11, 1. Command from Moſes, it was a lawful Action, and 
had mighty Effects, even to turn away the Wrath 
of God, and procure to himſelf a glorious Reward; 
For the ſame Reaſon it is good Service done to Gd, 
to preſerve true 8 and defend the Church, 
| Tudg, v. provided Men uſe only the neceſſary Means. Zebu- 
18, 23. lun and Napthali are commended, who jeoparded 
their Lives unto the Death; and the People of Me- 
vor are curſed Becauſe they came not to the Help of the 
Lord againſt the Migbiy. Here the Strength of Man 


as. 


In AREEIGION, . 
is Tequ nited, to do God Service in War, much rather 


18 his Reaſon required to attain Knowledge i in Religion, Prov. iv. 
* to teach Men in the Way of Wiſdom, and fore "..o 


one to Hold faſt Iuſtruction. 5 
Go himſelf inſtructed his Peop le 22 by W- 


Spirit, and by his wonderful Works; 'yet they did peut. i. 
not learn his Statutes, unleſs they applied their Hearts 36. 


unto Wiſdom. Out "of: Heaven he made thee to hear Neb. xi. 


his Voice, that he might inſtruct thee ; thou gaveſt 20. 
them alſo thy good Spirit to inſtruct them ; never- 


theleſs they were > difobedient and rebelled againſt _—-... 
and caſt thy Law behind their Backs : The moſt di- 
vine Inſtruction, and actual Influence of God, takes "DNS 
effect as Men N receive it, and conſider i it's Im- 39. 
portance. Know therefore this Day, and conſider 


in thine Heart, that the Lord is God in Heaven a- Pan. xii 


bove, and upon the Earth beneath, there is none 3. 


elſe. And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as 5 the Brighineſs of 
the Firmament, and they that turn many to Roghteouſneſs 5 


as the Stars for ever and ever. 


* 


Go p hath ſhewed by many lunzhers, that proper 


Means are to be uſed, and it is Man's Work to uſe 15 | 


the Means prudently ; He is not willing to o oppor . 
abridge Man's Liberty, but expects him to u 


wiſe Direction of his own Reaſon; therefore God Ko 
uy m— ſeyeral Ceremonies to the Iſraelites, to 


e it by a 


them in pious Exerciſe, and to divert them from 


ff 140 olatry, to which they inclined chro' Careleſſneſs; 
and becauſe Men adhere to Cuſtoms, and are hard- 


ly weaned from them, he appointed many of the ſame 
Ceremonies, which they had been uſed to in Eg ypr, 


and rectified thoſe that were faulty, but forbad the + 


barbarous Uſage of Beaſts, | to teach them to avoid 


, = 4 : 
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x” towards one another, T hou fog not ſeeth a Exod. i 
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18 The de = 
_____ WmarSoEvERGad tranſacts with Men, he ex- 
pects from them, that they act like rational Crea - 


C Human Reaſon 
tures, and not with a careleſs Indifference towards 
him; It was a great Crime in the Canaanites, and 
that they ſlighted the Name of God, when they 

by Enquiry, that the only Potentate had promulged 


and their Prieſts, who deſpiſed the Law, fell into 


Mal.ii, 7, the like Condemnation; the Prieſts Lips ſhould keep - 


3,9 Knowledge, and they ſhould. ſeek the Law at his 
Mouth; for he is the Meſſenger. of the Lord of 

Hoſts. But ye are departed out of the Way, ye have 

cauſed many to ſtumble at the Law; ye have carrup- 

ted the Covenant of Levi, Therefore have 1 alſa made 

you contemptible and baſe before all the People, according as 

9e have not kept my Ways, but have been partial in the 


it's Conduct of Vrael out of Egypt to the promiſed 


Land; And, if it had not been recorded by infallible 
Writers, and proved by undeniable Evidence, it had 

been incredible, how they behaved themſelves to- 
wards God. He led them thro' Dangers, and fed 


them by Miracles. He promiſed them Bleſſings, he 


Plal.cv. delighted to bleſs them; he gave them the Land 
7% 44. of the Heathen, and they took the Labours of the 
People in Poſſeſſion, that 5 might keep his Sta- 
how ſhould they want 
any- Thing neceſſary for their good? There was no- 


tutes and obſerve his Laws; 


thing wanting that could reaſonably be granted; but 
they neglected their own Part, and 


Cauſe of all other Wants: It ſeems very ſtrange, 
that //7ael ſhould ſo offend, and eſpecially, that they 
fell into Idolatry. There can be no other Reaſon for 

it, but unthinking Careleſsneſs; They did not con- 

ſider nor apply the Works of God by Reaſoning, 
to perſuade their Hearts and Wills to obey him. 


probably what filled up the Meaſure of their wa a 
| card | 
of his wondrous Works: They might have found out 
a Law with his own Voice: The People of Hrael 


I x is wonderful to obſerve divine Providence, in 


at was the 


4 
2 PMs. ww Y ca » me a 


not Grace to 
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the V 


Divine Providence wiſely ordered, and {ill ſo deals 
with Men, chat their Faith may be tryed, and their 


Minds well employed; yet it is never ſo intricate, 
bus that conſiderate Perſons may underſtand, and ne- 


— „„ 

THERE was indeed ſome Diſtance of Time in 

the Operations of God, and ſome Difficulties laid in 
V0 ay, to prove their Faith and Truſt in him. 


ver ſo plain, but that there is room for Conſideration. ; 


It is moſt N that Hrael was fo beloved of 


God, and called his pecular Treaſure, yet they had Exod. xix. - 


him. He manifeſted himſelf in. 
ſo extraordinary a Manner, and his Judgments were 


Ws 
1 


ſo viſtble, as one would think, might force Adorati- © 


on. For when he flew them, they ſought him, 
enquired after God. But pal. 


their Heart was not whole with him, neither continued lxxviii.34, 


they fledfaſt in his Covenant. 


. F 
I x is not to be doubted, but divine Grace was one. 


and chief, of the Bleſſings promiſed to Iſraol, and in- 


cluded in the general Term of Bleſſing them, tho' 


not plainly expreſſed, nor ſo largely beſtowed, as un- 
Goß el. There can be therefore no other 


der the 


Reaſon of their Defections, but their own Neglect 


and Careleſſneſs of Mind and Averſion to Piety; ſo 


great an Unworthineſs, as prevents all the good In- | 


tentions of God towards Men; he denies his Grace : 
to any Perſon who abandons his Reaſon, and obſti- 
nately turns his Thoughts another Way; becauſe he 
is as unfit, as unworthy to receive; he doth not feek 
it, neither would uſe it, if it were beſtowed upon 


him, nor retain God in his Thoughts. There is no- 


thing for Grace to take hold and make Impreſſion 


« 


upon, but a conſiderate Mind: Behold: I will pour prov. i. 
out my Spirit unto you, I will make known my 23, 25. 
Words unto you; but ye have ſet at nought ally 
Counſels, and would none of hog © Reproof. My pfal 1xxxi 


People would not hearken to my 


ce, and 1/rael 11, 12. 


Heart's Luſt and they walked in their own 3 ; 
EC oo ET OR 2k 


| 7% 


Ms The Uſe'of Human Reaſon 


Tux Holy Scnpture lays all the Fault of Man- 
kind upon this, their want of Confederation, and ne- 

glect of improving the Mind. This is the Cauſe of 

Men's Tgnorance'and Wickedneſs, whereby they diſ- 
honeur, not only their Bodies but their Souls too, 

and become even worſe than Brutes. God himſelf 

11a. i. 2,3. ſpeaks it to the Shame of Men: Hear O. Heavens, 
_ _ and give ear O Earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken; 
I have nouriſhed and brought up Children, and they 

have rebelled againſt me; the Ox knoweth his Own- 

er, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib; but J/ael doth 

not know, my People doth not confider: There is 

no room for Divine Favour in ſuch Brutiſhneſs. But 

when we conſider the Works of God, he is diſpoſed 

to give, and we are diſpoſed to receive; Grace will 
brighten our Faculties, and Reaſon will be the Ru- 
lee haman Ele SE Tt: T7 Oy Cy 

_  Tar1s is manifeſt in God's Providence and Man- 
Deut. viii, ner of dealing with his People rae]. Thou ſhalt. 
2. remember, faith Moſes, all the Way which the Lord 
thy God led thee theſe forty Years in the Wilderness, 
to humble thee and to prove thee, to know what was 

1n thine Heart whether thou wouldeſt keep his Com- 
mandments or no. God knows what is in Man's 
Heart, and he needeth not to be informed; but he 

trieth Men by ſome Difficulties, whether they will 

act as becometh rational Men, whether they will con- 


: ſider of their Duty, and go about to perform it. 


Deut. viii. Thou ſhalt conſider in thine Heart, that as a Man cha- 


5 feneth his Son, ſo the Lord thy God chaſteneth thee. © 


| Man's Reaſon is the chief Object of God's Tri- 
als, and this 1s proven to be proved; How Rea- 
ſon will govern the Will, direct the Heart or Aﬀe- 


ctions, moderate the Paſſions and Appetites, and bri 
the whole Man in Subjection to the Law of God 
It is to be proved how Reaſon diſchargeth itſelf in 
cConſidering his mighty Works both natural and mi- 
raculous, and having obſerved the Almighty Power I 
of God, ſhall work a Truſt in his Providence, bo 


; In RELIGTO N, Ge, 5 141 
Submiſſion to his Will in all Difficulties: For this is : 
the general failing, as it was in /#ael, they kept not 
the Covenant of God, and wou'd not walk in his Pſal. 

Law); but forgat what he had done, and the won- bxviii. 11, 
derful Works that he had ſhewed for them. All thñge 

Blame is laid upon this Neglect, 2 do not conſider, 
and therefore they know not. their Dutt. 

Ar ER that //ae] was ſettled in Canaan, divine 
Providence fixed a ſtanding Proof of the Holy Scrip- 

tures, both of the Old and new Teſtament, and of 

the Divine Authority of the Jews Religion; And 

the ſame is as certain a Proof, that,  altho' Judaiſm 

was of Divine Authority, yet it muſt ceaſe, and give 

way to the Chriſtian Inſtitution. The Scepter muſt 

depart from Judah and therewith: Moſes's Ritual Laws, 

WH when Shiloh came. I'fay there is a ſtanding Proof 
added to this Prophecy, which confirms the Chri- 

| ſtian Religion to all Generations, and that is, the |: 

; MW - Sabbatical Year. In the ſeventh Year ſhallbe a Sabbath Ley. xxy. 

of Reſt unto the Land, a Sabbath for the Lord; thou 4, 2! 

BH ſhalt neither ſow thy Field nor prune thy Vinc yard. 

Fenn I will command my Bleſſing upon you in the fixth : 


| Year, and it ſhall bring forth Fruit for three Tears." 
A4 «s the ſeventh Day was the Sabbath-Day, ſo eve- 
ry ſeventh Year was the Sabbatical Year; which was 
| provided for by a Miracle; A Miracle for certain; 
becauſe according to the natural Courſe, - fallowed 
Ground brings je the moſt plentiful Crop, and 
that would be in the firſt: Year. after the Sabbatical. - 
Year but among the Jews, the laſt of Six bearing 


Vears was the moſt plentiful," threefold more than 

the firſt Vear; So that 7/#ael had the Word confir- 

| med both by Miracle and Prophecy; There was a 

7 continual Prophecy, of a Miracle, and a Miracle 

. BU conſtantly fulfilled the Prophecy, without which the 
1 could not have obſerved their Law; the Ceaſing of 

. this Miracle ſnèwed, that their Law was to ceaſe 

r Lith it, and a ne Diſpenſation to ſucceed it inti- 

1 mates the Coming of a new Law-giver, WhO ſhould _ 


ahboliſn 
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eaſonn 

with Indonſiderateneſs, and teacheth him to humble 

himſelf under his A Wbo is this that 

| darkneth - Counſel by Words without Knowledge? 

10. xxxviiiGird ap thy Loins like a Man; for I will demand af 
2 3, thee, and anſwer thou me; Where 'waſt thou when” I 
laid the Foundation of the Earth, &c. 

TEE whole Book of Palms is an Application of 

the Pfalmiſt's Thought and Reaſon to the Service of 

God, and ſhews the Nereſlity of uſing our Reaſon, 

both to underſtand and perform our Duty: 'ThePfal- - 

1 miſt faith, I have inclined my Heart to keep thy 

Pſa). cxix, Statutes, that is, he diſpoſeth his Mind by Conſide- 

112. ration, to obey the Commandments; he had frequent- 

ly prayed, that God would incline his Heart and 

give him 1 to know his Teſtimonies ; 

yet he did not neglect his Part, but addicted his 

Mind to the Study and practice of chem, and chear- 

fully complied with the Motions of the holy Spirit; 

And altho' he was aſſiſted by God, yet his own: Care 

and Study was the Means both to obtain the divine 

Aͤſſiſtance, and to improve himſelf; and his Improy- 

ment in Vertue is imputed both to his Study, and 

Practice of the Commandments, as well as to the di- 

Pal. cxix. vine Help and Aſſiſtance. I have more Underſtand- 

99, 100. ing than all my Teachers, for thy Teſtimonies are 

my Meditation. I underſtand more than the Anci- 

ents, becauſe I keep thy Precepts. But then we muſt 

always remember to pray for, and acknowledge the 

divine Aſſiſtance, as if we could do nothing, and uſe 

our own Endeayours, as if we had none to aſſiſt us. 

My Eyes prevent the Night Watches, that I might 

meditate on thy Word; but as being imperfect, and 

of himſelf not ſufficient, he humbly applies to the 

Pſal. cxix, Throne of Grace; teach me pra J Moment and 

66, 68. Knowledge, for J have believed thy Commandments. 

hs Thou art good and gracious, O teach me thy Sta- 

tutes, I will run the Way of thy Commandments, 


when thou ſhalt enlarge my Heart, that is, when thou 


ſhalt take away more of my Corruption, and give 


— 
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ne REEIGTION;"@c 145 
me more free Diſpoſition towards thee, and eſtabliſb fal. li. 
it Hh imp . ̃ ¼ 
_ Turvs David owns the Duty of Care and Study, 
the Work of his Reaſon, to be aſſured of the divine 
Authority of the Commandments, to perſuade him- 
ſelf to obey them, to learn how to practiſe them, 
andl to uſe all Endeavours to obſerve them, and then 
at the ſame Time aſſerts the abſolute Neceſſity of 
divine Grace in the Performance. Solomon faith, the prov. xyi. 
hoary Head is a Crown of Glory, if it be found in 31. 
the Way of Righteouſneſs, and the Reaſon is, it 
hath employed it's Thoughts well, and ſpent much 


Time in the Study of Vertue; but he that like GI 


io, careth for none of theſe Things, will grow old 

in Vice. Conſideration produceth Religion and ſelf- 

Examination; out of which will proceed, by the 

Help of Grace, Perſuaſion and Relelution In the 

Uſe of theſe Means a Man cannot fail, and without 

all theſe he cannot improve his Mind, nor attain to £ 

any Degree of Vertue. Study to ſbe thy ſelf approved. 2 Tim. ii. 
Tux whole warfare of //7ae}, and the Manner of 5. 
. God's Operations, intimate to us the Uſe of Human 
Reaſon in Religion, which is a ſpiritual Warfare. 

_ God's Works are done on Purpoſe in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to be the Objects of Conſideration, becauſe he 

had rather Man's Reaſon to be employed, than to 
tell every Thing in plain Words: They are ſuch in- 
deed as ſerve for Words; and are to be underſtood 

buy Conſideration ; they put us upon Thinking, and 

ſuggeſt to us, that we learn more by them, the more 

we conſider them; for they have a further Meaning, * 


than their preſent Uſe, and it is to be the Employ- 


ment of Reaſon, 70 ſearch out the Iuſtruction; and as they 

| were the Means of Deliverance, to Hrael; ſo they 
may be the Means of a greater Deliverance, from a 
worſe than Eg yptian Bondage, unto a better Inheri- . 

.tance, than the Land of Canaan. _ „ 

_  Waen J//rael was engaged in Battle with Am 

leck, Moſes, Aaron and Hur went up to the Top of Exo. xvi. 


luman Reaſon _ 
| Hioreb, and it came to pals when Moſes held up his 
Hand, that 1/ae! prevailed, and when he let down 
his Hand Amaleck prevailed, but Moſes's Hands were 
heavy, and Aaron and Hur. ſtayed. up his Hands; ſo 
doth God help our Infirmities, but if, we let down 
aur Hands and ceaſe our Endeavours, Sin like Ama- 
leck will prevail. Canaan was promiſed to [/7ael ; yet 
they muſt undergo ſome Travel, and in ſome Man- 
ner fight for it: This repreſents our fighting againſt 
ſpiritual Enemies, and our pious Endeayours for ano- 

er Land of Promiſe, and a new Jeruſalem; Heayen + 
deſerves our Pains, and is not obtained by Idleneſs. 

_ Gop generally aſſiſted /ae} more or leſs, as Oc- 
cafign required, and ſometimes in an extraordinary 
manner, as himſelf had Occaſion to make his Power 
known: Wicked Men are God's Enemies, and he 

could deſtroy them all at once; but this was not a 
proper Way, and altho' God aſſiſted /rae! with a 
Jof. x. 25. mighty Hand, yet they are required to quit themſelves 
ud. v. 9. Jike Mey, to be firong and courageous, to fight the Lord's 
Battles and their own. This Method, as it is moſt 
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| reafonable, ſo it is the Object of our Confideration, - 
| that we ſhould think it juſt in other Caſes, that we 
| ufe our own Powers, and propoſe to ourſelves great: 
| er Honour, the more diligent we are; that we ſhould | 
not expect God's Aſſiſtance, when we deſerve his 
| Diſpleaſure; nor that he ſhould do a needleſs Work, 
[| that we may ſpend our Time in Folly and Idleneſs. 


No, Man muſt: be employ'd in his own Bulineſs, 
.._ _ efpecnlly the beſt part of him, his Reaſon.  _ 
= Gideon * was ſent, againſt a vaſt Army with a very 
ſmall Number of Men, left Jae ſhould vaunt them» 
ſelves againſt God, ſaying, my own Arm hath ſaved 
me; but yet God will not do all, tho'.he work a 
Miracle; Man muſt act for himſelf, and by prudent 
Means too, as Gideon uſed Policy. He goes in 4 | 
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Gideon began to judge Iſrael in the Year of the World 2730, | 
before CHRIST 1254 Years, before the Deſtruction of Troy 70 Tears., ö 
which happened before Chriſt 1184, when Jair was Judge of Iſrael. 


Night with Lamps hid in Pitchers, which being 
broke, the Lights ſuddenly. appeared, and Trumpets 

ſounding, the Enemy was ſtruck with a Pannick 

Fear, which was a natural Cauſe, tho' not the only 

Cauſe of their overthrow.: God would have the Rea- 

ſon of Mankind to act, and the Courle of Nature to 

e ee, Cauſes, and ſo far as theſe will go, 

he is ſparing of Miracles. But Gideon was too dith- | 

dent, in requiring ſo much Proof of his Commiſſion, . "InP 
by two ſucceſlive Miracles, after God had revealed Jud. v.37. 


Neglect of Conſideration, however God was pleaſed 

to indulge him, and we ſhould learn to conſider his 
Power, as he es human Weakneſs.» 
Bor the Action of Ehud is more difficult to be 
accounted for, God raiſed up a Deliverer, yet leaves7,, iii. 

him to his own Invention, tho' he foreſaw he would iz. 
do an AR, which could not be juſtified ; becauſe he 
would not ſtop Man's free Agency, nor obſtruct the 


mo Uſe of his Reaſon. His Reaſon ſuggeſts to him Po- 


| licy, and an ambiguous Term to deceive Eglon; 7 


Which is common to the true God, and the falfe 
Gods; Eglon ariſeth with Reverence, Ebud takes 
the Advantage and ſtabs him, and makes an eaſy Way 
to Victory. I conceive, with Submiſſion, that Ehud 

ſhould have conſidered better, and waited for ſome 

Advice from God how to deal with the Enemy; 

but God permits Succeſs to Means, according to 
the Courſe of natural Cauſes, as he thinks fit, for 

_ wiſe Ends; when it is Man's Fault to apply his Rea- 

_ fon wrong, for want of due Confiderarion. And this 

Act of Ebud may be reckoned among the Faults of 

great Men, recorded in holy Scripture, which are not 

to be imitated, but to teach us to conſider before ah 
act, to beware of human Infirmity and apply to God 


our Strength. In all thy Ways acknowiedge him, and 
be ſhall direct thy Paths. P. 7 Po. i. 6. 
. We A £3 , 3 44 O» 2 90 10 5 * F. Fa 3 8 W HEN 
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146 The Uſe of Human Reaſon _ 
Horeb, and it came to paſs when Moſes held up his 
Hand, that Jae! prevailed, and when he let down 
his Hand: Amaleck prevailed, but Moſes's Hands were 
heavy, and Aaron and Hur ſtayed up his Hands; fo 
doth; God help our Infirmities, but if, we let down 
aur Hands = ceaſe our Endeavours, Sin like Ama- 
leck will prevail. :» Canaan was promiſed to [j7ael z yet 
they 1 undergo ſome Travel, and in ſome Man- 
ner fight for it: This repreſents our fighting againſt 
ſpiritual Enemies, and our pious Endeavours for ano- 
ther Land of Promiſe, and a new Jeruſalem; Heaven 

deſerves our Pains, and is not obtained by Idleneſs. 
God generally aſſiſted ae} more or leſs, as Oc- 
_ eafizn required, and ſometimes in an extraordinary 
yy manner, as himſelf had Occaſion to make his Power 
| known: Wicked Men are God's Enemies, and he 

F could deſtroy them all at once; but this was not a 

113 proper Way, and alt ho' God aſſiſted ae! with a 

Io. x. 25. mighty Hand, yet they are required to quit themſelvess ⁵³ 

ud. v. 9. „ite Men, to be ſtrong and courageous, to fight the Lord's ' Ml 

3 Battles and their own. This Method, as it is moſt 

| 5 reaſonable, ſo it is the Object of our Conſideration, | 


that we ſhould think it juſt in other Caſes, that we 

| uſe our own Powers, and propoſe to ourſelves great: 
=: er Honour, the more diligent we are; that we ſhould 

| not expect God's Aſſiſtance, when we deſerve his 
|| Diſpleaſure; nor that he ſhould do a needleſs Work, 


that we may ſpend our Time in Folly and Idleneſs. 
No, Man muſt be employ'd in his own Bulineſs, 
eſpecially the beſt part of him, his Reaſon. 


— 


Eideon * was ſent againſt a vaſt Army with a very 8 
ſmall Number of Men, left [7ae/ ſhould vaunt them: 
ſelves againſt God, ſaying, my own Arm hath ſaved WW 
me; but yet God will not do all, tho' he work a 
Miracle; Man muſt act for himſelf, and by prudent 
Means too, as Gideon uſed Policy. He goes in the 


th i SE tt mm i . a5}, F 


_*, * Gideon began to judge Iſrael in the Year of the World 2730, 
before CHRIST 1254 Years, before the Deſtruction of Troy 70 Tears. 
whith happened before Chriſt 1184, when Jair was Judge of IIrael. 
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— 
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Is RELIGION, Sc. 147 


N ight with Lamps hid in Pitchers, which being 
broke, the Lights ſuddenly a peared, and Trumpets 


ſounding, the Enemy was ſtruck with a Pannick 
Fear, which was a natural Cauſe, tho' not the only 


Cauſe of their oyerthrow.: God would have the Rea- 


ſon of Mankind to act, and the Courſe of Nature to 
proceed in natural Cauſes, and ſo far as theſe will go, 
e is ſparing of Miracles. But Gideon was too dith- 


dent, in requiring ſo much Proof of his Commiſſion, _ 1 
by two ſucceſlive Miracles, after God had revealed Ju. vi. 3. 


himſelf to him. This was human Infirmity, and 


Neglect of Conſideration, however God was pleaſed 
to indulge him, and we ſhould learn to conſider his 
Power, as he ddes human Weakneſs. . 


Bor the Action of Ehud is more difficult to be 


accounted for, God raiſed up a Deliverer, yet leaves jud. ii. 
him to his own Invention, tho” he foreſaw he would iz. 
do an Act, which could not be juſtified ; becauſe he 


would not ſtop Man's free Agency, nor obſtruct the 


' Uſe of his Reaſon. His Reaſon ſuggeſts to him Po- 
licy, and an ambiguous Term to deceive Eglon; 7 
Have a Meſſage from God, he uſeth the Name Elobim, 


which is common to the true God, and the falſe 


Gods; Eglon ariſeth with Reverence, Ehud takes 
the Advantage and ſtabs him, and makes an eaſy Way 
to Victory. I conceive, with Submiſſion, that Ehud. 
| ſhould have conſidered better, and waited for ſome 
Advice from God how to deal with the Enemy; 
but God permits Succeſs to Means, according to 
the Courſe of natural Cauſes, as he thinks fit, for 
wiſe Ends; when it is Man's Fault to apply his Rea- 


ſon wrong, for want of due Conſiderarion. And this 
Act of Ehud may be reckoned among the Faults of 


great Men, recorded in holy Scripture, which are not 
to be imitated, but to teach us to conſider before we 
act, to beware of human Infirmity and apply to G 


our Strength. In all thy Hays acknowiedge him, and © 
be ſhall direct thy Paths. peo. iü. 6. 
1 „ e 10 55. r 


* * 
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148 "The Uſe of Human Reaſon 


| Tudging, W NEN Judah warred againft the Philiſtins, the 


Lord was with Judah, and he drove out the Inhabi- 
tants of the Mountain, but could not drive out the 
Inhabitants of the Valley, becauſe they had Chariots 
of Iron. Theſe Chariots were not too ſtrong for 
God; but Unbelief, Fear and Sloth were the Cauſe 
of Fudah's Weakneſs. They did not conſider God's 
Power to conquer thoſe who had Chariots of Iron, 
and gave Way to their own Fear and Sloth, where- 
by God was proyoked to withdraw his helping Hand, 


and fo they became as really impotent as they were 
unmindful of God, and unwilling to act the Part of 


Men. If this is the State of 7/ael in their temporal 


Warfare, much rather is it in the Spiritual; for this 


is the Subſtance, of which the other is but a Type 


or Shadow. As the Land of Promiſe was, ſo is Hea- 


ven to be taken by Violence, but of a different Kind. 
Me muſt ſubdue our Luſts and Paſſions, worle Ene- 


Prov. xy; Mies than the Philiſtins, and we ſhall obtain a better Vi- 


fot Cory. He that is ſlow to Anger is better than the Migb- 
* ty, and he that ruleth his Spirit; than he that taketh a City. © 
Ix is to be obſerved from the holy Scriptures, that 
the Gentiles had Opportunities, and were encourag- 
cd to come into the Church of God; it was their 
own Fault if they did not. They ſaw and heard 
of his mighty Works, Conſideration brought ſome _ 
in, and Neglect E others. The Grace of 
God was more liberally beſtowed upon Jrael, and 
yet ſome of the Gentiles excelled, as they enquired af 
ter God with Diligence: The Children wanted Grace 
and Strangers obtain it, theſe had nothing elſe but 


the Uſe of Reaſon to recommend them, and thoſe 
Pal. 


| get not his wondrous Works; they provoked him to 


Anger with their High-Places,- and moved him to 


Jealouſie with their graven Images. One wou'd 


think it not poſſible that Ihe ſhould ſo highly of- 


fend, but negh 


4 


of Confideration is the Root of 
8 „ Diſ- 


had nothing elſe but Neglect to hinder them. 1/aet - 
forgat what God had done for them, and believed 


* 
- 


I» RELIGION, Sc. 
Diſobedience and this will be always the State of 


unthinking Men; they are a People of no Underſtanding, 1fa. xxvii. ; 
therefore he that made them will have no Mercy on them *"> 


and he that formed them, will ſhew them no Favour, be- 
cauſe they deſpiſe the beſt 'Things, and make them- 


WW ſelves moſt contemprible. 


Go p had a ſingular Eſteem for Abraham's Pofte- 
rity, they were a peculiar Treaſure to him. It was. 
not ſo with the Heathen, neither had they Know- 
ledge of his Laws. Vet 17aeÞs Neglect altered the 


Caſe. The Gentiles, who enquired after God, were 


more religious than the careleſs [/raelites, This Dif- 
ference muſt ariſe from the different Uſe of Reaſon ; 
becauſe Men are prejudiced by Education, and ſtrong- 
ly adhere to 5 They could not diſcover their 
Errours, but by much Reaſoning with themſelves, 


and conſidering whatſoever Obſervations and Inſtru- 


Ctions they might meet with, and the greater Difh-- 
culties they had to ſlruggle with, raiſed them more 
ieh . „ 
Jetbro, Moſes's Father in Law, a Gentile-Prieſt of 
Madian, being inſtructed by Moſes, worſhipped the 
true God; he gave Counſel to that famous-Lawgiver, 


which was approved and ratified by God himſelf, and 


was the Original of the Jews Sanhedrin, conſiſtinę 


of ſeventy Perſons, Attipanus in Euſebius calls him 


King of Arabia, becauſe in thoſe Eaſtern Countries, 
the Royal Dignity was annexed to the Prieſthood: 
= He came to viſit his Son in Law in the Deſart, ha» 
= ving heard of the Wonders that God did for him, 

in delivering ae] from their Bondage under Pharadb, 
and adviſed him to eaſe himſelf of Part of his great 
Burthen, by appointing Magiſtrates and inferior Of- 
ficers both Civil and Military.“ Hearken'now unto 
my Voice, I will give thee Counſel, and God ſhall - 


| Euſeb. demonſ. Evang. Lib. 9. c. 22. Sulp. Sever. Lib, r. 
Hi . r On Ogg 


Abort the Tear, of the World; 2545, © 


— — —————— 


— 


150 


Exod. be with thee. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes! gather 
me Seventy Men of the Elders of Iſrael, &c. 5 


xviii. 19. 
Num, xi. 


17. 
Ruth 1 ch, 


Nuthi 


f 13514, 8. 


* 


The Oſe of Human Reaſon 


Ruth a, Moabiteſs left her Country and Relations, 
to ſerve God with J//rael his People, which accord» 
ing to her preſent Proſpect, was a hazardous Enter» 
prize, whereby ſhe might be expoſed to much Trou- 


ble, and would come to a poor Condition of Life 


upon which Account her Mother in Law diſſuaded 
her from the Journey. But Ruth anſwered, Intreat 
me not to leave thee; thy People ſhall be my 


People, and chy God my God. She had the Ho- 

nour to give a 

Pl Scripture, but to her greater Honour, Chriſt de- 
cende 


Name to one of the Books of the ho- 


| from her, and ſhe adminiſtred Hope to the 
Gentiles: It was a rational motive to them, to en- 
quire after the God of 1/7ael, and an Encouragement 


to believe in Jeſus Chriſt. And many worthy Per- 


ſons, that uſed due Conſideration, of Gentiles became 


Worſhippers of the true God, whilſt the inconſide- 


Acts vy ii. 


2. 


rate Jews fell into Gentile- Idolatry; and when the 
Gentiles were called, the Jews were caſt off; they 
did not believe, becauſe they underſtood not the Pro- 
phecies of the Meſſias, for want of Reaſoning out of 


the Scriptures. _ 


confirm our Aſſertion, That it is for 


* 


ty of the Jews were guilty of many Vices, and 


| God's Dilpleaſure,, yet woul 


ed them; and when the 


Jer. V. . 


impenitent. They were many 'Times 
re, YE! | not be inſtructed, but 
even perſecuted and flew the Prophets that inſtruct- 


were punilted with ſeveral Jadgments, yet concinued 
O 


upon them, they did not ſee the Cauſe of their Mi- 
fcries, nor perceive their own Wickedneſs, becauſe 


3 


they were flothful, and did not enquire into the Rea- 
lon of Things, When Jeruſalem was beſieged and i 


taken 


THERE. are Examples of lower Degree, which 

ant of the 
Uſe of Reaſon, that Men miſcarry under the beſt Ad- 
vantages, and others as they uſe and obey Reaſon, - 
in Proportion ger Underſtanding. The generali- 


rewarned of 


rath of God was heavy 


WE. * 
. 3 
5 4 . 
* 
£ x 
2 
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155 
taken by the Chaldeans, it was a Saying amongſt the 
Jews, where/ore 15 this great Evil come upon us? And . 


it was anſwered by a Pagan Soldier. 
Nebugaradan Captain of the Chaldeans ſaw what Jer. l 8 


10 the blind Jews could not, ſaying to Jeremiah, The 3. 
Lord thy God hath pronounced this Evil upon this 
Place. Now the Lord hath brought it, and done 


according as he hath ſaid, becauſe ye have ſinned a- 


| gong the Lord, and have not obeyed his Voice, there- 


——- ES 
r 
1 

Wu | 


ore is this Thing come upon you; this fame Gen- 


W tile delivered Jeremiah from the Chains which the 
Jews had laid upon him, and gave God the Glory 
of bis Maſter's Victory. This conſiderate Heathen 


will riſe up in Judgment againſt the careleſs Jews, as 
our Saviour ſaith Tyre and Sidon ſhould againſt thoſe 


W in bis Time; fo will ſome Gentiles againft many 


Chriſtians, who uſe not their Advantages, nor enjoy 


WW the Light of the Goſpel, becauſe they ſuffer their 
= own Reaſon, the Light that was within them, to be Dark- Mat. vi. 
== Gov hath neither puniſhed nor diſ- regarded the 


1 23. 


Gentiles, but as they had deſerved by their Sins, and 


7 ? | 2 | . * « * 2 * | 3 
8 their great Neglect of enquiring after him. He hath 


ſhewed Fayour to Gentiles, who looked into the 


IF Jewiſh Laws, and learned how to ſerve him. He 
hhäath preferred conſiderate Gentiles before careleſs 
Jess, tcho' he wou'd rather ſhew Kindneſs to the 


Jews than the Gentiles. - Ebedmeleck the Ethiopian 


learn'd the Worſhip of God, and ſhewed Kindneſs 
to the Prophet Jeremiah, when the Jews perſecuted 
im, and would not be inftrufted. Therefore the 
Prophet is ordered from God, to declare his Favour 
to the Ezhiopian, and at the fame Time to foretell 


Evil to the Jews, Go and ſpeak to Ebed-moleck the Jer.xxxix. 
Ethiopian, ſaying, thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the 7. 
God of Vael, behold I will bring my Words upon 


HE this City for Evil and not for Good, and they ſhall 
be accompliſhed in that Day before thee. But Twill 
= &liver-thee inubat Day, «aj the Lord, and thou alt 


4 . 


152 The Dſe of Human Reaſon 


art afraid. r 1 
Ir is plain from theſe Inſtances; that the Uſe of 
| Reaſon makes the Difference. God will not look 


upon thoſe who are not careful to uſꝭ their Principal 
Faculty, which he created for the Conduct of this 
Part of his Creation; but always approves of, and 
aſſiſts thoſe that are conſiderate, and act like reaſon- 


Prov. xiii. able Men. Good Underſtanding giveth Favour, but 


15, the Way of Tranſgreſſors is hard. God himſelfteach- 


eth Man Knowledge, and yet for want of Knowledge 
his People are . all the Fault is in them- 


Hoſ. iv. 6. ſelyes, that they do not conſider and apply their Hearts 
= unto Wiſdom; becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, 

I will alfo reject thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieſt 
to me; ſeing thou haſt forgotten the Law of thy 


God, I will alſo forget thy Children. They would 


not exerciſe their Minds in divine Things, and want- 

ed Grace through their Neglect; they would not go-— 

vern their Paſſions and Appetites, but allowed them 

to blind their underſtanding, and ſhut out the Light 


of divine Grace. 


” 


THr1s is the Ciuſe that God hath ſo often puniſh» ; 


cd Mankind, and not ſpared his peculiar People, he 


is the more offended, / as Man hath better Means f 
Knowledge, and the greater his Power is to do good, ll 
the greater is the Crime of Neglect. The Neglect 
of God and his glorious Rewards, are grevious unto Ma 


him, He complains of his People, and as it were la- 


| menterh their Negligence, becauſe they did not colt. 


Ia, xlviii, der nor hearken to his Commandments. - O that thou 


18, 22. hadſt bearkned'to my Commandments, then had thy Peace 
been as a River, and thy Righteouſneſs as the Waves of 
the Sea. There is no Peace, ſaith the Lord, unto the 


_ Widtked. 


: TuRERE TORE he ſeverely afflicted 1/rael, to re- 
Pal. duce them to Reaſon; and when he flew them, then 


xxviii.34. they ſought him, and they returned and enquired car- 


bol. 5. % after God. I will go and return to ap Face, 1 
i. 2 Ee 


not be given into the Hands of thoſe. Men of whom thou 


"4 


In RELIGION, &c. 
they acknowled ge their Offence, $a) ſeek my Face; 


in their Affliction they will ſeek. me early. Afflicti- 
on reduceth Men to Reaſon, teacheth them to con- 


| | Gder for what Cauſe they are afflicted, and diſcovers 
the Hand of God to conſiderate Perſons. But if Men 


W will not be inſtructed, nor perſuade themſelves by 
Ws Conſideration, he gives them over to their own Way, 
and lets them follow their own. Inventions. - Be- 


| | cauſe they have not the Ui ider ſtanding that ſhould 


be found in reaſonable Men, che 1e have not that Wil- 


dom which may. be. acqur a their own Reaſon. 
rphe Crane and the Swallow > e the Time of their Jer. viii. 
Coming, but my People kn 1.427 the Judgment of 7» 8, 9. 


che Lord, How do ye . 1 re Wiſe, and the 


Law of che Lord is with : fs certainly in vain 
nade be it, the Pen of to- n, they: baue 
= rejected the Word of the Ln ie bat M7 Has. is in 

*"Solowon attained to gien. TW 7 by his own Rea- 


4 ſoning, as all Wiſdom 3: t9 be attained, by the Fa- 
vour of God aſſiſting; he {ought after Wiſdom, 


4 and asked it of God above all other Things, and hap- Prov. 0 


, faith he, is the Man that fiudeth Wiſom. It muſt 13 
be ſought, and improved by our Reaſon, 4 wiſe. Man 
will hear and will eacrea/e Learning. After all. God's 

= Favour. towards him, and the. Wiſdom he had at- 

W tained, he muſt ſtill ſtand by the Uſe of his awn Rea- 


3 | fake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. And for 


* | ſon, as he is adviſed by 1 Father David. If thou 1 Cron. 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou * 


ix all his great Wiſdom, he fell into much Sin by Ne- 


= but x FEE. upon better Confederation; "God. 
eing merciful unto him, when he conſidered. the 
| Vanity of this World, and concluded from all his 
Fenn a it is the N ee god 
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152 The Vſe of Human Reaſon 
not be given into the Hands of thoſe Men of whom thou 
rf l..., 88 

IT is plain ſrom theſe Inſtances; that the Uſe of 
| Reaſon makes the Difference. God will not look 


upon thoſe who are not careful to uſ) their Principal 


Faculty, which he created for the Conduct of this 

Part of his Creation; but always approves of, and 

aſſiſts thoſe that are conſiderate, and act like reaſon- 
Prov. xiii. able Men. Good Underſtanding giveth Favour, but 


We. the Way of Tranſgreſſors is hard. God himſelf teach- 5 


eth Man Knowledge, and yet for want of Knowledge 

| his People are 4 all the Fault is in them 
Hol. iv. 6. ſelves, that they do not conſider and apply their Hearts 
unto Wiſdom; becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, 

I will alſo reject thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieſt 
to me; ſeing thou haſt forgotten the Law of thy 

God, I will alſo forget thy Children. They would 

not exerciſe their Minds in divine Things, and want- 

ed Grace through their Neglect; they would not go- 

vern their Paſſions and Appetites, but allowed them 


to blind their underſtanding, and ſhut out the Light 


of divine Grace. „ ay 
THI1s is the Ciufe that God hath ſo often puniſh» 

ed Mankind, and not ſpared his peculiar People, he 
is the more offended, as Man hath better Means of 
Knowledge, and the greater his Power is to do good, 
the greater is the Crime of Neglect. The Neglect 


of God and his glorious Rewards, are grevious unto 
him, He complains of his People, and as it were la- 


menteth their Negligence, becauſe they did not conſi- 
16a. xl vii. der nor hearken to his Commandments. O that thou 
18, 22. hadſt hearkned to my Command ments, then had thy Peace 


been as a River, and thy Righteouſneſs as the Waves of 


the Sea. There is no Peace, ſaith the Lord, unto the 
| THEREFORE he ſeverely afflicted Jrael, to re- 
Pial, duce them to Reaſon; and when he flew them, then 
xxviii.34. they ſought him, and they returned and enquired car- 
s. after God. J will go and return to my Flace, — 


they „„ their Offence, 155 9 my Face; 


in their Affliction they will ſeek me early. AMicti- 
on reduceth Men to Reaſon, teacheth them to con- 


ſider for what Cauſe they are afflicted, and diſcovers 


the Hand of God to con iderate Perſons. But if Men 


| . | will not be inſtructed, nor perſuade themſelves. To 


Conſideration, he gives them over to their own Way, 


4 and lets them follow their own. Inventions. . Be- 
= cauſc they have not the U nder ſtanding that ſhould 


be found in reaſonable Men, have not that Wiſ- 


dom which may be n . | their own Reaſon. 
"= The Crane and the Swallow + e the Time of their Jer. viii 
Coming, but my People kn the Judgment of 7: 8,9. 


WF the Lord, How do ye Ys. 1 re ie, and the 

= Law of the Lord is with : ' - ../, cerrarnly in vain. 
made be it, the Pen of the © 21, they: have 
rejected the Word af _ Lind tz «wat WH Hos, is in 
wem? 


Solomon attained to gie TE cat WW oo % his own Rea- 


ſoning, as all Wiſdom 3: to be attained, by: the Fa- 
vour of God aſſiſting; he {ought 6 n Wiſdom, 


and asked it of God above all other Things, aud hap- br Prov. iii. 


A py, faith, he, is the Man that findeth HW iſom. It muſt 13. 


be ſought, and improved by our Reaſon, 4 wiſe. Man Prov. 5. 


will hear and will eacrea/e Learning. After all God's 
Favour towards him, and the Wiſdom he. had at- 
tained, he muſt ſtill ſtand by the Uſe of his own Rea- 


1 


ſon, as he is adviſed by his. Father David. If thou 1 Cron. 


ſeek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou for- xxviil. 9. 


g | fake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. 1 for 
| Fg bur 1 repented pop | beter . F God 


7 
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Repentancs, 'Solomon's Temple was built in "the Year of the One 
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Prov. 


xXxxviii. 5. ſeek the Lord underfiand all Thi 


P' ſal. xxv. 


12. 


be Dſe of Human Reaſon 


whole Duty of Man, to fear God and heep his Com- 


mandments. Here is a great Example of human Weak. 
neſs, when God leaves a Man to himſelf, and as great 


an Inſtance of God's Diſpleaſure, when he forſakes 


his beloved Solomon, till he confider'd the Evil of bis 


| Doings. 


Or what vaſt Importance the Uſe of Reaſon is, 
we learn both by the Example of Solomon, and by 
his excellent Proverbs, which all tend to that Pur | 
poſe. He acquired not his Wiſdom by learned Edu- 


cation, of which there was little among the] wh 


nor only by. Inſpiration. But his Care to get Wit- 
dom by his own Reaſon, was the Means of getting 


more from God. This wiſe Man informs us, that 
* of Reaſon, and a wicked Life go together, 
an 


bear a Proportion one to the other; but he is 
the vertuous Man that enquires after God and ſtu- 
dies to know his Will. Theſe are too different Cour- 


ſes, and the one is always ſet in Oppoſition to the 


other, Evil Men underſtand not Judgment, but they that | 


THe diligent and honeſt Enquirer cannot fail of 
Underſtanding all Things that are neceffary to be 
known, in order to his main Concern, his eternal 
Salvation, becauſe God teacheth him. "Be ſhall teach 
him in the Way that he ſhall chooſe; he it is that 


| feareth God, chooſeth the Way of God's Word, 


and God will ſurely aſſiſt him in that Way; ſuch 4 
one is the Perſon, to whom God loves to communi- 
cate his Favours, and he beſtows more largely, as 


Men take Pains to ſerve him, and are willing to be 


21. 
Pſa. xxv, 


Prov. ix. 


inſtru&ted, in wharſocyer State they are, as to human 
Learning, and natural Endowments ; he giveth Wil- 


dom to the Wiſe, and Knowledge to them that know 
Underſtanding. He alſo teacherh Sinners in the Way, 
not obſtinate Sinners, hut ſuch as forſake the fooliſh and 


0 in the Way of Underſtanding, © 
Tux Uſe of Human Reaſen is a Preparative to 


Knowledge, without which Men will not be — : 


by extraordinary Means. The Miracles of Elijah 
could not perfuade hab, nor his Threatnings move 
him any furrher, than to put on a counterteit Hu- 
mility. Bur Jeboſophat prepared his Heart. by Con/i- 
deration to ſerve his God, and yet he had Failings too, 
as he was defective in his Thoughts. He entred in- 
| to a ſtrict Friendſhip with wicked Ahab, and a Pro- 
phet is ſent to reprove him. Shouldeſt thou help 
the Ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord! 
Therefore Wrath is come upon thee from before the 
Lord; nevertheleſs there are good Things found in 
thee, in that thou haſt caken away the Groves out 
of the Land, and haſt prepared thine Heart to ſeek God. 
| © * Nebuchadnezar owned the true God, upon Da- 
niels Interpretation of his Dream, but his pious 
Thoughts ſoon went off, becauſe he ſtupified his 
Reaſon with Luxury and drinking to exceſs. He 
aſcribes to himſelf the Glory of his Victories, and 
. ſets up an Image of Gold to be worſhipped. The 
 brutiſh Man is transformed into a Brute, but not in 
| the Shape of his Body; he is deprived of his Reaſon, 
Which he had ſo much abuſed, and eat Graſs with 
the Beaſts. Being reſtored to a right Mind, he ador- 
ed the inviſible God, and yet he never became a 
Convert: So ſtupid are Men that confider not the 
{ Fear of God. Drunkenneſs is a Sin, as it quench- 
eth Reafon for a Time, and tends to it's utter De- 
ſtruction; but he that preferves his Reaſon, and per- 
| verts it to Iniquity, is only the more miſchievous 
Beaſt. By Dyuſtice and Oppreſſion, he eateth up the pai. xiv. 
People as it were Bread, and called not upon the Lord. 8. 
Ix was the End of our Creation, to ſerve and Ho- 
nour our Creator, and to live in Friendſhip with him; 
This is what God delights in, to * 5 


— 2 * — 
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*  Nebuchadnezar. took Jeruſalem in the Year of the World 
3393, after the Building of Rome 160 Fears. After this hg ſub - 
_ gued Egypt, Ethiopia, and almoſt all Aſia, IE 
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they prefer the 1717 Means of Living, before the 
Life 


ſhip of God; we may frequently obſerve Men mind- 
; ing only this World, or very meanly looking after Wl 


Prov. v. 
$2, . 


Folly he ſhall go aſtray. 


of Life, and to value them more than Life itſelf, 


Job xxii.. 
: AL, 33, 


1 56 | 


this Life, and they will keep us in Friendſhip, with 


with him by Meditation. Acquaint now thy. ſelf with 
him, and be at Peace; thereby good ſhall come unto thee. 


, 


The Uſe-of: Human Reaſon 
Goodneſs to his Creatures, ind to have proper Ob- 
jects, upon which he may diſplay his Goodie The 

riendſhip of God would be our Happineſs, not on- 
ly for this ſhort Life; it imports everlaſting Felicity. 
But inconſiderate Men give their Hearts to this World, 


important Cauſes of * they prefer Meat, Drink 


and Clothing, before Juſtice and Piety and the Friend- 


a better State; and as this Behaviour is diſhonoura- * 
ble to God; ſo it will be pernicious to Men. His 
own Iniquities ſhall take the Wicked himſelf; and 
he ſhall be holden with the Cords of his Sins. He 
ſhall die without Inſtruction, and in the Greatneſs of his 
Noris more manifeſts the Corruption and 
Folly of Man, than his eager Appetite for the Things 
of this World, and his Averſion to entertain any Friend. 
ſhip and Familiarity with God. Nothing more ma- 
nifeſts his Wiſdom .and Strength of Mind, than to 
overcome the Oppoſition of Nature, and the Allure- 
ment of this World, and to look into the * Cauſes 


becauſe a better Life is annexed to the Cauſes of 
God. Then is Reaſon exalted and acquires the great- 


eſt Honour, when it walks with God, f frequents + 
his Houſe, ſpeaks to him in Prayer, and converſeth 


* Tt is a noble Saying of a Heathen Poet, ' © 
Summum crede nefas animam præferre pudori, © -: --- 
Et propter vitam vivendi perdere Cauſas. Juv. Sat. 8. 
Illud videto, ut Deum noveris, etſi ejus ignores, & locum & 

faciem, Cic. 1 Tuſc. Nil præſtabilius, quam plant intelligi, 

nos ad Juſtitiam natos. | „ 
Cum natura cæteras animantes objeciſſet ad paſtum, ſolum 
hominem erexit, & ad Coeli, quaſi cognationis domieiliique 


fs 


> 


priltini, conſpectum excitayit, Cie. 1. de Zeg, 


x 


ecceive the Law from his Mouth and lay up his Words 
. AA ³˙Ü¹m̃1ͤ ˙ VAK OT I PAIR 
Fon, altho' God is pleaſed to inſtruct Men him- 
eif and helps them to receive Inſtruction, yet ftill 
ee holds to the general Rule, the C/ of Means, eſ- 
Wpccially of Man's Reaſon. God will not be'our,., 


hey may and ought to do for themſelves. He eſta- 6, 7. 
liched a Teſtimony (Witneſs or Covenant) in Ja- 
" WW), and appointed a Law in Iſrael, which he com- 


Wrhers, a ſtubborn and rebellious Generation that ſet 
not their Heart aright, and whoſe Spirit was not 
ttedfaſt with God; becauſe they did not prepare their 
learts with Conſideration, and ſtudy the divine Law. 


gneditate upon them, and thou ſhalt teach them diligent- 
ou LM BY mf. 
= Gov cſtabliſhed a Law by his ſupreme Authority, 
vith the Evidence of mighty Works; but then as 
be is not willing to throw away Miracles, Men are 
to learn by Da and ſhewing what has been done; 
Arguments are to be offered, and there is nothing 
elſe but human Reaſon to weigh thoſe Arguments, 
and to be convinced by them. For what a Man 
hath not, is not the Gbject of Teaching, neither 
doth the holy Spirit want Inſtruction; bur the beſt 
Faculty, and rational Capacity of Man, is that which 
is to be inſtructed, and that being ſincerely employ» 
cd to improve it ſelf, and zealous for the Service of 
= God, the Spirit of God joineth with the Spirit of 
Man, and mixes his Influence with the Operation of 
| e 5 „„ RA 


n 


reacher alone, he will not do that for Men, which). 5, 


Theſe Words which I command thee this Day ſhall Deut. vi. 
e in thine Heart, that is, to remember them and © 7. 


138 Ihe Vſe of Human Reaſon 
Job xxxii. Human Reaſon. ' There is a Spirit in Man, andthe 
1 5 Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them Underſtanding. 

| | NoTarNG would be wanting to Man, if he 
was not wanting to himſelf in his own Reaſoning, 

to convince and perſuade himſelf, that he owes a Du- 

ty to his Creator, and is greatly indebted to him. 

It requires ſome Pains to know our Duty, and to 
advance in ſeveral ah ns of Knowledge, yet this 

is not very difficult. We may attain to a good De- 

ree of Vertue, if we will practiſe what is eaſy to 
be known, and we perceive is reaſonable; but the 

great Difficulty is in perſuading ourſelves of the Ne- 

ceſſity of Practice, and this is not to be done with- 

out diligent Conſideration, and Application of ſtrong 
Arguments, which are the Cords of a Man, to draw 
Hoſ. xi. 4, Our unwilling Hearts, and bind them to the Duty 
Pfal. cxix, of Men. I thought on my Ways and turned my Feet iſ 
59. unto thy Teſtimonies. 3 2 
Ix Men think ſeriouſſy and would really perſuade 
themſelves to believe the Commandments, that they 

were given to be performed, how much we were o- 

bliged to, and what depends upon the Performance, 
they would endure the Difficulty, if it were greater 
than it is, and not think the Commandments griey- 
x Jo. v. 3. us. If Men were realy perſuaded of the Goodneſs 
of God, and what he will do for them that love 
him, they would love him with all their Souls, and 
make haſte to keep his Commandments. But ne- 
glect of conſidering theſe Lang. is the Root of Dil- 8 
obedience, and abominable in the Sight of God, ſe- 
ing he hath given us Demonſtrations, and Reaſon to 
underſtand them. God had never given his Com- 

- mands, if they were to be given in Vain, aad never of- 
2 5 5 perſuade, if Men had not a Capacity to be 

pines: © 5 8 

” HEREFORE God is highly offended at Men's 
Neglect of their Reaſon, and placeth it among other iſ 
Abominations, which he. threatens with heavy Judg- 
Zeph. 1.4. ments. I will cut off the Remnant of Baal wo this \ | 
| 7955 Ke | ; ace, | 
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Place, &c. —— And them chat are turned back from 
the Lord, and thoſe that have not. ſought the Lord, 


nor e iquired for him. God hath given us in our rea- 


ſonable Nature, a Capacity to enquire after him, 
tho' he is not viſible to our Material Eyes; and if 
we uſe this Capacity, he will be viſible to our Minds 


him. But for want of right Reaſon, and the Appli- 
cation of it, Men want alſo a right Faith, __ fall 


to his Reſt becauſe of Unbelief; all Irreligion pro- 


$ Pains to cultivate our Minds, and perſuade ourſelves 
to believe aud practiſe Righteouſneſs. 


ir, and whatſoever he hath revealed, as being moſt 
8 reaſonable. He that doth not obey Reaſon, ſo far 
acts the Part of a Brute, and all depends upon this, 


God Almighty, and obtain his Bleſſings, is to act 
the beſt Uſe of our nobleſt Faculty, and how low ſo- 


according to the Dictates of Reaſon, we ſhall be 
| | honoured of God, and advanced in his Kingdom. 
Ir is only living as Men of Reaſon, it is only being 
Men in a right Notion of Humanity, that will by 
the Grace of God make us good Men, and advance 
Jus to the Perfection of our Nature, and the Satisfa- 


1 Heaven. 


Ve may either underſtand difficult Truths, or be ſa- 


ſhort of the Land of Promiſe; they cannot enter in- 


Go hath given us Reaſon, that we ſhou'd obey 


ever we are in this World, if we be honourable Men, 


159 


and we ſhall believe in him, and conſequently obey : 


ceeds from the ſame Root, the Neglect of taking 


that we only be Men. All that is required to oblige 
ke Men, to do Honour to qurſelves, by making 


Cron of all our Deſires of Happineſs. . A degenerate | 

Man will ſtill fall lower, that is, into the State of 

wicked Spirits in Hell, but an improved Soul will 
Wiſe ſtill higher, that is, unto the State of Angels in 
= Br a right Uſe of our Reaſon we may underſtand- 
Wall that is neceſſary, or what will be required of us, 
according to our e and Stations in the World 


ified concerning them. All difficult Dou, in 


a 5 — ——— — ͤ— 
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160 


Religion are deſigned to exerciſe our Reaſon, either 


The De of Human Reaſon 


in ſearching them out, or in humbling itſelf before 5 
the unſearchable Wiſdom, and incomprehenſible Na- A 
ture of God. The boly Scripture is an inexhauſta- 


ble Treaſure, which will employ Mankind to the | j 
end of the World, and Heaven will be the beſt Ex- 5 | 
poſitor of thoſe ſacred Writings. i 

Ir Religion is attended with Difficulty, it is no 1 


But the more the better, and more pleaſant to che * 
Enquirer. There is a Pleaſure in ſearching out 


adds to the Pleaſure of conteſting with it, When 
there is Hopes of Victory, and Succeſs does more by 


luable. There is nothing ſo pleaſant as to move the | 


another, and then to let it drop into Eternity. To 
this Argument may be referred the Obſcure Pro- F 
phecies and all Difficulties in holy Scripture, ex 


henſi 
give ſuch a particular Explanation of Things, wi 
mould make Men idle, or the Uſe of Reaſon unne 1 
ceſſary. But God hath ſo contrived his Word, 
as that it may employ our Reaſon in the Search d of 1 
uſeful Knowledge, and the Contemplation of Diving 1 
Truths. He hath laid before us great Concluſi 
ons, to excite our Enquiries after the Methods, 
which they were brought to pats; But as to the Di 
vine Nature, that muſt be alio ved to be 
. ang above our 3 And * thou'dwy 


1 


more than in other Imployments, which are much 
leſs valuable, and the Picaſure of Succeſs is much 
reater, if Men confider icriouſly and judge reaſona- » 
ly of the Value of Things. Men may attain more 
or leſs Knowledge according to their Opportunities; 


"oO 


Truth, a ? arg in finding it, and that is increaſed 
by it's 'Di culty. The Obſcurity of an Argument 4 


than recompence all the Pains. © 'F 
THERE 1s a great Pleaſure in right Reaſoning, "7 
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which is {till the greater, as the Conſequence is va- 


Wings of Thought from one End of the World to 4 
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e ſuch as are in their own Nature incomprey 
ble. For divine Providence never intended to 


1 R EG ION, Ge, 161 
expect to comprehend the immenſity of the Rock of 
Ages, when we cannot perfectly underſtand the Tex- 
ture of the Chaff Which the Wind bloweth away? 

I x is no Objection againſt the holy Scriptures, as 
licencious Men pretend, that there are Obſcurities 
in them, becauſe they are of excellent Uſe, vig. to 
employ our Reaſon, and oblige us to ſtudy thoſe ſa- 
cred Writings. But 3 Scriptures in ge- 
neral being confirmed by ſtrong Evidences, which 
may command our Reaſon to believe them, particu- 
lar Obſcure Paſſages ſhould not overthrow our Faith; 
ſeeing they are few in Compariſon, and St. Paul con- 
Mets his Ignorance, Now I know' in Pant. This 1Cor. xit. 
great Apoſtle was honoured with Abundance of Re- 12. 
velations, inſomuch that an AMiction was ſent unto 
him, left he ſhould be exalted: above Mcaſure. A 
wonderful Thing! That he ſhould be in Danger thro” 
many Revelations, and thoſe who have none at all, 
ſhou'd preſume to be wiſe above that which is re- 
Bor the principal Thing, next to Faith, is a good 
Life, This is the chief End of the Commandments, 
and of all Ordinances. And there is enough in holy 
Scripture, eaſy to be underſtood. The main part of 
Duty, both in Faith and Practice, is plain enough to 
common Underſtandings. The greateſt Difficulty is 

in our own Averſion, and how to perſuade ourſelves 
edo Practiſe the moſt plain and eaſy Precepts. For 
cis Purpoſe we muſt hear the Word, and labour 
e carneſtly by our beſt reaſoning to convince and per- 
ſuade our Minds of the Truth, and engage them in 
a Reſolution to obey it. Of this the common Peo- 
= 15 are capable, ſeeing they have the Underftanding 


Men Me bra od Ye nal T1 = 
Tax common People by their Conſideration,” and 
= the Aſſiſtance of Preaching, will learn the Duties of 
== Morality, as ſoon as the learned; if they hear the 
Word with Meekneſs, and defire to be inſtructed. 
Many are able to teach * and yet teach not them- 


ſelves, 


8 
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The Vſe'of Human Reaſon 
ſelves, for want of Conſideration ànd fincere Reaſon- 
ing. It often happens that Learning, like a Trade, 
doth fix a Man in à particular Way, out: of which 


he little regards any Thing elſe, and then it is a Hin- 


drance to Religion, eſpecially if Knowledge puffeth 


him up. But all Sorts of Perſons, uſing impartial 
Conſideration, may learn to know and do what will 
be acceptable, and lead them to eternal Salvation, by 


the Help of God's Grace, whoſe Charity never fail- 


eth. And they that know thy Name will put their Truſt 


in thee; for thou, Lord, haſt not forſaken them that ſcet 
1 ( moot en 
WIEN Eliſba cured Naaman of his Leproſy, the 
Syrian owned the God of Iſrael, but would conform 
to the Religion of his Country, for his worldly Ad- 


vantage; and it is to be doubted many imitate this 


Syrian, and would compound with the Almighty. 
Some pretend to grant Indulgences, and ſome indul 

themſelves, ſaying, I believe in God, I will attend 
the Church, pray and hear Sermons, but if I neglect 


the Holy Sacrament, if I ſwear profanely, drink to 
Exceſs, defraud, abuſe or ſmite my Neighbour, In 
this Thing the Lord pardon thy Servant. And we often 
hear this Saying, immediately after an Offence, ' G * 


forgive me, that is, Men reſolve to commit a Fault, 
or will not take Care to avoid it, and make a vain 
Petition a Licence to Sin. . THO Ot 

Bur the Prophet ſeems to give an Allowance to 
Naaman, and Men are ready to lay hold on any Ex- 


cuſe to Countenance Liberty; when Naaman ſpoke 
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his Intention, the Prophet anſwers, Go in Peace. But 


this Anſwer only ſhews the Uſe of Human Reaſon, and 


the Neceſſity of ſerious Conſideration; Naaman had reſol- # | ; 
ved to do th Thing; if he had asked the Prophets 


Advice, he had received a poſitive Anſwer, and to 


o 


cence to do as he 


9 


5 l to 


be ſure would haye been forbid: to bow to Rimmon. 
However, the Prophet gives not a Conſent nor Li- 
2 , but ſpeaks to this Effect; 
You. may depart hence peaceably; if you will go in- 


I RELIGION, Ge. 


do your own Country, it is not our Province to take 
7 


Notice how you manage there. He is not leſt at 
Liberty, but mult determine himſelf by his ownRea- 
ZZ ſon. He had ſeen the Work of God, he might have 
ZZ ſeen his Law; there is no Toleration for Idolatry, but 
= God judgeth the Heathen for their Iniquities. Fe. 
ZZ Ix ſhort, the State of this Life is a Puniſhment 
for Sin, and a Time of Probation, how Men will 
uſe and improve their natural Gifts, in order to a bet- 
ter State, how they will behave themſelves towards 
God, and take Care of their immortal Souls. We have 
the Grace of God to aſſiſt us, but that is diſpenſed 
tous as we behave ourſelves like rational Men, not as 
I meriting the Favour; but God is pleaſed to be gra- 
cCious to Men enquiring after him, endeavouring to 
ſerve him and offering up their Prayers for his Aſſiſtance. 
4 THe principal Tryal is of Man's Reaſon, how it 
will exert it ſelf and govern the whole Man, how it 
will labour to convince and perſuade him to believe 
in God, and conſider the Conſequence of that Faith, 
to truſt in his Providence and k 
ments. All depends upon the Uſe of Reaſon, to 
build up a 88 Man, and keep him in good Or- 
der; it depends upon his doing his proper Work, 


x 4 whether he ſhall receive the Grace of God to aſſiſt 


him, becauſe God is unfavourable to Idleneſs, and 
PT provoked againſt the Slothful, but always is gracious 
to help our Infirmities, upon this reaſonable Con- 


dition, that we uſe our own Endcavours ſincerely, 


A : that is, with a real Intention to ſerve him, and hum- 
ply pray to him for a Supply of our Wants. 


B y this Means we ſhall be apt to learn, and God 


163 


eep his Command- 


1 will teach us his Statutes. He will ſet our Hearts Ezek. 
at Liberty, and by his Aſſiſtance we ſhall make to *\'% 37: 


3 ourſelves a new Heart and a new Spirit, and Delight 
in his Commandments; for ſo we are commanded, 
altho' we are not able of ourſelves. Caſt away all your 
Tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſgretied, and 


make you a new Heart and a new Spirit, for why 


L. 133 | will 


164 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
1 will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? A new Heart alfo 
will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within 
you, and I will take away the ſtony Heart out of 
your Fleſh, and I will give you an Heart of Fleſh. 8 
But this latter Verſe is more eſpecially ſpoken of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, which we ſhall treat of in te 
following Diſcourſe. - .. 1 
Now this is thought by Unbelievers, to be a 
long, intricate and needleſs Work, there are ſo ma. 
ny Types, and dark Prophecies, and ſo much difh- | 
culty about the Meſſias, which might have been a= -C 
voided, and Religion made more Eaſy. Chriſt's | * 
Yoke indeed is eaty, tho? it is a Yoke of ſome Lacs. 
bour, and his Burden is light, in Compariſon of what | 
Man hath deſerved. * « Herein the Wiſdom and Mer- | 
c cy of God did wonderfully diſplay themſelves, that 
©« when he promiſed the World a Redeemer, he uſed | 
% ſuch Means and Methods, that human kind, in the | 
© midſt of all it's miſerable Blindneſs and Corruptions, 
ſhould become capable both of ſeeing and receiving 
ſo great a Bleſſing, by accommodating his Manife- |” 
& ſtations to the Lowneſs of Mankind. All which! 
eminently appear in his Revelations, more eſpeci- | | 
& ally of his blefſed Son, which were manifeſted by | 
many Steps and Degrees, and at ſeveral Periods of 
„Time, as the World became fit and prepared to 
7171 27 En ES Ct BELTED 
Bur what needs all this? Could not God have 
ſooner prepared Men's Hearts, and bring about his 
Deſigns, by eaſier and ſhorter Methods? It would 
have been a great Mercy to make ſhorter Work of 
it; God might have given Men Knowledge, and 
forgiven their Offences at once. He might preſent- 
ly have healed Man's lapſed Nature, and ſubdued 
the Devil, and prevented his miſchievous Devices. 
It doth not become Man to diſpute with God, 8 
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ask why he doth ſuch and ſuch Things. Who art Rom. ix: 
thou, O Man, that replies againſt God? Shall the **: 


Thing formed, fay to him that formed it, why haſt 
thou made me thus? Yet all theſe and all other Ob- 
jections are anſwered by the Wiſdom and Holineſs of 
God, obliging him to act by proper and reaſonable 
Methods, to permit free Agents to act freely, to find 


Exerciſe for Man, and fit Work for his Reaſon, in 


the Study of Knowledge; to ſubdue his abominable 
Pride, and teach him Humility, a Vertue moſt ne- 
ceſſary for Sinners; and to make him ſenſible of the 


on. | 
 Cons1DERING the Offence of Man againft the 


Almighty, it had been a Mercy to fave him upon 


any Terms. It is a wonderful Work, to reconcile 


the great God to ſinful Man, and to bring the Sin- 


ner to be agrecable to his God. It is not to be done 
in a forcible Manner, but by reaſonable and equitable 
Means, as becometh the Wiſdom of God, and ſuch 
as may be for his _ It was neceſſary to mix 
good Things with Difficulties, that Man might be 


ſon; and the goo 
ſon of God's Method of dealing with him. It muſt 
2 him ſome Labour, to gain an Eternal King- 
om. % nnſe . 
Fo the ſame Reaſon God afflicts Mankind, to 
teach him to ſeek a better State, to make him ſenſi- 
ble of the Evil of Sin, how hateful it is to God, and 
dangerous to the Soul. When Men have neglected 


their Reaſon and ſpent much Time without ſerious 
Thought, Adverſity teacheth them to conſider what 


may be hereafter, and to fear a future Account. By 


other Men's Sufferings, we are warned to repent 


ſooner, and get an Abatement of our own. God 


great Evil of Sin, and the vaſt worth of his Salvati- 


practiſed in Vertue, and ſhew his Carefulneſs to Ho- 
nour his Maker. God's Way of dealing with Men 
ſhews, that he requires a pious Uſe of Man's Rea- 
1 4 Exerciſe of Man ſhews the Rea- 


would not have permitted Evil, nor placed Man in 
* — 
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a State, that is obnoxious to ſuch grievous Pains, if 

Job xxxiii. there was not a Reaſon for it. Lo, all theſe Things 

17. worketh God with Man, to withdraw him from his 

Purpoſe, to hide Pride from him, and to bring back 

his Soul from the Pit, to be enlighten'd with the 

Lam. fü. Light of the Living. But the Lord is good unto them 

„ tha wait for him, to the Soul that ſeeketh him. For 

Pcov. v. the Ways of Man are before the Eyes of the Lord, and 

21. he pondereth all his Goings. The Eyes of the Lord are 
Cad every Place, bebolding the Evil and the Good. 
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we New Teſtament 


8 W E have obſerved: the neceſſary Uſe of Human 
XZ YV . Reason which is the ſame Thing as to lay, 
Men ſhould be Men. It is uſual fo to ſpeak, upon 
Account of Strength and Courage, whereby many 
ZE Perſons ſhew themſelves Men and advance themſelves 
in this World. Bur it ſhould rather be applied to the 


of Eminence, who are Men of Reaſon, whereby they 
may be more than Men, that is, by the Favour of God 


1 6 advanced into Heaven, unto the bleſſed State of Angels. 


q i For Man is placed in a middle State, between an Angel, 
Wanda Brure, to be tryed which he will chooſe, and to be 


i 2 Uſe of Reaſon, and they ſhould be called Men by way 


rewarded accordingly with Heaven or Hell. Remem- Ila. xlvi. 


Err this, and ſbew yourſelves Men, bring it again to Mind, 5: 


Oe Tranſgrefirs. = 


Bur neglect of Reaſon is the Cauſe of making a 


vrong Choice, and preferring Brutiſhneſs before an 


; "H heavenly Diſpoſition, abominable Unworthineſs! It 


is not plainly declared in Scripture, but it is to be 


f XX obſerved by our own Reaſoning. There is ſomething Deut. iv. 
left to a Man's own Care and Study, the Jews are? 
ſometimes exhorted as rational Men, to conſider in 


their Hearts and get Wiſdom. But the great Ute of 
Conſideration, and the Danger of Neglect, are to 
be deducted from the Tenour of the Scripture, and 


the Manner of God's dealing with Men. Therefore 
Moes paſſionately wiſhes, O that they were wiſe, Deut. 
chat they underſtood: this, that they would confider**i 26. 
1 „ © - os their 
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their later End. As it is in the Ola, ſo alſo in the 
New Teſtament ; God deals with Men as rational Cre- 
tures, and propoſerh Thingsito their Reaſon. © But 
the Goſpel proceeds upon ſtronger” Motives to per- 
ſuade Men to Godlineſs, by\a clearer Revelation of 
a future State. F 
Deut. xix, THE Jews had only ſome obſcure Notices of it, 
825 beſides that noble Prophecy of Fob, I know my Re- 
deemer liveth, Cc. For Job being an extraordinary 
Example of Vertue, God was pleaſed to Comfort 
him in his Affliction with an extraordinary Revela- 
tion of Chriſt and the Reſurrection, which however 
at that Time might not be clearly underſtood. The 
Jews Religion only promifed temporal Benefits, as 
Rewards of Obedience; it was their Buſineſs to en- 
quire by their own Reafon, and find out the SouPs 
Immortality, from their Knowledge of Angels, and 
from the Goodneſs of God, which would not make 
a Creature periſhable, that is capable to ſerve him, 
and would preſerve his Children and dutiful Servants. | 
Bur Life and averages Ghar to light | 
thro? the Goſpel, and the Gofpel is eſtabliſned upon 
thoſe better Promiſes ; the moſt perfect Revelation 
was referved for the Meſſias, yet that was not to be 
ſo plain and clear, as to need no Enquiries. The Goſ- 
pel is ſo ordered, as to require our Conſideration, and 
the beſt Uſe of our Reaſon, to contend againſt Pre- 
judices and corrupt Inclinations, to engage our Be- 
lief againſt Difficulties, and to let us ſee the Conſe- 
gquences of that Belief, v/z. That we ſhould do what 
God hith commanded, as well as hope for that which 
he bath prömſm e TT 2, e 
 Nichodemus was a Man of an honeſt Heart, act 
e to receive the Truth. It is very remarka- 
le how Reaſon wrought in him, to bring him to 
Chriſt, He comes to Jeſus by Night. He thought it 
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proper to act cautiouſly, and was not willing to give 
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a publick Scandal to thoſe of his Order. He was 
dcfirous to be informed of Chriſt and his Doctrine, 
* ö N 


In RELIGIO N, Ga. 169 
vet was unwilling at firſt to appear openly, as ar 

7M omen Man would bc, who is both 8 Hou 8 

Z cautious. He would nor run blindfold, as the Crowd 

carried him, relying upon the Judgment of others; 

yet ſuſpecting ſomething extraordinary, he endeavours 

warily to know what it Was, before he would con- 

demn it, and his careful Enquiries grew up into a 
true Faith. 9 AS 64 ; 

X Gov ſhews in all the Goſpel, that he expects the 

XZ Vſe of Man's Reaſon, and delights inprudent Means 

and generally aſſiſts Men, as they act prudently. A Prov.xxii, 
prudent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and hideth himſelf, 3: 

but the Simple paſs on, and are puniſhed. Joſeph 
fled into Eg yt with the Holy Child Jeſus, to eſcape 


53 


from Herod, and is aſſiſted of God, as occaſion re- 


quired; he is warned in a Dream, becauſe he knew 
nothing of Herod's Deſign, whereas God might have 
deſtroyed Herod, or ſome way prevented his wicked 
Intention. But Man's free Agency muſt have room 
q to act, when Men are doing Wrong; and Means 
muſt be uſed according to Reaſon, in order to do 
right. God ſhews his Demand upon human Reaſon 
in all our Saviour's Actions, and in his fulfilling the 
Prophecie. * 
* « Our Saviour's obſcure Education not only 
& contributed towards his intended Sufferings, but 
c alſo ſerved to confound the Wiſdom of the haugh- 
« ty Scribes aud Phariſees, who. for their Contempt 
c“ of the late Revelations, and their other Crimes, 
“ were juſtly hardened and blinded in their Under- 
& ſtandings. ”” There is no Doubt, but it was well 
known among the Jews, that wiſe Men came from 
the Eaſt, by a miraculous Direction from Heaven, 
to worſhip God incarnate, and. that his Birth was 
celebrated by a Choir ot Angels; but they did not 
believe in him, becauſe they would not enquire our ; 
2 oe ˙· 1 


L Eachard's Eccl, Hiſtory, p. 57, 
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theſe great Events, nor conſider the Prophecies con- 

cerning him. 'Theretore they are permitted to blind 

deen Aer by their own Careleſſneſs, and to harden 

their own Hearts by worldly Inclinations. 

TEE natural as well as Prophetical Myſteries are 

many Times obſcurely delivered, to awaken and. ex- 

cite our Thoughts, to exerciſe and ſtrengthen our 

| Reaſonings, and to employ Mankind in innocent and 

uſeful Studies, they being too apt in their preſent 

State, to take up evil Practices for want of good Em- 

ployment. And we ſhall find upon good Enquiry, 

that all the Infidelity and Wickedneſs of the Jews 

procceded from their Careleſſneſs, and Neglect of 

Conſideration, by which they would have better un- 

derſtood the Scriptures. As they erred in one Point, 

ſo it was in all the reſt, from a willful Ignorance; 

they did not ſtudy to inform themſelves, and as our 

Mat. xxii, Saviour tells them, they erred, not knowing the Scrip- 
2. „ . VT. 5 | . | 

Om” u. HERE our Lord ſhews the Neceſſity of Reaſon- 

* ing, that Men may rightly Underſtand the Scrip- 

tures; and it is very remarkable, that he himſelf ar- 

gues out of the old Teſtament, to prove the Reſur- 

rection of the Dead, altho' he could have proved it 

by a Miracle. Ye do err, faith he, not knowing 

the Scriptures, altho' it is not there plainl lic 

that the Dead ſhall riſe again: But God ſpeaks up- 

Exod. iii. on another Occaſion, 7am the God of Abraham; and 

32. yet theſe Words prove the Souls Exiſtence at pre- 

| ſent, and the Body hereafter to be raiſed, to com- 

| pleat the whole Man, becauſe God is not a God of 

the Dead; the Dead cannot praiſe him, it would be 

a Diſhonour to him, by them to be diſtinguiſhed, 

the God of the Dead; No, he is the God of the Liv- 

ie, not of the Dead; eh 0: 125 32 

Tris was an Argument to the Jews, at that 

Time and ever fince, of the Reſurrection; but for 

want of Conſideration, many did not make the Con- 

cluſion: Only the Good and Serious, the PER 
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and other religious Men, reaſoned upon God's Word, 

and as they had a pious deſire of religious Know- 

ledge, they were aſſiſted by him to attain it, and 
acquired a comfortable Hope of a future State, as 

we may obſerve in the ſeveral Authors of the Pſalms, 
who ſtudied the Scriptures, and acknowledged the 
Divine Aſſiſtance. Aſaph is thought to be the Au- 
thor of the 73 Pſalm, in which he Meditates upon pf. hyxiii. 
VDivine Providence; he confeſſeth his Ignorance, be- 16, 17, 22, 
cauſe he underſtood not, why wicked Men proſper- 24» 27. 

ed, and good Men ſuffered in this World: When I 
thought to know this, it was too painful for me, 

until I went into the Sanctuary of God, that is, 
conſulted with his Word, fo fooliſh was I and ig- 
norant; I was as a Beaſt before thee, nevertheleſs I 

am continually with thee, thou haſt holden me b 

my right Hand. Thou ſhalt guide me with thy Coun- 

% and afterward receive me to Glory: But they that 

are far from thee ſhall periſh. N 


, 7 f 


x Bur the generality of the Jews oftentimes fell in- 
to great Errours, and falſe Prophets indulged them, 
they even choſe Ignorance, and hardened themſelves 
in it: The Prophets prophecy falſly, and my People Jer. 5. 31. 
love to have it fo, and what will ye do in the End 
thereof? The Jews in our Saviour's Time ſtill in- 
creaſed their Ignorance, and nouriſhed it by an im- 
moderate Love of this World, which prevented their 
Conſideration. The love of this World captivates 
RNeaſon, and keeps it in a kind of Bondage; ſo that 
it doth not act freely, but is biaſſed towards world- 
iy Advantages. The love of this World perverts 
Ihe Judgment, expells religious Thoughts, and ad- 
mits a contempt of Godlinefs : A worldly Spirit is an 2 Tim. iv. 
3 Row to Religzon, as the carnal Mind i | enmity againſt em 
Tux Jews having in a Manner loſt their Reaſon, A 

and not examining "the Prophecies, but careleſly rea- 
ding them, fixed upon a conceit of temporal Domi- 
mon: They raſhly ſuppoſed, that the Meſſias bein, 

; 1 terme 
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| termed a mighty Prince, would make them Con- 
querors and Lords of the World. But when he 
came in a State, fitter for his Purpoſe in this, to 
advance Men in another World, they were prejudi- 
ced againſt his Doctrine, becauſe it agreed not with 
their worldly Spirit: And it is the ſame Cauſe, that 
ſtills ruins both Reaſon and Religion together, viz. 
The Love of this World which overwhelms Rea- 
ſon, with Senſuality, and drowns it in Stupidity, |: 
and Religion it's Companion ſinks with it. 
Fon it is the ſame Cauſe that deſtroys the Faith | 
of Chriſtians, but in another way: As the Jews a- 
buſed the Power of God, fo Chriſtians abuſe his 
. 45 having firſt abuſed their own Reaſon, in whom 
Cor. iy, the God of this World hath blinded the Eyes of 
. thoſe that believe not, left the Light of the glorious 
| Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ! 
ſhine unto them. This World takes up their 
Thoughts, their Eyes are wholly turned upon it, 
and they cannot ſee the Truth; they will not con- 
ſider thoſe Reaſons, which convince Men well dif- ' 
TY ps concerning a true Faith, that it more ſtrong- 
Nom. iii, Iy eſtabliſneth the moral Law. They conſider not, 
31. that Obedience is the Proof of Faith, and tho' Faith | 
is the chief Inſtrument, Obedience is together with | 
% it the Condition of Salvation, and Faith includes O- 
„ bedience; For he that believeth in Chriſt, will be- | 
; | lieve his Words, as he is a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
Mat. vii. neſs; and what he faith of the Unrighteous, 1 5 | 
26. one that heareth thoſe Sayings of mine, and dot 
them not, ſhall be likened to a fooliſh Man, that 
built his Houſe upon the Sand. But he that hear- | 
eth and doth Chriſt's Sa ings, is like unto a wile 
Man, which built his Houſe upon a Rock: He, 
that Acts in Religion, as wiſe Men do in all Affairs, 
that is, with good Conſideration, builds his Hope up- 
on Jeſus Chrilt, yet not without obeying his Pre- 
ü r ²˙ ü ̃ĩ˙ on en os 
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| keep bis Commandments, and do thoſe Things that a 
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Human Reaſon produceth an eminent Operati- 

tion called Conſcience y for Conſcience is nothing 
elſe but an Act of Reaſon, whereby we know, re- 
flect upon, and conſider our own Actions. Accor- 
ding to the Uſe of Reaſon, ſuch will be the Con- 
ſcience, cauſing a ſound or a wounded Spirit; or by 
a great Neglect of Reaſon, Conſcience becomes 


ſeared and infenſible. Reaſon fits in Judgment, and 


condemns or acquits a Man, as he knows he hath 


done well or ill.“ A Man hath a bad Conſcience, | 


when his Reaſon tells him, he hath committed great 
Offences, and is condemned by the Law of God: 
A Man hath a good Conſcience, when his Reaſon 
tells him, tho' he is not HO, a= he is ſuch as 
God will accept of, according to the Gofpel-Cove- 
nant, and that in the Senſe of the Goſpel, he hath Ag; ak 

4 Conſcience void of Offence towards God and Man. 16. 

 ConSIDERA TION cauſeth a working of Con- 


| ſcience and a Trouble of Mind upon the Commiſſi- 
on of Sin. If our Conſcience make us afraid, much 
more ſhould we ſtand in awe of God; becauſe God 


is greater than our Conſcience, and knows much 

more of us, than we do of our ſelves. - Conſcience 

is only an inferiour Judge, and under God keeps a 

Court within a Man's own Breaſt; for if our Heart : John iii. 
condemn us, God is greater than our Heart, and 0. 
knoweth all Things: But if after a thorow Search 


with Sincerity, our Conſcience does not condemn 


us, but acquits us as upright, and not willing to al- 
low our ſelves in any ill Temper or Practice, then 


there is nothing to hinder, but we may entertam a 


good Hope of Divine Fayour ; Beloved, if our Heart john iii 
condemn us not, then have wwe Confidence towards God, 21, 22. 
and whatſoever we ask, we receive of him; becauſe we 


re 
Pleaſing in his S.is. Pon 


Magna vis eſt Conſcientiæ, magna in utramq; partem, ut 
neque timeant, qui nihil commiſerint, et pænas ſemper ante 
oculos yerſari putent, qui peccaverint. Cic, pro Milone. 
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Mat. vii. 


2. 
Mark iv. 


24. 


Gifts: 


The Dſe of Human Reaſon 
For God deals with Men according to their 
Care or Neglect of Religion, and in thisas well as in 


another Senſe, it is ſaid, With what Meaſure you 


mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again; that is, as 
we deal with God, ſo will he deal with us: If we 
allow the Word of God bur a light hearing, we 
ſhall reap a flight Profit. As we ſhew our Careful- 
neſs in the good Ule of our Faculties, ſo God will 
ſhewy N 4s to us in his Providence and Spiritual 


ledge of Divine Truths. Therefore rale bred what 
you hear, with what Meaſure you mete, it ſball be mea- 
ſured to you, and unto you that hear, ſhall more be 
given. For he that hath, to him ſhall be given; and he 
that hath not, from him ſhall be taken away, even that 
which be bath. 

Soy is indeed long ſuffering, and FOTO not let 
his whole Diſpleaſure ariſe, *rill he hath endured 
many Provocations. As he does not make perfect 
on a ſudden, fo he doth not withdraw his Grace all 


at once, but acts in both by Degrees, as Men uſe | 


or neglect their proper Work, and the natural Means 
of Holineſs: He giveth Increaſe gradually, as Men 
apply their natural Powers to improve themſelves, 


and they may attain to a confirmed State of Grace. 


Heb. vi. 


He giveth Sinners Time to conſider, and as they 
Neglect their Duty, they are leſs favour'd, and may 


fall into a State of Perdition: For it is impoſſ ble for 


thoſe who were once enlightned, and have taſted of the 
heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word of God, and the 


Powers of the World to come, if they ſpould fail away, 
10 renew them again unto Repentance. 5 
Coxs ci EN CE would not let Men fall into this 


deſperate State, if Reaſon was careful to direct it by 


the Word of Truth: But many Chriſtians deceive 
themſelves, and that which was intended for Salva- 
on, they turn to their on Deſtruction, viz. The 


Mercy 


nto you that hear, ſo as to attend, conſi- 1 
der and underſtand, God will give further Know 1 


= Mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, and his Grace offer- 
cd to Chriftians. It is for want of Conſideration, 
that they take up a wrong Notion of theſe Benefits, 
and by relying upon them unwarrantably, loſe the 
Opportunity of Repentance; ſome take no Care, 
and Sin ſecurely, as it Grace and Mercy ſhould do 
all for them, and fave them without their Trouble; 
and ſome will wickedly ſay, Iwill repent when God 
gives me Grace; and never will they receive Grace, 
except they ſeek it earneſtly, uſing their own Rea- 
ſon in the Way of Godlineſs. For the Caſe is ſtill 
the ſame in the New Teſtament, as it was in the 
Old, in Reſpect of Man's Endeavours : The Work 
is not made leſs, but we are enabled to do better by 
the ſame Labour, and to know more by the fame Ule 
.of -ouriReaſon, I „„ 
HowWE VER, Men eaſily ſatisfy themſelves with 
Excuſes, and will not ſee the Neceſſity of doing the 
Mord, becauſe they do not rightly conſider it, and 
will not endeavour to convince themſelves: They 
will believe a Thing reaſonable, and yet account it 
indifferent whether they practiſe it or not, unleſs 
they conſider the Reaſons which enforce the Practice 
of it. How comes it to paſs that Chriſtians believe 
our Saviour's Works, yet do not believe his Do- 
| ctrine, and wou'd go to Heaven, but not walk in 
the Way that he hath preſcribed for them? It is 
becauſe. they hear of his Mercy, and conſider not 
his Deſign of making a pious, as well as a happy 
People, a People zealous of good Works, as well! 
as deſirous of Glory. He gave himſelf for us, that be 1 Tit. ii. 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto him- .. 
ſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works. © 
_ Cnxri1srT came indeed to fave Sinners, but he 
came alſo to call Sinners to Repentance, and to 
make them fit for Heaven, as well as to bring them 
| | thither, When Chrift earneſtly exhorts and com- 
mands us to Repent, ſhall we think him not in ear- 
; neſt? It was his principal Buſineſs, next to eſta- 
OW .. bliſhing 


T „ KEY 9 
— Ca... 3" 3 n ee e +04 1» Wis 72 
r Fe ena 1 * ya . 5 N 


| Rom. xi es fake heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee.. Bahold 


176 The Dſe of Human Reaſon 


bliſhing the Faith, to advance Holineſs of Life; 
and ſhall we make his Word of none effect? It is N 
wonderful, that Men profeſſing Chriſtianity, are 4 
Heb. xii, told 1n Holy ra, ers that without Holineſs no | 
14, Man ſhall ſee the Lord, and yet they generally at | 
the reverſe: It is becaulc they have not well conſi- 
dered, and do not rightly believe the Command- 
ments, nor think upon the Conditions which quali- 3 
fy them for receiving the Benefit of Chriſt 7 | 1 
| ings, and for Admiſſion into the Preſence of God: 
John iii, Tor every one that hath this Hope purifieth ar even | 
3. as he is pure. 

Tram Chriſtians ſo often commanded, ſo wal | 
inſtructed, ſhould ſo often tranſgreſs and live diſor- | F 
derly, is anaccountable ; z if this were not the Cauſe, 
viz. a careleſs Neglect of Conſideration. - To ima- | 
gine a Permiſſion of Sin and Pardon upon their own | 
"Shows is unreaſonable W, or 28 a | 

at all; it is ing in eateſt Danger, an 
a Sante rag 4 Fool's Paradiſe: "Bar: is a- 
wake us, we have the Terrours of the Lord ſound- 
ing in our Ears, and a terrible Example of the Jews | 
Rom. is, before our Eyes: They were the e Children of the | 
Promiſe, and we aliens from the common. Wealth | 
of Iſrael, but if God ſpared not the natural Branch- | 


21, 22, Pherefors the Goodnefs and Severity of Gad; on ow 
which fell, Severity; but towards thee, ' Goodneſs, 
thou continue in bis Goodneſs 5 e tho. alſo fo 
be cut off. 
THERE. is e to be ſaid in the Behalf of 
- the Jews, but no Colour of Reaſon for Chriſtians, 
that they ſhould be weak in Faith, ' or deficient in 
Practice. Their Law was eftabliſhed © by Divine 
Authority, and it was not eaſily to be ſet aſide: 
The Meſſias was to be their King, and a mighty 
Prince, who ſhould ſubdue his Enemies, and have 
8 Dominion over all Nations: This is all very true. 
Col. ii. But the ceremonial Law vas only a ſhadow of go od 
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. - Things to come, hich having anſwer'd it's End was 
to ceaſe, for the Body is of Chriſt, and he is the End 
of the Law to every one that believeth, that is the Rom. x. 
Perfection thereof, for the Benefit of his good Sub- 4. 
Je&s, in whoſe Hearts he ruleth even in this World; 
dur his Kingdom is not of this World, it is an eter- 
nal Kingdom; and his Enemies are the Devil and his 


wicked Angels, who oppoſe the Kingdom of Righ- 
pp — e ee es 
Ir is alſo very true, that the great Deſigns of the 
Goſpel were ex refed in Types and Figures, after the 
eee Nee and thoſe e bold ag 
= <clcpant, Havens other Writings in Compariſons taken 
from Worldly Grandeur; ſo that when Chriſt came 
td ſpeak of ſpiritual Things, and againſt the Pride of 
„ this World, inconfiderate Men would be offended; 
When he ſaid his Kingdom was not of this World, 
aud inſtead of deſtroying the Roman Empire, pro- 
4 phecy'd. che Deſtrackion of Jerſalem, this would 
be very dilagreeable to Jews, and they would hard- 
1 ly be perfuaded to believe in a ſuffering Maſias. But 
s ell that they were not excuſed, becauſe they did 
not e conſider, and impartially examine into 
b Affair of lo. n 
4 
7 
{4 
f 
1 
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an Affair of ſo great Importance, but raſhly purſued 
their, worldly Inclinations, and hardened their Minds 
a gainſt all reaſonable Methods of Perſuaſion, treating 
the heavenly Dofrine with Baues. 
THE Jews were guilty of great Wickedneſs, firſt 
in the Careleſs Neglect of the Duty of Reaſon, and 
then in it's evil Conſequences, Prejudice, Infidelity, 
Lamoralitiy, they did not conſider the Miracles and 
divine Authority: of Jeſus Chriſt, which were ſuffici- 
ent to remove all Poubts, in whatſoeyer they could 
not clearly underſtand, and to challenge a Dependence 
945 him. They did not enquire into the Purpoſe 
of Goc, co ſave the Spuls of Men from the dreadful 
ffects of Sin; but deſpiſed the Riches of his Grace. 
They ſhould have conſidered that Chriſt's Kingdom 
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The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
perfect Righteouſneſs, and being ſo good, of eternal 
Duration, which this World is not capable of. Thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the Scepter 
of thy Kingdom is a right Scepter, and this is the 
ſame Perſon, whom the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of as a Man, 


and a mighty King, but fairer than the Children of Men. 


Tas y ſhould have conſidered, how Chriſt, was 
to be a Bleſſing to all Nations, and how that would 


conſiſt with worldly Conqueſt, which would rather 


be a Curſe to all other Nations. The Kingdom of 


\ Chriſt, ſo far as it was to be in this World, was the 


Reverie of worldly Deſigns, a Bleſſing to the Souls 


of Men, promoted by Reaſoning out of the Scriptu- 
res, advanced by the Sufferings of Good Men, and 
aſſiſted by a divine Power, to gain an Empire over 


| Reaſon, and oblige human Reaſon to ſubdue the wic- 


ked Paſſions of Men, and to reduce Man to a regu- ; 
lar and vertuous courſe of Life, for the Honour” of 
his Creator, and the eternal Benefit of immortal Souls. 

CHRIsT was a Bleſſing to all Nations, more, el: 


_ peciilly by his own Death, offering a p rect Sacri- 


fice to the infinite Holineſs of God, to obtain Meer- 


cy for Sinners, and to make up all the Defęe Nor 


Luke iv. 
IS. 


our imperfect State, and yet Man muſt by all rea- 
ſonable Means attain to a good Degree of Holineſs. 

For theſe glorious Ends he humbleth himſelf to be a 
Preacher, to perſuade human Reaſon to do it's Of- 
fice, without which, nothing could be done on Man's 


| Behalf. But many of the Jews rejected him, becauſe 


they did not view him with the Hye of . 4 con /i derate 
Mind, and tho' he was inclined to ſhew great Blew : 
cy and Kindneſs to 17ael, yet he rejected his peculiar 


' People, becauſe they would not be reaſonable Men: 


Luk. x x. 
41, 42. 


they are hid from thine Eyes.” Becauſe they perverſely 


he ſhewed great Compaſſion towards them, at the 

ſame Time that he foretold Judgments coming down 
upon them. He heheld the City and wept dver it, 
ſaying, if thou badft known, even thou, at leaſt in "this 
thy Day, the Things that belong unto thy Peace, but now 


Op 


oppoſed the Truth; and would: 0 allow themſelves 
to reaſon about it. 

TRE A did not knw, ta they did not uſe 
their Reaſon, by which they might learn Knowledge, 
and they are denied the Grace of God, without which 
they 5 not learn to Chriſtian - Perfection: And 
thoſe Things are hid from their Eyes, not by any 
actual Cauſe from God, but for want of that divine 
Grace, which they forteited by ſo great Unworthi- 
_ Their Caſe was deſperate, the Day of Grace 

vaſt, they had ſhut their owns Eyes, and God 
will. et chem remain in Blindneſs. He waits to be 
gracious; but his Grace will not alway ſtrive with 
Man, | becauſe he is but, Fleſh, not fit to be fo much 
TOY on by the great God of Heaven, and mutt 
not en to e ies own Tum with the ee 
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** ö j 
To this Effect it is lla; He hath blinded their Jo.xii, 40. 


Eyes, and hardened their Heart, that they ſhould 
not ſee with their Eyes, nor (underſtand with their 
Heart and be converted and I ſhould heal them: This 
is the judicial act of God, rejecting: and giving Men 
over to a reprobate Mind, conſequent to 3 ſinful 
Act, their 11 

dull of Hearing ba cloſed their Eyes, leaſt at 15. 
any Time they iy err 


Heart, and ſhou'd be converted, and I ſhou}d heal 
them. And this is the fatal Conſequence of neglect- 
ing; or not uſing the Light of Reaſon; which. God, 


eart being mu Groſs and their Ears Mat. xiii Da 


with cheir Eyes, a hear: Ad. r 
with their "he and ſhou'd- underſtand with their 26, 27. 
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hath given to every Man, #0 enquire after him, and Plat. an. 
roles is own Happineſs . Haring they ſhall bear” X 


and ſhall not — and Jetings toe Pall ſer, and 


420 9 dal er _ 


foal not perceive.  _ } 4 
Fox Chriſt hach given ane dengel Eyidens 

that cow'd be given in a reaſonable. Way, 3 
ficient to convince reaſonable Perſens. Bar che ews . 
reſiſtin ;chis Evidence, | 


abuſed their Reaſon, peryerſel 


AF; fo ovoked' 30d by their Obffinagy; 
— © 
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Jo. v. 39. 


Mat. xi. 
28. 


of the Mind reſembles the Eye of the Body, and is 
as tender a Part; ad much to be taken Care of, that 
it receive no- Prejudice, nor is blinded: with Cove- 
i, touſneſs or any worldly Luſt: If thine Eye be ſingle 
23. thy whole Body ſhall be full of Lights but if thine 


neſs, how great is chat 
not be cleared up, an uncurable Blindneſs, that wilt 


The Uſs/of) Human Reaſon 
that he would no longer 0 them. The Sentence. 
is paſs'd, and they are without Remedy, when poſ-. 
ſibly they might with >the Aſſiſtance of Grace, be 


convinced by ſuch ſtrong Evidence. But by a juſt 
Jo. vi. 44. J 


udgment, Grace is denied, Jeaft they Joowld r 
ed, and Chrift ſbould' hin! m Vo 
Now Unbelievers or bad Chriſtians are eee 


able, becauſe they are free from thoſe Prejudices, in- 


to Which the Jews were led by their Religion. They 
ſhould have overcome thoſe Prejudices by Conſide- 


ration. Search rhe Scriptures, for in them ye think 


ye have eternal Life; but the Chriſtian can more 
caſily learn by the Uſe of his Reaſon, in ſearching 
the Scriptures, and his Endeavours to obey. them, 

and by hir Direction come unto Chriſt, © with all the Faith 


ho can acquire, by his ou Reaſoning 


THEeRE muſt be a divine Influence, worki 


with/ a conſiderate Mind, and without the Work of 
our own» Mind, we ſhall not receive that Infl 


uence, 
but ſhall be ſuffered to continue under the Power of 
corrupt! Nature; and in ſpiritual Blindnefs. The Eye 


Eye be Evil, thy Whole Body ſhall be füll of Dark - 
neſs. If therefore the. Light that is in thee be Parit- 
arkneſs;?- It is fuch as can- 


not receive the Fine Illumination, as natural Blind. 


neſs doth not receive the Sun's Light. It hathanas 
 tural:Deficiency, and God wit aws _ it the 
Light « of his Countenance. STEEN 


rer Eyes than to behold its Iniquity. "The 8 18, 


Wix the Mind of Man is not oremed by 
Reaſon, it is an odicus Sight to God, who is of 


as it were blind, and falls into the utmoſt Diſorder. 


SE „ 


Corrupt Nature kis the Amex, and e 
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4. 


the Mind, vitious Inclinations increaſe, and Reaſon 

irſelf s corrupted by them. The Will makes a wrong 

Judgment, and when Reaſon ſeeth what is right, the 

Will often determines another Way, as it Is moy- 

ed. by . worldly Intereſt. The Mind a le præ- enga- 
e 


ed by any Vice, is prejudiced againſt ligion 1 
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4.  Henee are perverſe Diſputings of Men of 1 Tim. vi, 


| t' Gain is Godlineſs. 
M x of ſuch corrupt Minds will believe nothing 


t Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, uppos 5. 


N. 4 their 8 but only ſee thro” that cor- 
rupt Medium; they will even Study to defend their 


Vices, and are confitm'd by the leaſt Colour of Rea- 
ſon, but cannot fee: the Truth in the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
guments. This is a complicated Offence and Pro- 
3 vocation, that inſtead of honouring God, Men are 


induſtrious againſt him, and his profeſſed Enemies. 
| 2 Behaviour Cauſes him not 8 to withdraw 


ipht, but even to end ſtrong Deluſions, that 
ould believe a Lye; He permits evil Spirits 
to ka Tr and perſuade tf em, and ſo orders his Pro- 
vidences, that they ſhall be offended at Religion, 
and take Encouragement. to purſue their vitious In- 
clinatign, and readily. embrace any Errours, which 


are agreeable to their . Minds. In this wretch- 
many of the Jews, and 
gives this Reaſon Why he ſpake - them in Parables ; 5 


ed State. our Saviour 


2Theſſ. ii. 
+ 


becauſe: they ſeeing, ſee not, and hearing they hear not, nei- Mar. ill. 


his almighty P Power, | 


CHRIST e his Godhead by. a divine 
; Power, which commanded all Nature, and changed ; 
its Courſe as he pleaſed, yet would not 4 the Courſe 


of an obſtinate Mind. He that gave Sight to the 
Blind, and cured Naturc's Defects would not heal 
thoſe, Who by willful- Neglect were blind in Un- 


that believeth not is condemned already, becauſe he 


then do hey e 5 ad, and ie de ae Ne by . 


derſtanding, and ohſtinately d in Unbelief; he Jo. ii. 18, 


19, 20. 


bath not believed in the Name of che only gen : 


M 3 


182 


' Jo. fil. 20. 


| Unyorthirieſs; when he reſiſts the cleareſt Evidence, 


Heb. iv. 
15. 


Mat. xy. 


3 


7 


OP 


valued, 
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Son of God; and this' is the Condemnation, that 
Light is come itito the World, and Men loved | Park- 
nels rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds were E- 
vil. For every one that doth Evil hateth the Light, nei- 
ther romerh 70 the Light, © he his Deeds M be e 
ed. | * 

C ARIS r's Power is even Lenke by Man's 


and will not employ his Reaſon to increaſe his Faith. 
When he was in his own Country among his own 
Kin, and in his own Houſe, he could there do no 
mighty Work, and he marvelled becauſe of their 
Unbelief. He could not, not from any Defect of 
Power; but the exerciſe of Divine Power is always 
regulated by Wiſdom, and in Conſiſtence with his 


Wiſdom, he could do no mighty Works there; be- 


cauſe he ſaw it was to no Purpole among  obſtinate 
Men, who would not conſider his Miracles, whoſe 
Reaſon was ſhut up by themſelves and their Hearts 
by a juſt Judgment of God. For Miracles are the 
Means of Faith, and they take Effect by our Confidera- 


tion. Many believed on him, when they ſaw the 


Miracles that he did. He wrought Miracles that 
Men might believe, and yet he could not, becatiſe 


| of Unbelief, that is, an obſtinate Infidelity. 


CR RIS beareth with Mens Failings for a Time; 3 
for we have not an High-Prieſt, which cannot be 


touched with the Feeling of our Infirmities; but he 


will not endure continued Neglect. He is Provalih 
upon by Reaſoning, from the Mouth of an Heathen, 
a Woman; he commends her great Faith; but con- 
demns the Abuſe-of Reaſon in his 'own Kindred. It 
is through that Abuſe he is treated with Contempt, 
according to the Proverb, A Prophet i is not without 
Honour, fave in his own Country; there he is leſs 
Deen he is Fanart, M beey wei R 


paſtes amongſt unreaſonable Men: | Chriſt would be 
more eſteemed, the more he was known to Men of 


15 Underſtanding, But wok Were Void of Reaſon, and 


there 


there he did not many mighty Works, becauſe of 
their Unbelief, it was in Vain to do more Miracles 
before them, upon whom they could have no Effect, 
it was doing Works not to Men, but to irrational 
Creatures, and as it were caſting Pearls before Swine. 

- CuR1sT commended the Centurion's Faith, a- 
bove any that he found in HMrael, becauſe he being a 
Gentile, had leſs Means of Inſtruction, and ſhewed 
the more Care to conſider Chriſt's Works. For God 
Values Men the more, the leſs they need to be wait- 
ed upon, and indulged with many Miracles; the Wo- 
man that waſhed his Feet with Tears, and anointed 
them with Ointment, ſhewed a great Reſpe& to 
him, and a Faith working by Love; wherefore he 
faith, thy Sins are forgiven, thy Faith hath ſaved Gal. v. 6. 

thee. By theſe and other Inſtances he ſhews, that 

Men are accepted according to the Uſe of their Rea- 
ſon, according to that a Man hath. We are com- 
mended for our own Actions, not for that which is 

done by others. A compleat ſaving Faith is God's 

Gift, but there is a Degree of Faith to be acquired, 
in order to. Additions from the Hand of God. 

WM know not how far a Man's Faith may be his 
open; but the Rudiments of Faith, and partly the 

Improvement, are the Products of Reaſon, obſerv- 

ing the Power of God. It is that Faith our Saviour 
commends and -encourageth, that he looks for in ra- 
tional Men, that he ſeeks to gain by his Preaching 
and Miracles, and it is the Beginning of a greater 
Faith. If that was not his End, to lay a great Weight 
upon human Reaſon, he might at once have given 


all Faith to whom he pleaſed, and needed not to have 

_ waited for it; He needed not to have preached nor 

to have wrought any Miracles at all. He doth. not | 
make theſe his Buſineſs, and take ſo much Pains for 
no End. He came not to be miniſtred unto, but to . 


' miniſter to human Reaſon, ſo as neither to let it want, — | 


nor Oyer- power it by too much Evidence. 1 
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194 The Uſe of Human Reaſon | 
h CHRIST would not do ſuch mighty Works, as 
to force Men to believe, but according to his Wiſe 
dem, his Works are ſuch, as are ſufficient to cons 
vince reaſonable conſiderate Perſons; they are fuck 
as leave room for the Uſe of Reaſon, and for the Work 
of preaching the Goſpel. Preaching was his great, 
Work, and that is of no other Uſe, but to apply itſelf 
to Human Reaſon. This was his Father's Buſineſs, upot 
which he was more intent, than upon farisfying his 
Jo. iv. 34. Hunger, it was his meat to do the Will of him that ſent 
him, and to finiſh his Work. Miracles were only Affi- 
ſtants to the Work of Peaching, and no farther uſed 
than neceſſary. For the excellent Gift of Reaſon 
muſt be employed in Uſes honourable to God, and 
without it we ſhall know nothing, nor receive any Fa- 
vour ; but in the good Uſe of our Reaſon we ſhalt obtain 
Help from above, and in learning what we may by our 
covn Reaſon, we ſhall learn more by the Grace of Ged. 
80 that human Reaſon is of vaſt Conſequence, it 
is the Work of Jeſus Chriſt to preach unto it; We 
muſt look upon it, as an ineflimable Jewel, and take 
Care of it accordingly; ſeing it is our e 
to hear him, and the Stock of God and Man to work 
Cheer to improve it into an eternal Inheritance. 
Chritt cannot look upon Man any otherwiſe, than ad 
he is a reaſonable Man, coming unto him in a fit 
' Poſture, to hear his 8 ords, and to accept 
his gracious Offers. Mercy itſelf appeals to Human 
Recaſon, and blames the Neglect of Men, in not com- 
Jo, v. 40. ing to Jeſus Chriſt upon reaſonable Terms, ye will 
not come unto me that ye may have Life; and the 
meaneſt Man, that comes unto Jeſus Chriſt, ant 
ſerves God with the beſt of his mean Capacity, isber» 
5 ter than the proudeſt Philoſop er. 
Jo. vi. 4. Vet he faith, no Man can come unto me, extept 
my Father draw him, that is, not by any Force up- 
on the Will, nor only by rational Arguments, but 
by a powerful Influence upon the Soul, inclining it 
t be willing and obedient to the heavenly Call. 55 


3 
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Y this drawi being an Het of che Farhier, 0 cam ſignifie 
4 Father. This is alfe to de coneluded, from rhe 
Manner of Coming 1 Chriſt, which is 'the Sout's 
Motion to a fablime: ſpiritunl Objet; to which the 
natural Man hath no eſſectual Power. Bur by his 
= Reaſon” he bath Power to make ſore Advances to- 
Wards hin, without whieh he is unaeceptable to God; 
in uſing the Power he hath, with: a ſüitable tumble 
Behaviour, God will mereifully bring him to a com- 
perene Knowledge and Ability vo do his W ill. A Man 
Lannot de all himſelf, nay, he can do nothing rightly, 
yet it is for want of 1 de eam do, chartie is ft en. N 
7 abled to do all Things neceſſary to his Salvation, becauſe 
God abhors Mens Idleneſs and Contempt of Religion. 
T ww Saviour of che World is infinnely good and 
| merciful, full of C n and of great Pity. He 
Bat ſo much Pity, as no Man ever had, and no Man 
ever bad ſuck: Power to relieves yet be did not re- 
2 ke ſo much pitied. He wept over f 
, and- ſhewed: che Vehemence of is Affection, 8 
whic he kud before he took human Nature, and 
being Many expreſſerh it after the Manner of Men, 
O eat Jeruſalem, tliou that killeſt che Prophets Mat. xxiii. 
oneſt them: whick are fent unto thee, ae - 27. 
ten wow d I have gather d thy Children t to 
even as a Hen th her Chickens 
Wings, and ye Voud not? Why ſhould! he. _ 
for that which he could have: help'd by his Grace? 

A could: — = N His Grace upon 
unreaſonable W his gracious Offers, 
thro! tlie meer Gauer ata * Will. He 
cannot in Wiſdom regard tho Meri, - who will not 
come unto: Him by: rational Endexyourss it is abomi- 
nable and exceedingly odious to God, 'thar Men will 
not b uf their agen wed 2 1 
"edge, 

+ 5 ſpirirus: werityt ad Seripturam e 


oportet hominem | mitem præbere, nd peryicacibus con- 
certati onibus indocilis reddatur. 5. . 
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186 The 'Uſe of Human Reaſon Y 
ledge, and by the Neglect whereof they know not 
the Things that belong to their Peace. God is not 


1 
of ſo little Value, that it is not worth our While to | 
to enquire after him. Heaven is not of ſo little Va- 

= 
| 


beſtow upon him our Capacity, and a little Trouble 
lue, at it is not worth Our Study to obtain it; eſ 3 


pecially ſeing that we are Sinners, and yet it is poſ- 
ſible for us to attain heavenly Glory. Our Souls 
are not of ſo little Value, that it is not worth our 
Study to take Care of them, and flee from the Wrath | 
to come. Our Reaſon, is not of ſo little Value that we 
ſhou'd not like to be Men, but will rather degenerate 
Ads xiii, into Brutiſhneſs, and judge ourſelves unworthy of ever- 
46. laſting Life, d e e b o2 old): WM 
I x we ſo little Value our Reaſon, our Souls, our 
Heaven, our God, it is no Wonder if God do not re- 
| gard us, and deny us his Grace, when we ſo Diſ- | 
+ grace our ſelves, and behave ourſelves ſo unworthilx 
towards him. If Men deſpiſe all Goodneſs and Know-. | 
— ledge of Religion, it is no Wonder if God doth not 
= aſſiſt them, nor inſpire them with that Knowledge 
1 which they value not, and are unwilling to learn. 
| Nor will Jeſus Chriſt gratify his own Pity towards 
| | Jo. iii. 19. Men, if they do not pity their own Souls; they de- 
nw. ſerve not to live who will not come unto him, that 
they may have Life. This was the unhappy. State 
of the Jews, and the fame is the Caſe of vitious Chri- 
| ſtians, they are rejected of a moſt merciful Father, 
| and forſaken by a moſt merciful Redeemer z becauſe 
1 they will not be inſtructed, they will not be reform- 
ace, they will not uſe; their Reaſon, and therefore are 
> Cor. vii. denied Grace, 0 perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God. 
| * TE Jews having not conſidered Chriſt's Mira- 
| cles, would not believe him to be che Meſſias, whom 
ö = at that Time they did expect, but took Offence at 
3 his Preaching, and did not underſtand his eaſy Do- 
Ctrines. He therefore juſtly gives Occaſion of Of- 
fence to ſuch „ and confounds them 
with Difficulties, which he explained to his 2 ** 
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„ but to them it is not given; becauſe they 
behaved themſelves unworthily z they ſhall be ſuffer- 


ed to fall into Temptations; and even their natural 


Parts ſhall fail; what moral Vertue they have, it 


more Abundance. But whoſoever hath not, from him 


hall be taken away even that which he hath. 


Fo x he that hath, that is to good Purpoſe, muſt 


X chiefly be underſtood of the principal Gift of Na- 
ture, human Reaſon. He that hath this Gift of God, 
in a diligent Uſe of it, will ſo recommend himſelf, 


that God will add to it another Gift, that is, his 
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les and aſſiſted their Underſtanding. To you it is Mar, xiii 
x 8 to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
Heave 


ſhall Decay, for want of God's Aſſiſtance. For who- Mar. xiii, 
ſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have: 


Grace. But the careleſs Perſon, who behaves himſelf 
as if he had not Reaſon, will ſtill fall into a worſe 


State, his Reaſon will decay for want of Uſe, and 


God vill ſuffer it to be overcome by thoſe ſenſual 


ANT which he values aboy@his Reaſon, and 
w 


ich by his Indulgence prevail and ſtupify his rati- 


onal Powers. Chriſt himſelf being under the Obli- 


gation of his infinite Wiſdom, how much ſoever he 


would be gracious, cannot heal thoſe Diſeaſes of the 


8 oul, : of which Men deſire not to be healed, nor will 
receive a rational Cure. OO 


Ar rER this Manner the Jews ſhut their Eyes, Ia. vi. 9. 
and God is ſaid to have blinded them. They had Jo. xii. 40. 


ſo neglected the Duty of Men, and deſpiſed the Grace 


of God, he is reſolved not to convert them, but ju- 


dicially to give them up to their own Luſts, and this 


is the Reaſon, that Chriſt ſpoke to them in Parables; 


their Time of Grace was paſt, and they had forfeited . . 
the Favour of plain Inſtruction, which they had be- 


fore neglected: So that all the Event of Chriſt's Mi- 


niſtry and Miracles was accidentally the Increaſe of 


_ their Sin, and ripened them for Deſtruction, thro? 


X -— 2 * | 


* 


eee 


7 2 | 2 ts |  ' "INES "TT X WT : 
Omnia quæ leguntur in Scripturis ſanctis, ad inſtructionem 


& ſalutem noſtram, intent? oportet audire. S. Aug. 


= 


the willful Abuſe of the beſt Means of Salvation, | 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 


And fo it is at this Day; when a People have e 
ed a 1755. Miniſtry, wherein they have youre 


= | 


ly and faithfull raged, and they remain ſtill ig- 
norant, wicked and unbelieving, God in his ri 
Judgments gives them over to Blindneſs | l 
7 2 People muſt not expect more Favour, t than 9 


God was pleaſed to ſhew tb 1/ae). 


> Co | of iv. 
* 


Rev. iii. 
16. 


| concerning himſelf, and tho' he proves himſelf the 
Son of God in the higheſt Senſe, as the Jews thought 


be faid himſelf to bez yet he expreſſeth the. Thi 


TEIs is the Reaſon, that God in his Jud, 


removed the Candleſticks, and the Light of de Gof. 1 
pel, out of the Churches of Ala, as St. Fob fore- 
told in his. Revelations, and permitted Daa to. ⁵³⁵⁶ 
overſpread thoſe famous Countries. The = 
of Chriftians loved not the Light, and were unwor- 
thy of it; they firſt put out the Light of their own | 
Minds,, and the Light of the bs Goſpel could 
not ſhine upon them. Wherefore God in his Wratn 
permitted the Nations to puniſh one another by ' 
Wars and Deſolations, and Chriſtian Churches to be 
turned into Mahometan Moſchs, Becauſe thou art luke | 

warm, and weipher cold nor bot I will Jon thee out of | 


9 Mouth. 


Bur Chriſt ai wh 1280 9 Uſe of the 


Jews Errour, and brought the greateſt Good out of 
their evil Hearts. He oftentimes ſpeaks dubiouſly 


obſcurely, and makes Uſe of their Ignorance, a 
Wickedneſs, to bring about the greateſt Bleſſing chat 


Acts ii. 23. 


1001. i. s. 


ever was conferred in this World, as it was before 
concerted in Heaven, that is, the. infinitely valuable 
Sacrifice of the eternal Son " God; him h 
livered by the determinate Counſel and Foreknow dge 
of God, ye have taken, and by wieked Hands have 
crucified. and flain. Is. was 1 nec 


Things concerning him ſhould not be made 


plain. For had they known 155 they would not have or Crue 


cified the Lord 'Y, een anne 


1 4 * '> 19 


= +. 
3015 4% 1 ann 1101 fi: \ / HED Wn 
4 


urin 8 94 
FB 
\ 
7 | : 
#; 
Tx 
+, 7 


F e ad: Me a AS hc 


Ns 


eſſary, thatall. 


2 
1 
- $38) 

«XL 

>. W 


a R ELIG 10 N, Ge. 189 
Wunx the Jews required a Sign to prove his di- John ii. 


ine Authority, be anſwered them with an ambigu- 5 


ous Sayings which was part of the Charge laid againſt 
him; d . this Temple, and in three Days will 


X raiſe it up. He was not diſpoſed to anſwer all De- bt 

mands, t fatisfy Mens Curioſity, but only to de 

Z what 4s ſufficient to fatisfy a rational Mind. There. 
ore he would not work a Miracle, but foretells a 
Sign, which {hall confirm his Doctrine, viz. his Re- 


ſurrection; by which they might have yet an Op- 


4 portunity, and the utmoſt Proof of his Divinity, to 


engage their Belief, and come to Repentance, if they 


b $ would turn their Minds to a due Conſideration, and 
a Deſire to embrace the Truth. A great Inſtance 
of Merey to them chat conſider, but what will turn 


inte Judgment; againit Hardned Unbellevers! Bres Ads il. 


thren, I wet that thro' Ignorance ye did it, as did 
alſo your Rulers 3 but thoſe Thin which God be- | 
fore had ſhewed by the Mouth of all his Prophets, 


char Chriſt hov'd-fuffer,-be hath ſo fulfilled. Ree Af iii. 


gent ye thertfere: and be converted, that your Sins may be 19. 

op in all his n to an 

Obligation df his infinite Wiſdom, which Demands 

the Uſe of human Reaſon; For chis Reaſon Mini- 

ſters art appointed and their Labours are highly va- 

lued, as they do good for God, who deſires 1. Good 

of his Creatures, As Charity does Good inſtead of 

God; ſo be: that teacheth another gives Alms to his 

Soul, Clothes che Nakedneſs of his Underftanding, | 

and relieves the Want of his impoveriſhed Reaſon. 

cayed Mind, and a Sub- worker to Grace, in freeing 

it from ſome of the Inconveniences of original Sin. 

For altho God cou'd do all himſelf, yet he is obli- 

ged by his Wiſdom. not to do fo, but to give ahelp- 

ing Hand, to require Man's own Induſtry, and then 

to favour ſo good a Work, that he may by rational 

Means repent and be convert t. 85 . 
bs TR OO 5 


— 


The Vſe en Human Reafon 
So y being obliged by bis Goodneſi to de Good 


and by his Wiſdom to uſe rational Methods; to pro- 
mote Good in the World is doing him Service; it 


is an excellent Service to advance Religion in a juſt 


1 Tim. v. 
17. 


Jam. v. 


19, 20. 


Way. Let the Elders, that rule well, be accounted | 
worthy of double Honour, eſpecially thoſe who la- 
bour in the Word; he that governs well leads the 
Blind, but he that teaches well opens his Eyes. If 
any one of you do err from the Truth, and one con- 
vert him; let him know, that he which converteth 
a Sinner from the Errour of his Way, ſhall fave a a 
Soul from Death, and ſhall'hide a multitude of Sins. 
So God values the Labours of Men, as to aſcribe 
Salvation, as well as Converſion to them; they ſayve 
and convert inſtrumentally, as neceſſary Means under 
God himſelf, ſo neceſſary, God will pàrdon Men ma- 
ny Sins for the Sake of their Work, in being inſtru- 
mental to bring others to Faith and Repentance. 
TERRE is no way for one Man to convert ano- 
ther but by rational Arguments, and there is no Way 


to be convinced but by conſidering thoſe Arguments; 


1a. «liv. | 


19. 


A Man muſt uſe the Powers of his own Mind, he 
muſt conſider in his Heart, and ſincerely deſire to be 


inſtructed; after a Man is perſuaded of the Reaſona- 


bleneſs of a Propoſition, he ſtill wants à further De- 
gree of Perſuaſion; and a thorough Conviction to 
oblige him to practiſe; and he will not be convin- 


ced, unleſs he conſtantly apply his Heart to Inſtru- 


12, 


outward Signs or inward Perſuaſions; but his Pows- 


er muſt be directed by his Wiſdom, and leave room 
for Man to exerciſe and make good Uſe of his rati- 


onal Faculty. And for this ꝓurpoſe he: hath order- 
ed or permitted ſome Difficulties in his Word to em- 
ploy Man's Thoughts. 


T uERx is a neceſſary Connection betwixt teach- 
ing and endeavouring to learn, and both conſiſt in 


the Uſe of Reaſon; if ſome muſt labour in Teach- 


ing others, the Learners muſt alſo give Attention, 
8 8 = Ts labour 


2. „„ re 
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Uudour to underſtand, and perſuade themſelves to pri- | 


ctice, without which Knowledge i 1s nothin and 5 
Teaching is in vain. It is but reaſonable, fat, if 
ſome Labour for others, they ſhould labour for them- 

ſelves, and God will profper the Work 8 0 


Ir often falls out that the Slow and Back ward lea 


the beſt, becauſe they make amends by Digctis, 


and expiate the Want of docility with Care and 
i ftronger Retention. He that is flow is often more 


ing his Infirmities, whilſt he diſregards the Carel 


ſure, and God hath more reguard | to ſuch a one, help 
The poor Man's Endeavour will find N 


and Grace to help him CO, to his Occaſion. 


But he that deſpi eh ſhall be 1 20 eſteemed. W ho- Jer. xvi. 

ſo deſpiſeth the Word {hall eſtroyed,” but he 13. 

that ſeareth the Commandment hall be tewaided, © Prove vit 
TE Method of the Goſpel is wiſely contrived 2 

to exerciſe Man's Reaſon, and to deduce Vertue from 

that excellent Faulty; and to make other Means tie: | 

ceſlary, altho God 3 aſſiſts in the Uſe of thoſe Means. 

God ath ſo ordered the Cifcumſtar mces of Religion, 

as that it ſhall be Matter of -hoice,” and hath cover'd 

it with ſome Difficulties, 'thar ien ay ſhew their 

Sincerity. by their Care 101 Dili og in ſearching 

both into the Natate and Evidence of it; that 0 

our Believing may be an Act of the greateſt Nendtg 9 85 

and not owing to an ovefebearing Exidence, but "to 

thoſe rational Motives and Arguments, which are or- 


dained for Man's Emple nt, and  acurally fitted 


For this R Se Thing lan permitesY the Devil 
and his Agents 70 80 1 ſtrange and like unto 
Miracles, that we might by = Cate and Thought 
| Wirt the Miracles done'by h b Poe 
and thoſe done by the Power of tlie De ih "And this 
is no there than God in his Wiſdom a 5 by ; 85 


e Rule, nämely, to permit Frecl A E 
reely, as he permits Nature 1 "The . dufte ad 
ſecond Caſes to take Effect. The ay to diſtin- 


* 
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guich God's, qairaculous,, Works. is, by conſidering | 


© their reſpechive Ends, and wer in the [ 
1 ys umher and nad. Kerne 7. hi Vince, | 
li CHRIST 14 1 lows 1 fl Power, when he 
© Matrxyii, Grmod to have. When tc he had ſuf- 
i be fered death. mam 75 WS of Saints aroſe, to te- 
= Bs. hs Death ho healed,our Mortality, and 
| aßen the, Divine Juſtice for 15 5 555 . 
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that is, ſuch as he knew would act like Men, in the 
Uſe of their Reaſon, and wou'd the leaſt Diſhonour 
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his Creation, ſince they were fallen into Sin; thoſe 


are the fitteſt Objects of his Mercy, not any way 
meriting Salvation; but they are the propereſt Per- 
ſons, to whom the Merits of Chriſt ſhou'd be apply- 


to the End propoſed in the eternal Counſels. 


 PREDESTINATION is an eternal Decree of 17th Arti- 
God, - cauſing in Time effectual Grace in all thoſe cle of the 


whom he hath choſen, and by this effectual Grace 9 


bringing them infallibly to Glory. This Grace ſo 
eth Faith, Repentance, and Perſeverance, as that 
it impoſeth no Neceſſity or violent Coaction upon 
Man's Will, but it freeth the Will from the Bon- 
dage of Sin, and improves it into a Power of acting 


Reaſon, ſetting before him a rational Man, as a fit 


cad, and thoſe will be brought by the Uſe of Means 


freely in pious Works. God hath no Dependance 
upon any foreſeen Acts of Man's Will, that he ſhould 
give a Reward of Debt; but he hath Reſpect to his 


Object of Mercy, qualified to receive his Grace, and 


rejects unreaſonable Men; 2 he faith to SSt. 
Paul, of them whole Neglect he foreſaw, Make haſte Act. xxil. 


and get thee 1 out of Jeruſalem; for they will not s. 


receive thy Teſtimony concerning me. 


apply their Reaſon to receive the Word, for as thoſe 
who live abroad are ever willing to hear of their na- 


tire Country, , and. expreſs a Joy in hearing it ſpoke 
of; ſo thoſe who take 83 in hearing of Hea- 


ven, and the ſafeſt Way of going thither, may Hope 


Txrs is an Evidence of Predeſtination, that Men 


it is the Place they belong to; as they who delight to 


hear and read nothing, but of this World and it's 


Vanities and Follies; may likewiſe gueſs at the Tem- 


r of their Souls, and what Place they belong to. 


t is is a moſt certain Sign of Predeſtination, when 


Men ſo receive the Word, fo. diligently. conſider it, 


as fully to perſuade themſelves, to conform to the 
Manners of Heaven, 4 Faſhion; of the Soner 
11 ! EE 8 


| 
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Phil. iii. 
20. 


The Yſe of Human Reafon 
whither they hope to be tranſlated, and are makir 
the neceſſary Preparations for it, For our Converſation 
is in Heaven, from whence alſo we look for our Saviour 


: 
. 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. a 


"TrerEroRE Chriſt not only dies for Sin, but 
alſo by his preaching and Example, uſeth the beſt 
Means to work upon Man's Reaſon, and obBge it 
to do it's proper Office in governing the Will, both 
procuring divine Grace, and giving it as far as there 
1s Occaſion, but is exceedingly offended at the idle 
Perſon, who will not receive his Word. For as there 
is a ſtrict Connection betwixt the Gift and the Means 
of Grace; ſo there is betwixt our Election, and all 
the Qualifications, that accompany Salvation. Man 


muſt uſe the Means appointed for his Preſervation; 
Whatſoever God hath done to preſerve him, the Ne- 


glect of elected Perſons is grevious unto him, and the 
continued Neglect of Reprobates is their Condem- 

nation. The Soul of Man is indeed weak and diſeaſ- 
ed, as is the Body, and Chriſt is it's Phyſician; God 


giveth Medicines for the one, as well as for the o-. 


Eph. ii. 1, 


ther, but he will not heal the Sick, unleſs Men put 
of Perverſeneſs and Prejudice, and by their Reaſon 
apply his Medicines, receive his Word with Meek- 
nels, and act with due Carefulneſs, for the Health'of 
the Soul, as Men are wont to do for their Bodies. 
MoREO VER, we are by Nature dead in Sin, 
till we are quicken'd by the Grace of God; You 


hath he quickened, Who were dead in Treſpaſſes and 


Sins; but altho' we be dead Men ina ſpiritual Senſe 
and cannot of ourſelves live unto God, yet we muſt 
ariſe from the Dead; except we in ſome Degree ariſe 
from the Dead by the Uſe of our own Realon, and 
look up towards Heaven with the Eyes of our Un- 
derſtanding, God will afford us no Help, yea in his 


Wiſdom, he cannot help us. Wherefore he ſaith, 


ph. v. 14, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead, 


and Chriſt ſhall give thee Light: It is a dead Per- 


un- 


1+ RELIGION, Ge. 
unſenſible, that they ariſe not from the Dead, at the 
_ Call of Jeſus Chriſt and his Miniſters ; he that raiſed 
His own and other dead Bodies, cannot raiſe the ob- 
ſtinate dead Mind, becauſe he hath left ſomething 
for it ſelf to do, namely, to uſe its Reaſon, and the 
Power it hath to act for itſelf, as it doth in ordinary 
Caſes. He requires that we come unto him with all 


the Wiſdom and Strength we have, and conſider his 


Words and his Works, that we may believe in him. 
For ſhould not Men take as much Care for the Soul, 
and therein exercife their Minds, as they uſually do 
for the Neceſſities of this Life? _ 
IT HIS is the Means we have, the exerciſe of the 
Mind, to clear the Eyes of our Reaſon, and by the 
Grace of God aſſiſting, to diſpel the Darkneſs of 
corrupt Nature, and let the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ſhine upon us. This is the Way to riſe from the 


Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs, whilſt 
oObſtinate perverſe Men are hardened, and fill up the 


Meaſure of their Iniquity, and periſh for want of 


Conſideration. | Becauſe they will not. uſe reaſonable 
Means to perſuade. and convince themſelves, and they 


| ſhall be at laſt aſtoniſhed: at their own Folly, when 
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they ſee their irrecoverable Ruin. Behold ye Deſpiſers, Acts xiii. 
and wonder and periſh ; for I work @ Work in your Days, 4. 


a Work which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a Man 
declare it unto ou. N 1 


"Human RRASON muſt conſider the Work of God, 
and thereby acquire ſome Degree of Faith, which 

God will improve by his Grace. The Free- agency 

have it's Courſe, and be directed by 


of Man 
Reaſon. For this Reaſon, God hath ſo ordered his 
Providence and Miracles, as to leave room for the 
Uſe of other Means. They are exhibited in ſuch a 
Manner, as to ſhew God's Purpoſe in exerciſing Man- 
kind, and requiring à Tribute of Free-will. As nature 


doth not abound in au ap nor is deficient in 


Neceſſaries; fo God hath ordered his N 
Works; he doth what N ſufficient to aſſi 0 


Reaſon, 
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Mar. iii. 5. 


Mat. xi. 
29. 


56. 


2 Tim. i. 
20. | 

2 Tim. iii. 
14. 15. ö 


his Care to ſerve God and the whole Man muſt be 


as being obliged 


declaring it at his Death; but w 
to the Multitude? It might have convinced them, 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
and not to deſtroy the Uſe of it. Man muſt thew 


employed in his Service. 5 
CHRIS v declareth his Work in ſuch a Manner, 
that Reaſon ſhould be the Inſtrument of Faith. He 
is careful not to prevent the Work of Inſtruction, 
by his Wiſdom, to make Uſe of 

Human Reaſon ; therefore he doth not ſatisfy unrea- 
ſonable Curioſity, but endeavours to perſuade reaſon- 


able Men; and as Man he is grieved, that the Jews 


were not moved by ſuch Means, as were reaſonably 
ſufficient to make them fit for his Grace, which 
would carry on Man's reaſonable Endeavours to a full 
Perſuaſion. The Phariſees asked a Sign from Heaven, 
ſuch as Moſes, Foſhua, and Elijah gave them, when 


they had Miracles enough to convince them, and he 


ſighed deeply in his Spirit and faith, why doth this 


Generation ſeek after a Sign, verily I ſay unto you, 


There ſhall no Sign be given to this Generation. There 


ts no Occaſion for it. 


Go p in his Wiſdom regards the Uſe of Means, 


and therefore doth not work Miracles, but upon the 
moſt neceſſary Occaſions, to remove the Jews Pre- 
judices, and to be a Light to the Gentiles. St. Ste- 


phen faw a glorious Viſion, and 7 to Fee 
1y was it not ſeen 


and ſaved Stephen's Life; it was not ſuitable to God's 
Method, that Chriſt ſhould fo appear to all, but on- 


ly to choſen Witneſſes, that there might be room 
for ſome Oppoſition, to exerciſe Man's Rgaſon, and 
to add Vertue to Faith. The Apoſtles did not heal 


Diſeaſes at all Times, nor at any Time but upon 


great Occaſions. St. Paul had not Power to heal 


Trophimus, but left him fick at Miletum, nor his be- 
loved Timothy, but uſeth ordinary Means, bids him 


drink a little Wine for the Weakneſs of his Stomach 


and his frequent Indiſpoſitions; for the ſame Neaſon 


„ 
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St. Paul exhorts to Reading, and commends Timothy 
becauſe he had known the Scriptyres from a Child. 
Hereby he ſhews what he himſelf did, and that the 
greateſt ſupernatural Gifts did not make it unneceſſa- 
ry for him or any of the Apoſtles, to read and ſtudy 
2 4 holy Scriptures. 3 

CHRIST wrought Miracles to aſſiſt our Reaſon, 
not to prevent the Uſe of it, and in ſuch a Way as 
to influence reaſonable Minds, and not to over- power 
the Liberty of Choice; in ſuch a Way, that conſi- 
dering Perſons may have cauſe to believe, and the 
Inconſiderate have room to disbelieve; in ſuch a Way 
as to leave place, to ſhew reſpect to God, and to 
obtain the Praiſe of Induſtry, and to permit careleſs 
Men to fall by their own Slothfulneſs. For as God 
has appointed Means, he would certainly make them 
effectual, if Men would diligently uſe the Means; 


— 


but he will leave conceited and unthinking Men to 


their own Way; he will neglect them, as they have 
neglected him. As Men are Careleſs and inconſide- 
rate, ſo they are weak in Faith, and imperfect in O- 


bedience; They have not Eyes to ſee the Power of Luke vill 


Jeſus Chriſt, nor Ears to hear his Word, becauſe 18. 


they take not heed how they hear. They will not 
conſider diligently, that they may ſee with the Eyes 


of the Mind, how much they are obliged to ſerve 


their God, and to keep his Commandments. 


Me N may be ever learning, and never be able to . 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth; nor will per-, 


ſuade themſelves to practiſe it. They know nothing 
as they ought to know z becauſe they do not apply 
their Mind, to their Duty, never ſeriouſly think up- 
on it, ſo as to be convinced of it. If at any Time 


good Thoughts ariſe in their Hearts, by the Sugge- 
{tions of the Holy Spirit, they are preſently choaked 


with the Cares or Pleaſures of this World. And 
thus they ſtop their Ears, and ſhut their Eyes, 
and without fear run blindfold into Eternity. They 
open not their Eyes ey they are in Hell, like 


Dives 


Tim, iii 


i, | 
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A Dives in the Goſpel, who lifted not up his Eyes 
= till he was in Torment. God will not work a 


ſaving Change in thoſe Souls, ' who do not attend 
to his W ord, and imprint it upon their Mi n ds by 


T. —e 
. T-. 


— 


ip Conſideration ; nor will any other Means brin 


— — 


Luke xvi. them to Repentance. If they hear not Moſes an 
* the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded tho' one 
roſe from the Dead. God doth not appoint Means 
without an End, nor can we have the End with- 
out the Means. LS HA . 
Trex Diſciples of our Lord were guilty of Ne- 
glect, but in a much leſs Degree, they were ſlow of 
Belief, becauſe they did not duly conſider our Sayi- 
our's Works. He was indeed merciful to their In- 
| firmities, and ſo he would be to other Chriſtians 
but he will not endure a groſs and continued Neglect 
of Conſideration. When they ſaw him walk upon 
the Sea, they were amazed and wondered. ' 'They 
Mat. vi. 5, Conſidered not the Miracle of the Loaves, for their 
12, 52. Heart was hardned. They had not attained a full 
Perſuaſibn of Chriſt's divine Nature, and how he 
might eaſily walk upon the Sea, becauſe they had 

not well conſidered his creating Power, in the for- 
mer great Miracles; and fo far their Hearts were hard- 

ned, as they had neglected due Confideration. 
TE State of Mankind is repreſented in the lame 
Man, who was cured by our Saviour, having wait- 
ed a long Time, and done what he was able towards 
a Cure; but when he could not have the Benefit of 

the Angels troubling the Water, Chriſt cures him 

by a Power ſuperiour to the Angel; ſo God requires 

our Care and Endeavours, and upon that Condition 
aſſiſts us, as we have Occaſion, and then only u- 

ſeth . Slog Means, when ordinary Means are 
not ſufficient. The Soul of Man is under a State of 
Infirmity; if we do our Endeavour, we ſhall find all 
neceſſary Aſſiſtance, to cure the Diſeaſes of the Soul, 

and make it fit for the heavenly Life. But when Men 
will not do, what they eaſily may, by Uſe of t 
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Reaſon, it is a Contempt, and, they will not be cu- 
red even by the, chatitable Phyſician of Souls. God Acts xxiv. 
dil not wait their 1conventent Seaſon. i . - 
EveRY good and perfect Gift is from above, and jam. i 17. 
cometh down from the Father of Lights. A ſaving 2 
Faith is the Gift of God, and Repentance alſo. But 
there muſt de a Work of our own Thought. and 
Conſideration. The Works of God, both natural 
and miraculous muſt be conſidered AZ pondered in 
our Hearts, with an honeſt Deſig ign to ſerve and praiſe 
the Author; of thoſe Wonders. Otherwiſe they make 
no Impreſſion, and we ſhall, ſtill be Men of little 
Faith, as the Jews, were, amidſt our. Saviour's many 
Miracles. For without Conſideration we cannot form 
a true Judgment, and God cannot diſplay his Mer- 
cy, but ſuch affected Unworthineſs, ſuch Oppoſiti- 
on within us, ſuch obſtinate Unbelief, doth even 
bind the Hands of God. One would think that migh- 
ty Works ſhould cauſe Men to believe and fear the 
Almighty Power. Yet we ſee they will not. But 
if we have endeavoured accor ding to. our Capacity, 
and can fay with our Reaſon, Lord I believe, help 
thou my Unbelief, e ſhall receive help in Time of need. 
Gy aſſiſts in all our Courſe, in every good W ork, 
and brings it to Perfection, and it is our Duty to ask i Pet. v. 
him by fervent Prayer, ro make us pe erfect. Never- 9. 
theleſs we muſt employ our own Thoughts, and uſe 
all pious Means, eſpecially the Study of Go Word, 
to; perſuade our own Minds to receive, comply and | 
Work with the Spirit of God. For all Scripture isa Tim. ii. 
given, by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Inſtru- 16. 2 
ction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God, may be per- 
felted,  throughly furniſhed unto all good Forks, and if Jam. iv. 8. 
Ju draw nigh to God, he will draw. nigh to. uu. 
ALL Chriſtian Vertue is aſcribed to our Endea- 
vours, to our Labour in the Lord, to our working | 
together with God, as well as to God himſelf; we l 
mult cleanſe. ourſelves from all F Filthineſs of Fleſh and | 
1 1 1 the Fear of God. * 
c 4 a- 
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Patience have her perfect Work, that ye may be 
perſect and entire, wanting nothing, and then your 

2 Cor. vii. Labour ſhall not be in Vain in the Lord; he will 


M. then help your Infirmities. Ch 
Jam. i. 14, TEE great Fault of Mankind is, they do not ap- 
_ ply their Raton to perſuade themſelves, and Value 


1 Cor. xv. not a future Expectation, being careleſs and indiffe- 


Ty rent, as if they matter'd not whether they be ſaved 
or no, or what is worſe, they value this World more 
than Heaven, and have their Minds only, or for the 
moſt Part, intent upon this World. The Eſtimati- 


on of this World, 1s the moſt dangerous Obſtacle, 


in the Way to eternal Happineſs. The Contempt 
of God's principal Bleſſings is a moſt provoking Of- 
fence, and we ſhould be afraid of being Guilty of 
it. We know not how far God may reſent our pur- 
ſuit after the Things of this World, and fo little va- 


luing of Heaven, and how ſoon he may be offended 
at our Neglect. God is a Rewarder, not of an idle . 


Perſon, but of them that diligently ſeek him. 
I T is certain God expects no more of Man than 
he is able to perform, and it is as certain, he that 
does all he is able, will by God's Help be a glorious 


Saint; but how far God will diſpenſe with leſs than 

we are able, is uncertain z and altho' he is merciful 
and Pardons many Failings, yet Preſumption is ex= 
ceeding gangerous, and we know not how ſoon Gd 


may be provoked, to hide his Face from us, if we 
{in againſt our Knowledge, or continue willfully ig- 


norant. He is the more offended, the better Means 
wie have and neglect them. There is more hope f 


a poor ignorant Man, than of him that knows much, 


and delays the Performance, and yet we know not 
how far God will excuſe our Ignorance. However, 
Men may flatter themſelves, that their Ignorance is 
excuſable, dreadful is the Word of 1/aiah, It is a Peo- 


«xvii. 11. ple of no Underſtanding ; therefore he that made them, will 


not have Mercy upon them, and he that te ormed them wil 


nz them no Favour. 


of 


RE- 
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Rr11610MN in holy Scripture is called Wiſ- 
dom, and this God requires of Man, as he is a ra- 
tional Creature and capable to attain it; unto Man 
he faid, behold the Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſ- 
dom, and to depart from Evil is Underſtanding. 
Religion is the beſt kind of Wiſdom, becauſe it ſo. xxviii. 
| hath the greateſt Advantages, and the Neglect of 2s. 
it is moſt pernicious. Wiſdom is the principal Thing 
and the higheſt Accompliſhment, by which we can 
ſhew ourſelves Men. It is eſteemed of all Men, al- 
| tho? not attained by all, becauſe they will not take 
the neceſſary Pains. For Wiſdom, of what kind ſo- 
ever, requires Exerciſe of Thought, we muſt ſtudy 
to get Wiſdom, and purchaſe it with Labour of the 
Mind. Buy the Truth and ſell it not, allo Wiſdom Pro. xxiii. 
Wand Taſtnidtion and Underſtanding. 23 
HovsOo RVR worldly Men deſpiſe the Wiſdom 
Jof Religion, thoſe that have learned it, approve of - 
Wit, and delight in it, Viſdom is juſtified of her Chil. Mat. xi. 
dren. St. Paul faith, I ſpeak to wiſe Men, judge ye '9- 
what I ſay. There can be no right Judgment of Things, 
eſpecially thoſe that are moſt excellent, without a com- 
petent meaſure of Wiſdom, nor Wiſdom without ſe- 
rious Conſideration. The Apoſtle preached with Pow- 
er, and confirmed his Doctrines by Miracles; yet 
they muſt in ſome Degree be wiſe Men or rational 
conſiderate Perſons, that can underſtand and be mov- 
ed by his Inſtruction. They mult be capable of judg- 
ing, and apply their own Reaſon to perſuade them 
ſelves, or elle they will not underſtand their Duty, 
nor be willing to perform it, no, not if St. Paul him- 
ſelf were to preach unto them. 
CurIsTIANITY is compared to Warfare, which 
intimates a Neceſſity of Labour and Strength of Mind. 
Bodily Exerciſe profiteth little; but God requires 
Man's Care and Endeavours in Religion, as well as Cou- 
rage and Strength in War, altho' he aſſiſts in both: 
Beeauſe in both he hath fixed this Rule, that Means 
ſhall be uſed, and fecond Cauſes ſhall take take Effect, 
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Kom ix. 
18. 


Joſ. xxiii. 
6. 
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enerally according to their Natural Powers. Only 
2 reſerveth to himſelf particular Caſes, and after the 


ſame Manner in Religion, he will have Mercy upon 
whom he will have Mercy, and whom he will he hard- 


neth, that is, he hath Mercy upon thoſe, as he think- W. 
eth fir, whom he might juſtly condemn, and, as he 


pleaſeth, forſakes Obitinate Sinners; whilſt it is no 
Injuſtice in him, if he ſhould condemn all Men, ſee- 
ing all have broken his Laws. The ſure Way to o- 
blige him is to act as wiſe Men in Religion, as we 
are wont to do in Worldly Aﬀairs. Be ye therefore ve- 
ry couragious to keep and do all that is written in the Law. 

Gop requireth no more on the Part of Men, 
than that they be Men, and ſhew themſelves Men, 
in the moſt. excellent Part, the Soul ; and there 
needs nor more, on Mens Part, than to be, what 
they would be eſteemed, according to their Capaci- 


ty, reaſonable Men; he is indeed not a Man that 


| hath no Reaſon, and he that hath not a reaſonable | 


Care of his Soul, is not only a mean Creature, but 
worſe, than if he had no Soul; becauſe he doth not 


value it, and is only an Abuſer of that excellent Crea- 


ture of God: Therefore to perſuade Men to do 


reaſonable Things, is only to perſuade them to be 
Men, and to be honourable Perſons, approved of God 
and Men, and there needs no more to make a Good 
Man, than that he open his own Eyes, and perſuade 


himſelf to be ſo; for then God will certainly make 
him a perfect Man in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Ir is the Neglect of this principal Buſineſs of Man, 
that Men have ſo little i and ſo much 
Diſorder amongſt them; all Wickedneſs grows out 
of this Root of Idleneſs; and all Men's Miſcarriages 
turn upon this one Point, the Neglect of perſuading 


and convincing themſelves by ſerious Conſideration: 


This is the Reaſon that Men are ſo Regardleſs and 


no better for being told of their Faults, even when 
they know what is right, and approve what is rea- 
ſonable, they do not give good Attention, do not 

; "EP im- 
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imprint Inſtruction upon their Minds, nor take any 
Pains to perſuade themſelves of the Neceſſity of doing 
the Thing which'they perceive to be reaſonable z they 
want not a Capacity, they are ſharp ſighted enough 
in worldly Affairs, but how to ſerve God and avoid 
Sin, which God-abhors, they haue Eyes and ſoe not. 
T EIsõ is certainly the Cauſe of all Errours in hu- 
man Life, that Men will not perſuade themſelves of 


ſtaining from Sin, and being holy in all Manner of 


throughly convinced; they may be a little moved, 
but fall ſhort of Perſuaſion, for want of due Conſide- 
ration. They ſeem to think there is little or no Sin 


ſlandering, ſwearing and profaneneſs, Sabbath break- 
ing, drinking to Exceſs, Hatred, Malice, and Strife; 
there are indeed more heinous Sins than theſe; but 
theſe are Sins forbid in Scripture, and put Men in 
greater Hazard, the leſs they are regarded; they are 
Sins great enough to ruin Souls without Repentance 
and Amendment. This Mien would ſee well enough, 
and be perſuaded to reform their Lives, if they did 


but conſider well, that the Scripture ſpeaketh not 


in Vain, and that God's Commandments are not to 


* 


be deſpiſed, He that teepeth the Commandment keepeth p 
his own Soul; but he that deſpiſeth hix Mays ſhall die. 16. 


Tur beſt Way to prove our Sincerity is to do 
good and abſtain from Sin purely for God's Sake; 
that is, when there is no other Obligation, when 


God only knows it, and the Laws of Men take no 


7 


Notice of it. Ariſtippus, a Gentile, being asked, 


* = 


the Neceſſity, and Obligation we are under, of ob- 


Converſation; they underſtand what is Reaſon, and 
will ſay, my Reaſon tells me ſo, but they will not be 


in the common Practices of the World, lying, and 
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ro. xix. 


wherein Philoſophers excelled orher-Men ; anfwer'd, 
though all Laws were aboliſhed, we ſhould be juſt, 


and lead the ſame Lives. This Reaſon tells us, chat 
we owe the higheft Honour to God, and it is the 
principal Buſineſs of Religion, to ſhew a ſingular Re- 


ſpect ro him; we ſhould not only obey his * 
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but do more than is poſſitively commanded:: This ; 
the beſt Proof of our Faith to deny ourſelves, ſome. 
times in lawful Things, to mortity our Luſts, to af. 
flict ourſelves with faſting, 'to be more than Ordi. 
nary diligent and careful to do God Service, to do 


good liberally, and as much as we can, ſecretly ; the 


more diligent we are, we ſhew the greater Reſped 
to God, and ſincerity in all his Service. 
Ir Men did rightly conſider the Encouragements, 


they would endeavour after theſe Attainments; no- 


thing elſe is the Cauſe of contrary Practices, but 
willful Inconſiderateneſs, the Spring of that Torrent 

of Wickedneſs, that has always overflowed the great -. 
eſt Part of the World; it is that which makes wiſe |< 
Men Fools; who can compoſe a rational Diſcourſe, 
and not believe a Word of it themſelves, for want of 
further ſerious Conſideration | it is like the Manner 


of Children, who come far ſhort of that Learning, i 


Which their Capacity might attain; there is ſome Ex- 


cuſe for them and half witted Men, but it is a Shame 
for Men of great Wit to be Children in Underſtand- 
ing; they are able to reflect upon the eſſential Dif- 
ferences of Good and Evil, together with their natu- 
ral Products of Happineſs and rw and there can I. 


be no other Reaſon of their Vitiouſneſs, but willful 


ter Encouragement to practiſe it. 


principal Faculty, to convince himſelf of Duty, and 


found in rich Men, very often in the Learned; fu 


Oareleſſneſs, eſpecially ſince Religion is made more 


plain, hath more Aſſiſtance from Heaven, and grea- 


NOTHING is wanting, or need be wanting in 
any Man, but the diligent Uſe of his Reaſon, his 


perſuade himſelf to Performance; the reſt will be ea- 
fy. He that is a Man of Reaſon, according to his 
Capacity, will eaſily be a Spiritual Man. The Way 
from Reaſon to Grace is ſſnort, and the main of our 
Duty is plain; the meaneſt Man may know and do 
all that is required: all the Difficulty is in Perſuaſion, 
all the Failing is Careleſſneſs, and this is moſf often 


poſe 
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zofe a Man of fine Parts, who hath the beſt Advan- 
Tages of Education, and hath acquired a great Stock 
Gs Learning z but he thinks little of his God, and 
alls much ſhort of Duty towards him, in Proporti- 
pn to his Gifts; and to whom much is given, of him 
uch ſhall be required. 1 FE. 
Tr1s Perſon therefore is in a fair Way to be Da- 
vid's Fool, who faith in his Heart, there is no God, 
and the poor ſimple Man ſhall be the real wiſe Man, 
ho feareth the Lord and departeth from Evil ; for 
ecauſe of Man's Unworthineſs and affected Impiety, 
ot many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many migh- 
, not many noble are called. But God hath cho- 
en the fooliſh Things of this World, to confound 
he Wiſe, and God hath choſen the weak Things of 


” his World, to confound the Things which are migh- 

er that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence. And 

8, F enerally with the greateſt Succeſs, to the Poor the 
7 


oſpel is preached: If they had not been capable, 


o hriſt never would have been a Preacher to them, 

1. Vo faith to the Multitude, Hear and underſtand. Mat. xv. 
Tus common People can learn all that will be'* 
u- expected from them; if they will but apply their 

bel Minds to it, as they do in W orldly Affairs, and why 


ſhould they not do as much for Heaven? For they 
want not — but a Will to do their Duty, and 
Reaſon muſt govern the Will. They want not Know- 
ledge, but a competent endeavour to ſerve the Lord, 
and this they would perform, if they were perſuaded 
of the Neceſſity of Performance. The great Diffi- 
culty conſiſts in this, that Men will not be perſua- 
ded, otherwiſe they would with David make haſte, and 

ot delay to keep the Commandments, and they will 

not be perſuaded becauſe they will not uſe the Means of 
Perſuation : They will not apply their Reaſon, nor di- 
ligently. conſider, God's Word, whereby they might 
know him more perfectly, and. ſee the Obligations 
they lie under, to 1 5 4 in this preſent World. Pal. xxv. 
mine Eyes are ever towards the Lord; and bis Irvingpfal xxvi 

fa 2 


Kindneſs is ever before mine Bees. Woman, 


. corrupted Will doth not over rule it, may be ſeen 
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- * War a Man may do, by his own Reaſon, if 3 


in ſome vertuous Heathen, as Plato, Socrates, Seneca, 
the Emperors Trajan and Antonius Pius, whom if 
divine Grace aſſiſted, it muſt be in much leſs mea- 
ſure, than is afforded to Chriſtians, eſpecially in thoſe 
Heathens, who lived in the Time of primitive Chri- 
ſtianity. They were more to be blamed, who reſift- 
ed ſo great Evidence, and neglected to enquire af. 


ter the Truth. It 1s indeed probable, that, altho' 


the Gentiles worſhiped falſe Gods, yet the wiſeſt of 


them believed in one ſupreme God, , and had ſome 
Foundation of Vertue. ' But the Jewiſh Religion was 


more perfect, and the Chriſtian ſtill more excellent 
yet many Chriſtians with all their Advantages, fall 
mort of the Vertues of thoſe famous Infidels, and it 


can be only their better Uſe of Reaſon, that makes 


rhe Dilterence:: -- 2 8 118 
THE moſt ordinary Men are not ſo ignorant, as 


unwilling to exerciſe their Minds in Religion. They 
will not ſhew themſelves Men in this, as they do in 
other Affairs, and they will follow the Advice of the 

Apoſtle in any other way but that which he requires, 
1 Cor. xvi. 
17. 


Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men, 


be ſtrong. They both know and will commend Ver- 


tue, yet will not practiſe it. They perceive a Thing 


LD einn 
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.* Mr. Salmon in his Hiſtory, gives the following account of 
ſome Indians, who had only natural Reaſon to direct them. 
Ihe Pagans are as polite and ingenious a People, and as peacea- 
ble, humble, and inoffenſive, as are to be found on the Face of the 
Earth, The common People ſeem to have a better Notion of God 
than many of our Ruſticks, and all the World muſt acknowledge we 
fall very ſhort of them in our Morals, | Vol. III. p. 96, 97. 
De hominibus nulla Gens eſt, neque tam immanſueta neque 


„ 


tam fera, quæ non, etiamſi ignoret qualem Deum habere de- 


ceat, tamen habendum ſciat. Cic. 1. de Leg. 


Deum agnoſcimus ex operibus ejus. 1 Tuſea. 
Nihil eſt illi principi Deo, qui omnem hunc Mundum re- 


Zit, acceptius, quam Cætus hominum jure ſociati. 


Ci in ſomno Scip. 


will have Inyentions of their own, and they are juſt- 
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and yet it hath no Effect upon them, becauſe they 
will not perſuade themſelves by their own Reaſon, 
nor conſider the Neceſſity of doing it; as if Reaſon 
was only intended to be heard, and not to be practi- 
ſed; when there is nothing more certain, nor a more 
eaſy Concluſion, than that Reaſon ought to govern 
our Actions, or elſe it was given in vain. 


| Fox if God doth nothing in vain, what was the 


Power of Reaſon made for? Certainly for ſome no- 


bler purpoſe than to teach a Man how to- ſcrape in 


a Dunghil, and to feed a poor mortal Body for the 
Grave. No Man makes a curious Veſſel of Gold 


'20 7 
to be reaſonable, yet will not perſuade themſelves to 
do it. They can underſtand a rational Diſcourſe, 


for mean Uſes ;, He that builds a glorious Palace does 


not intend it for an Habitation of Owls, and he that 
purchaſeth rich Hangings, doth not intend them for 


vile Offices. Shall we think God more imprudent 
than Man? that he ſhould endow Man with Reaſon 


only to take Care of a corruptible Body, and have 
nothing to do for the immortal Soul; is God not fo 
wiſe as ordinary Men, to adapt 1 to proper 


Ends? The Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men, 


and the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men; that 
is, the weakeſt Means appointed of God for Man's 
Salvation, which the World accounteth Fooliſhneſs, 
have more Wiſdom in them, and ſerve to better Pur- 
poles than the wiſeſt Contrivances of Men. 
Bor neglect of Reaſon makes Men wiſe in their 


own Conceit, and is the Cauſe of both Hereſy and 


Immorality. Weought neither to abandon ourRea- 
ſon nor preſume upon it, on either Hand Men go 
wrong, and in both, neglect of Reaſon is the Cauſe 
of Errour, the one invents new Opinions, and the o- 
ther blindly follows them. Men, that preſume upon 


their great Parts, are guilty both of Pride and ne- 


glect of Reaſon, and cannot reaſon truely in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, wherein Pride obſtructs their Attention; they 


K 
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Prov. iii. ly left to their own Inventions. But truſt thou in 
5. the Lord with all thine Heart, and lean not unto 
thine own Underſtanding. In all thy Ways acknow- 
ledge him, and he ſhall direct thy Paths. If Men 
ſincerely uſe their own Reaſon, and with Humility 


Plal. cxix, ſeek Aſſiſtance from God, his Law will give Light and 


130. Underſtanding to the Simple. 
MEN of all Degrees of Knowledge fall into He- 
reſy, becauſe they too little value Revelation, and 
do not conſider the Scriptures impartially, nor hearti- 
ly defire to know the Truth; ſome reject revealed 
Religion, as the old Gentiles did ; ſome corrupt ir, 
as did the Scribes and Phariſees; ſome in part reject 
divine Ordinances, accounting them Weak Inſtru- 
ments, as Naaman deſpiſed the Water of Jordan; and 
there is no worſe Hereſy, than a vitious Life. A 
Mixture of Pride and Careleſſneſs, keeps them in the 
ſame Way, that they have raſhly choſen or arcengaged 
in by Education, and they will not examine their Caſe. 
This Neglect deprives them of the Grace of God, 
according to his Diſpleaſure againſt them. They 
Ezek. xiv. put the Stumbling- block of their Iniquity before their 


7, 8. Faces, and God ſets his Face againſt them. Fur which 
Mat. xviii. Cauſe, it muſt needs be that Offences come, nnd there 


7. muſs be Hereſies among you, that they which are approv- 
Cor. xi. d may be made manifeſt among you. " — 
'9 Very many are the ill Effects, either of a total 


Neglect, or a perverſe Manner of Reaſoning, eſ- 
pecially, if it is tinEtured with the Love of this World. 
The Jews were zealous for Moſes, and did not right- 
ly believe him; they deſpiſed Chrift, altho' he did 


Jo. v. 45. greater Miracles than Moſes, and Moſes will be their 


Accuſer, even Moſes in whom they truſted. Becauſe 
their Zeal was without Knowledge, and they drew 
nigh to God only with their Mouths ; they pretend- 
ed to ſerve God, and followed their own worldly 
Conceits, which turned to. their greater. Gondemna- 
tion. If they did not believe Moſes, for whom they 
had a great Veneration, how ſhould. they u 

9 5 Chriſt, 


* rr 


whether it be of Gd, „ 
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Chriſt, whom they had in Contempt? If they had 

better conſidered the Law, they would have obeyed 

the Goſpel, as our Saviour faith unto them; Had ye be- To. v. 45. 

lieved Moles, ye would have believed me, for he wrote of me. Peut. xv it 
THe Jews believed _— in ſome reſpect, but not 

in his main Deſign, which was to ſhew eus the need 

of a Mediator, who was to abate the Rigour of the 

Law. For Chriſt is the End of the Law, that is, Rom. x. 

the Perfection of it, to them that believe, and + 

the Law is our Guide unto Chriſt. But as they 

did not rightly believe the one; ſo they were not 

prepared for the other. The fame is the Cafe 

of other Men; they do not bend their Minds to do 

the Will of God; and their Hearts are not with him. 

The fame Indiſpoſition, which prevents the right Ute 

of one Law, makes Men unfit to receive another 

Revelation, and the ſame Neglect of Reaſon is at all 

Times the Impediment of Grace, Vertue, Know- 


ledge, and the Cauſe of Infidelity. I ye believe not Joh. v. 47. 


Moſes's Writings, how ſhall ye believe the Words of Je- 
fas Chriſt? But when we conſider it, how can we 


make a better Choiſe, to whom ſhall we go? Thou Joh. vi. 68. 


Baſt the Words of eternal Life. 8 
Tr Jews did not believe Moſes, becauſe they 
did not ſo believe the moral Law, as to be careful 


to practiſe it, and to ſee their own ImperteCtion. 


They moſt regarded the Ceremonial Law, and yet 
they did not ſo believe it, as it prefigured Chriſt, ' 


and directed to believe in him; becauſe they did not 


conſider in their Hearts, to know the true Senſe of 
Moſes's Writings. But thoſe, that honeſtly uſe their 
Reaſon, and endeavour to do the Will of God, ſhall 
attain to a ſufficient Knowledge, having the Word 
of God and his Grace to aſſiſt them. However they 
be unlearned, however miſtaken in other Things, 


and cannot attain of their own Ability, they ſhall 


not fail in the neceſſary Attainments 0 RO if Jo. vi. 17. 
any Man will do bis Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine, Fo 


„ 


Plal. xcyii 
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TR x ill Effects of abuſing Human Reaſon, and 
the good Effects of a careful Uſe of it, ſhew how 
much it is to be valued, and how carefully it ought 
to be uſed. It is an excellent Gift of the great God, 
a Light to direct his Creature Man, to find out his 
inviſible Creator, and to honour that adorable Being, 
to avoid the Wrath of an Almighty Power, and to 
ſeek for immortal Glory. But inſtead of theſe great 
Uſes of Reaſon, Men preſume to act quite contrary 
to the Deſign of God. They affront him by their 
Neglect, and employ their Reaſon to ſerve the De- 
vil, to fatisfy ſinful Luſts, to contrive Miſchief, to 
excell in Craftineſs, to advance Covetouſneſs, and de- 
preſs Religion; a moſt wicked Abuſe and Deprava- 
tion of Reaſon ! They know not the Way of the Lord, 
nor the Judgment of their God. % ˙ On 8 
I rx will not be amiſs here again to call to Mind, 
that thoſe Diſorders and Neglect * of God are the 
Cauſe of Evils, Calamities, Diſeaſes, bad Seaſons, and 
{ſpiritual Wants. Good Men ſuffer with the Wic- 
Led, becauſe, God, having ſet on ſecond Cauſes to 
puniſh Sin, doth not think fit to ſtop the natural 
_ Courſe of Things, on the Behalf of the better Sort 
of Men, and to grant miraculous Protections, ex- 
cept upon extraordinary Occaſions. Neither is there 
any Obligation on his Part; there is none ſo good 
as he ought to be; all are guilty of great Neglects; 
all have more than they deſerve of Good; all deſerve. 
worle than they ſuffer, and none can claim any Thing 
of God; yet he is very gracious, and oftentimes ſhews. 
Mercy, and delivers by remarkable Providences, to 
ſhew that the Lord reigneth, and let the Multitude of 
the Iſles be glad thereof. e 8 
Bur the worſt of all Evils is the Loſs of ſpiritual 
Favours, which are denied to careleſs Sinners, but 


—— —— 


7 


* 


—— * pe Dieſpiter 
Neglectus inceſto addidit integrum: 
Raro antecedentem ſceleſtum 
- Deteruit pæna pede claudo, Hor. 1, 3. Od. 2. 
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not to conſiderate Perſons, who, altho' they are Sinners 
too, yet comparatively are good Men. God is offen- 
ded at Man's Careleſſneſs in Religion, and withdraws 
his ſpiritual Favours in ſuch Degrees as he thinks fit. 
Accordingly corrupt Nature prevails, and Men walk 
according to the Courſe of this World, according 
to the Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spirit 
that worketh in the Children of Diſobedience. But 
a good Man ſecures himſelf, and is ſatisfied from his 
own Mind, not as depending upon his own Ability; 
his Confidence is in God, who will not fail to aſſiſt 
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his Pious Work. The Backſlider in Heart ſhall he fil- Proy. xiy. 
ted with his own Ways, and a good Man ſhall be ſatisfi- 4a. 


ed from himſelf. 


HERE is no Man of ſo mean a Capacity, but 1 Theſ. iv. 


he may know how he ought to Walk, and be able. 
to pleaſe God. It is ealy to be obſerved, that the 


common People, both Men and Women have a Ca- 
pacity of Reaſon, which ſhews they have immortal 


Souls, and can take Care of them. They can per- 


form curious Works, and ſet up ſeveral Monuments, 
which ſhall keep their Names in Remembrance. * 
This ſeems to be an unequal Providence, and a De- 
fect in the Creation, that Men and Women can per- 
form ſuch Works, as ſhall have a Being, when they 
themſelves are not. F But when we conſider the ho- 
ly Scriptures, there we find the beſt help of our Rea- 


: 
65 : 
1 * 


on, and there only the Means of Lite, zhrough the Pet. i. 2, 


— 


i . : ; * > * f 


. 
—B „— 


* Nemo unquam mihi perſuadebit, Paulum & Africanum, 
aut Africani Patrem, aut multos præſtantes viros, tanta eſſe 
conatos, quæ ad poſteritatis memoriam pertinerent; niſi animo 
cernerent, poſterttatem ad ſe pertinere. 
— Qudd quidem ni ita ſe haberet, ut animi immortales 
eſſent, haud optimi eujuſque Animus ad immortalitatis Gloriam 
niteretur. Cic. de Senec. Te. 

Ik Damna tamen celeres reparant cæleſtia Lunz, 

Nos uübi decidimus ors 
Quo pius neas, quo Tullus dives, & Aneus, 
Pulyis & umbra ſumus. Hor. 1.4. Od. 7. 


Knowledge of God and Feſus Chriſt our Lord, according 3- 
* a. . | + 
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Mat. iv. 
16. 


Acts ix. 


22. 


Ila. lxv. 
5 

Rom. x, 
26, 11. 


hinders Men from conſidering about it; but the Vice 
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as his divine Power hath given unto us all Things that 


pertain unto Life and Godlineſs, through the Knowledge 


of him that hath called us to Glory and Yertue. 
Trex Gentiles were called by the Preaching of 


the Goſpel, when they did not enquire after God, 
being in a moſt wretched State of Ignorance. The 
People that fat in Darkneſs ſaw great Light, by the 


Help of God's Word, and his Grace aſſiſting them. 


But then they conſidered the Word that was preached 


to them, and learned by rational Inſtruction, proving 
that Jeſus is very Chriſt. The Door of Faith being o- 
pened to the Gentiles, God was ſought of them, who 
in times before had not enquired for him, as the Pro- 
phet 7/azah foretold, and St. Paul repeats with ſome 


Alteration. But Jaias is very bold, and faith I was 


found of them that ſought me not, I was made ma- 


nifeſt unto them, that asked not after me. He re- 


proved the careleſs Jews with great Freedom, and 
foretold the Rejection of their Poſterity; they are 


| deprived of divine Grace, becauſe they neglected their 


great Advantages. Unto [/rael he faith, All Day 
long J have ſtretched forth my Hands unto a diſobedient 


and gainſaying People. 5 
Tux Common People are called as well as others, 
and Reaſon is common to all Men, but there is too 


much of the Jewiſh Temper. It is wonderful above 


all Wonders, that the Word ſhould have ſo little 


Effect among Chriſtians; it would ſeem to be a De- 
fect in Providence, to ſet on Foot ſo much Work, 


if it was to turn to no Account. It is unreaſonable 

to ſuppoſe, that ſo much Employment of Miniſters, 
ſo many Diſcourſes, ſuch ſtrong reaſoning, and ſo 
much Eloquence, ſhould appear in the World to lit- 


tie Purpoſe; it is ſurely a Pefect in Men, if ſuch 


Means have not a mighty Effect upon them. It is 


indeed the Iniquity of the Mind, that gives Ad- 
vantage to Sin, and then Sin prevails over the Mind: 
Every Vice is an Enemy to religious Science, as it 


of 
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of Reaſon itſelf is moſt pernicious, as it hinders the 
Grace of God from enlightening the Underftanding. 

THERE are many Perſons of Good Senſe amon 
the common People, and others would be notable 
Men, if they had not giddy Heads; many are wiſe 
in their Generation, skilful in worldly Affairs, poli- 
tick in driving a Bargain, and obliging too for their 
Intereſt. If they applied the fame Capacity and the Heb. vi. © _ 
ſame Diligence to Religion, it would ſurely turn to“! 
good Account. And as there are ſome ſober and pi- 
ous trading Men; ſo there might be many more, if 
it were not their own Fault; there might be man * 
ſuch as Aquila, who was a Tent-maker, or as Joſeph Acts xviii. 
the Carpenter, and might build up themſelves in re- 
gular Proportion, and in the Beauty of Holineſs, as 
the Artificer builds a beautiful Fabrick, and as lively 
Stones, they might be built up a ſpiritual Houſe; —_ 
God. would rather give e to the Means and Pet. i. 
Labour of his Service, than to worldly Affairs. As 
he aſſiſts ſecond Cauſes by his ordinary Providence, 
he would aſſiſt his own Service by Grace, his ſpiri- 
 tugl-Providence. .. : . „„ ip. - 
Bor the common People are generally ignorant 
and negligent of God's Service, many are diſorderly, 
rude and boiſterous, malicious, revengeful, and ſmite 
one another with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs ; altho? Ma.lviii. 4 
they come to Church, and hear theſe Vices to be 
unlawful, and are exhorted by ſtrong Arguments, to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
World; yet many continue brutiſh, and love to wal- 
| low in Wickedneſs, as if no better was to be expect- 
ed from them. But this is an Errour of Perverſenels, 
they will not regaro nor take heed how they hear; 
they will not reflect upon it, and conſider the Rea- 
ſons. offered to them. They want not Capacity to 
learn, if they would give Attention, and receive the 
Word with Meekneſs, and pray unts God fervently, 
that the Eyes of their Underſtanding being enlightened, * i. 
they may know what is the Hope of their Calling, and 


Col. iii. 
14. 


Ia. Ixiv. 
6. 


P gal. xix. 


12. 


know be 


| Morality, yer will Not pradliſe it, or ir af they 
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what the Riches and the Glory of his Inheritance in the 
Saints. %, 
THEM are Men, and would not be accounted 
leſs than Men, they can ſee other Men's Faults 'but 
will not mend their own. * The common People are 
ſometimes in the right, and may be ſo often, if they 
will: The unlearned might have been learned, if they 
had had Education, having no want of natural Parts; 
they can perceive by Reaſoning, what they did not 
Gees and what they could not have found 
out, being demonſtrated to them, they can under- 
ſtand it, and it appears very agreeable. Few are ſo 
ignorant, that they know not what is wrong in moſt 
human Failings; it is therefore plain, they want not 
Capacity nor Knowledge, that might bring forth 
Vertue; but only they want Application and conſide- 
rate Thoughts. W N 
8 o ME have good Notions of Morality, and there 
are as honeſt Men among the Vulgar, as among any 
Degrees of Men, ſome depend too much upon moral 


Honeſty, as if that were ſufficient; whilſt they are 


paſſionate, and apt to ſpeak Evil of their Neighbour, 
wanting Charity, which is the Bond of Per ectneis, 
and obligeth us to ſpeak Evil of no Man, and to 


judge favourably of all Men; or they drink to Ex- 


ceſs, and abuſe their own Reaſon, in which the 

ſuppoſe they hurt no Body but themſelves. Theſe 
and many other Irregularities are found in the moral 
honeſt Man; but it is to be doubted, there is no 
ſuch Thing as ſtrict moral Honeſty, there is none 


perfectly Righteous. We are all as an unclean Thing 
and all our Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags; who 


can tell how oft he offendeth? _.. . 
THERE are among the common People many 


* 
: 


capable of Learning, and do know a great deal in 
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* Interdum Vulgus reckum videt, Hor. I. 2, Ep. 1. 
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will not, when any Paſſion ſtands in the Way. They 
are wiſe enough in their proper Buſineſs, and can 
give good Reaſons for what they do. Some can 
manage a Cheat with great Dexterity; ſome can 
lay Snares with great Subtilty, and ſay that no Man 
ſhall ſee them. And this is a flagrant Offence againſt 
God, that a Man ſhould uſe his Reaſon to do Miſ- 
chief, and will not uſe it to ſerve God, but will ra- 
ther every Way abuſe his own Reaſon ; that he will 


ſtupify it with ſtrong drink, and disfigure his Soul 


in the Sight of God, and never enter into ſober 


Thoughts concerning him. Of ſuch God himſelf 
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complains, my People are fooliſh, they know not me, Jer. iv.22, 


they are wiſe to do Evil, but to do good they have no 


Knowledge. 


it Ar the ſame Time vitious Men are commonly wiſe Rom, xii. 
in their own Conceit, and therefore farther from 16. 


learning any Good ; they ſee not any great Want in 


themſelves, and therefore do not apply their Minds 


to learn; whereas a {imple Man will improve by In- 


ſtruction, if he hath an humble Mind. Seeſt thou 


will not let him conſider, that Men come to Church 
to no Purpoſe; they hear the Commandments every 


Sabbath, and ſtrong Arguments to perſuade them to 


a wiſe Man in his own Conceit? there is more Hopes prov. 
of a Fool than of him. It is therefore for want of xxvi. 12. 
| Conſideration, and through the Pride of Man, which 


Obedience, but for all that continue to break the 


Sabbath, and ſwear and curſe as much as ever they 
did, are as paſſionate and malicious as they were be- 
fore; becauſe they conſider not thoſe Reaſons, which 


being duely conſidered would move them to Reper- 
* 1 JVVVFVVCVVVT ny 
Ir is certain no Man can be perfect, all have need 


of Redemption, and Faith to ſupply their Defects, 


but Faith improves Vertue as well as fulfils it, and 


1 


doth not fulfil that which it doth not improve; and 


all Men may, and ought to be, more vertuous than 


O 4 


they are. The common People can have W 
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and good Heart, as well as other Men, to receive 
the Seed of God's Word, and it is not ſo much 
choaked with Pleaſures, as it is commonly in rich 
Men; they are not ſo much incumber'd with Pover- 
ty, as the Rich are with their Wealth; they can 
flow good Manners, when they are in the Humour 
to do it, they can forbear ill Actions, in the Pre- 
ſence of a Superiour, of whom they ſtand in awe, 
and will do all that is poſſible to pleaſe a kind Ma- 
ſter. But they have not the ſame Regard to God, 
becauſe they conſider not, and do not perſuade them- 
ſelves, that God is more preſent and more to be fear- 
ed than Man. And is not God the beſt Maſter? If 
Men did firmly believe, what God hath promiſed, 
they would certainly ſerve him better, as they do to 
any Man that gives the beſt Wages; but for want 
of Reaſoning Men want Faith, and for want of Faith 
Vertue decays, and Vice is predominant. „ 
Ir was one great Reaſon, that Chriſt died for, 
V/Z. to convince Men of the dreadful Evil of Sin, 
of the high Value of our Souls, of the vaſt Bene- 
fit of eternal Life, and to perſuade us to be rea- 
ſonable Creatures, in order to be made glorious in 
Heaven. This was the only Reaſon of Martyrs dy- 
ing for the Faith, to give us an Argument to be- 
lieve, and to. perſuade us at leaſt to be vertuous Men, 
it we were not to be like them, Glorious Martyrs. 
It was to Work upon Man's Reaſon that God hath 
done all his Works, and in ſuch Manner as we find 
them. It was for Aſſiſtance to this Work, that God 
permitted his beſt Servants to ſuffer the greateſt 
Hardſhips. It was to perſuade Men by Arguments, 
that thole, who beſt deſerved to live, have ſuffered a 
cruel Death from Men, who were moſt worthy of 
Death, when God could have deſtroyed them, and 
delivered his Servants. It was to preach more effe- 
ccually and to ſhew their ſure Belief: that God would 


have his Servants to ſuffer, as a great Service done 
to himiclf, for which he gives them a more glorious 
| Wh. OS FE | , How 


Ecward, * 


I RELIGION, &c. 217 
Ho w ſhould Men conſider this, and be 3 
ed both to believe and to learn all Vertue? Theſe 
Conſiderations are laid before our Reaſon, to oblige 
us to be reaſonable. All theſe Things have been done 
according to the wiſe Counſels of God, to oblige us 
to be truly Men, and to ſhew that gr 7 to God 
which is moſt reaſonable from Men. It is worthy 
to be repeated again and again, that which God ex- 
&s from us, is to ſhew our Reſpect towards him, 
| y our Obedience and Carefulneſs to Obey, what we 
may eaſily do as Men, that by his Grace we may be 
made more perfect Men. It is the ſame Thing to 
f gay, we are Men, as to ſay we are perfect, and to 
„ be perfect according to our Capacity, is to be truly 
o a Man, or as we commonly ſay, a good Man, and 
t what is a Diſhonour to us not to be. It is the Per- 
h fection of our Reaſon, and the Manhood of our Un- 


DD 


it w 


derſtanding. Be not Children, in Underſtundins z in 1 Cor. ir. 


„ Malice be ye Children, but in Underſtanding be Men. 29. 

„ | IIł is in the Greek, Jive ve, that is, be ye 

— as much as to ſay, be ye perfect Men, as a 
Creature ſo qualified ought to be, with the Power 

n | of Reaſon, and the Grace of God to aſſiſt and im- 
prove his natural Power. But it is Man's baſe Un- 

- | worthineſs, that he will not do what he can with 

1, | Eaſe, a moſt reaſonable Service, that deprives him 

s. of all good Things, which God hath yet to beſtow. 

h |} It is Man's vile Ingratitude, his regardleſs ſtupid Mind 

d | which prevents Runs Favours, that he proſtitutes 

d his Reaſon to vile Purpoſes, and doth not draw nigh 

{| to God with it, ſubmitting the Will to his Sove- 

s, | reignty, but on the contrary, obeyeth the Devil. 
a | Submit yourſelves therefore to God : reſiſt the Devil and jam. iv. 7. 
ff | he will fly from you; draw nigh to God and he will 
RE © 7 C8 RR 
e- Ix is a great Errour of common People and all 
Id | Sorts of Perſons, that are diſorderly in their Lives 
and Converſations, however well bred Men, they 
haye not good Manners in che Preſence of God. They 


have 
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I! | have not the good Manners to honour the divine 
" | Majeſty, and to behave themſelves reverently in his 

| Houſe. They have not the Good Manners to be- 
b lieve what God ſays, and to Truſt his Promiſes; 
. they have not the good Manners to BY and o- 


blige ſo great a Superior, the King of all the 
World, whoſe Gift is Life eternal, when they 
can perform the ſame Duties to a mortal Man. 
8 This irregular - Practice can proceed from no o- 
i ther Cauſe, but want of Conſideration; they have 
„ not ſo well conſidered, what is good Breeding tor 
wards God, as what is towards Men, and do not 


i ſtudy to perſuade their own Minds, as they might 
1 with a little Conſideration; that the beſt Manners 
. rants God is to follow the Example of Jeſus 


Prov. xxx. SOME Man may ſay with Apur, I am ignorant, 
2. and have not the Underſtanding of a Man. But tho? 
thou art poor in Knowledge, thou may for all that 

be rich in Faith and good Deeds. If thou knoweſt 

but Jeſus Chrift and him crucified, and the plain 
Precepts of his Goſpel, thou art wiſe enough. If thou 

| be ſenſible of thy Want of Underſtanding, let this 
| teach thee Humility and Reſignation to the Divine 
„ OT Will, and that will advance thee further towards Hea- 
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; ven than all human Learning. And beſides thou may 
4 have for asking, as much Knowledge, as is neceſſary 

| Jam. i. 5, for thy Salvation, For if any Man lack Wiſdom, let 
FH Bim ask of God, that giveth to all Men liberally, and it 
1 %%% ᷑ D ]⅛% —ͤͤ»̃ͥ¶ ß 
IE are very few People but know thus much, 
3 that they ought to fear God and keep his Command- 
| ments, that they ſhould not do to another, what they 
$4 would not have done to themſelves, and that where- 


in through the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, . they fail in 
any known Duty, they ſhould repent and beg Par- 

| don of God, in the Name and for the Sake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, moreover, Children ſhould obey their Pa- 
rents, and Parents ſhould teach their Children to be 


du: 


ed for us. If we di 
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dutiful, and this ſhould put us all in Mind to be o- 
bedient to the Will of our heavenly Father, if we 
expect that he ſhould on us for his Children. wg 
ſhort Scheme of Religion will go a great Way, if 

it be duly put in Practice, The greateſt Difficult 

is to convince ourſelves, and . ly to 
ourſelves to practiſe what we win 2 this muſt 
be done by hearing the Word, and applyi ing our own 
Reaſon to conſider it. It is "the greateſt Work of 
the Miniſters to perſuade, and the Hearers greateſt 


Work to fix in his Mind a full Perſuaſion of the 


Truth. And what a Man is really perfuaded of, * 
that it ought to be done, he becomes willing to pe 
_ tz and the C ommandment is not grevious wy 1 Jo. v. 3, 
1 
Mx x have been perſuaded to take Pains, and e- 
ven hazard and lay down their Lives, by ſome Rea- 
ſons, which reach no further than this World, upon 
Principles of Love and Honour. Men have expoſed 
themſelves to certain Death for their Country, and 
as the Apoſtle faith, for a good Man, ſome will even 
dare to die But God commendeth his Love to ſg Rom, v. 


in that, while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for 7, 8. 


us, how much rather ſhou'd we undergo any Diffi- 
culty, and endure the common Troubles of Life, 
which Sin hath brought upon us, and take Pains 
for God's Sake, and for his everlaſting Fayours? We 
cannot in Reaſon expect, but that ei is ordain- 
Tren and ſtrongly conſider the 
Excellency of God, and eſpecially his Love and Mer- 
cy in Jeſus Cbriſt, we ſhould be zcalouſly affected 
towards him, and even Hate to be counted worthy to Acts iv. 
ſuffer Shame for his Name. 41. 
Gop might have impoſe . us the moſt dif- 
ficult ke becauſe Si, bath ALL it, and ſup- 


Poſe 
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* Non opus elt de ectuaſis mor}. Juſtin. 
Mulier læta ptoſequentibus ſuis, una cum viro mortuo in ro- 
gum e ſcilicet apud! Indos. Cic, Tulc. Lib. 5. 
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poſe there were nothing in Vertue, but Hardſhip, 


| hath inſpired Men with that Courage, whereby they 


tue is ſuch a mean Thing, as not to be attended with 


cy, that we are not called to extraordinary Suffer- 


and Difficulty, a perpetual Violence to Nature, a con- be 
ſtant War with the World and the Fleſh, . cannot I 
we endure all this for an Eternal Reward? For we 


muſt have a very mean Opinion of Heaven, if we do FD 
not think it worth the Service of a few Yearsz, how W nn 
difficult ſoever it be, the Hope of Future Happineſs 1g 


have been ſupported in the greateſt Sufferings. It is 
therefore unreaſonable to imagine, that Men can at- x 
tain to Happineſs without any Trouble, or that Ver- 


any Labour; we ſhould rather account it a great Mer- 


ings, and be very well contented to endure the com- % 
mon Troubles of our Chriſtian Warfare; we ſhould Wl .; 

willingly take the more Pains to improve in Vertue, ; 
| becauſe God hath delivered us from the greater Hard- 

- Ir is only want of Thought and Weakneſs ot || | 


Mind, that Men are ſo weak in Faith and defective 
in Religious Duties. The Cauſe of all Neglect and 
irregular Behaviour towards God is, that Men do not 
conſider his Might and his Excellency, but they turn 


Cant. viii. 
6. 


29, | 


is the Reaſon of all the Method of che en, 


did ſee God with the Eyes of our Underſtanding, we 


would be as ſtrong as Death, which cannot be van- 


P 
their Eyes from him to the Creature, and do not f 
diſcern thoſe Excellencies for which God alone is to g 
beloved, becauſe he alone can ſatisfy our Love; if we ( 

k 
C 
r 
1 
] 
] 
| 
| 


ſhould admire his Excellency, and our love to him 
quiſhed by any earthly Power. And if thou ſhalt ſeek 
the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him | 1 
With all thy Heart and with all thy Soul. © 
Bur might not Religion be made more plain, and 
all Diſputes prevented, might not God ſend his An- 
els to convince the World, and ſhew which is the 
eſt Way? No, God is obliged in his Wiſdom to 
require Man's Labour and the Uſe of his Gifts. This 
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and all the Difficulties in Religion; that Men ſhould 
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not have ſo much Evidence, as to conſtrain them to 


believe, but as much as may leave them without Ex- 
cuſe, if they do not believe. He that believeth not 
the Son, ſhall not ſee Life. | aw 
TRERE is no doubt, but God may manifeſt himſelf 
many Ways, and by Angels if he pleas'd ; but that 
is not a proper NAY: An Angel is ſent to Cornelius, 
as a ſpecial aer om God, not to preach to him, 


but to direct him how to find the Preacher, who Ads x. 6, 


Man muſt be inſtructed by Reaſoning, and St. Peter 
himſelf is thereby convinced, that the Gentiles were 
to be received into the Church, and Water-Baptiſm 


ſhall tell him what he ought to do; and the Holy #+ 
| Ghoſt fell upon all them which heard the Word. 


is thereby proved. Can any man forbid Water, that 47- 


theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have received the Ho- 
%ͤ Fae ͤ Rs 

THis is the Sum of the Argument, God hath 
made it Man's Buſineſs to enquire after him, it is 


the principal Work of his Mind and the beſt Em- 
f of his Reaſon. The Word of God and 


is Grace aſſiſt him, yet ſo as the Mind muſt be em- 


ployed. Religion is ſo contrived, that Man muſt 


exerciſe his Mind to underſtand it, and ſhew his 
Reſpect to God by his Care and Diligence, en- 


deavouring to perſuade himſelf by the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons to ſtand in Awe of the Almighty Lord, and to 


keep his Commandments. Man hath Inclinations 
contrary to Holineſs, and cannot perſuade himſelf to 


reſiſt them, unleſs he diligently conſider thoſe Argu- 


ments, which aſſure him of his Obligation, and the 


Neceſſity of leading a good Life. If he hath not 
Ears to hear; if he neglect the Uſe of his Reaſon, 
and the Duty of Conſideration, he weakens his Mind 
for want of Practice, he becomes dull of Underſtand- 


ing, and highly offends againſt God, by Diſobedience 


and Contempt of Religion, whence he is leſs able of 


himſelf, and leſs affiſted of Gd. 


Tris 
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The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
Tuis is the chief Happineſs and higheſt Perfe. 
&ion, that a Man can attam in this Life, a perfect 
Exerciſe of Reaſon, aſſiſted by the Grace of God. 
He is the wiſeſt Man, who makes the beſt Advan- 
tage of that Excellency ; and being thus employed, 
God, as a faithſul Creator, will not let him want 


any Thing, that is neceſſary for his future and eter- 


nal Happineſs. It hath been always obſerved, that 


Men without Religion are without Reaſon, and the 
moſt rational Man is the moſt religious; not always 


the Diſputer of this World, but ſuch as governs him- 
ſelf according to Reaſon; there are unlearned Men 


- Haviour. 


who have attained to a good Degree by their Indu- 
ſtry. The Shops of honeſt Tradeſmen are Schools 
of Morality, and there are many Patterns of civil Be- 

We ſee Men can be vertuous in ſome De- 
ee, and abſtain from Vice if they will. If they do 


5 with reſpe& to God rather than to this World, 


they are not far from the Kingdom of God. Their 


Carefulneſs towards God will draw from him all ne- 


ceſſary Helps. Therefore whatſoever kind or mea- 


ſure of Gifts you are poſſeſſed of, think they are not 
to be waſted or given in Vain, but as St. Paul ex- 
horts Timbthy, ſtudy to ſhew thyſelf approved unto 


2 Tim. ll, 
- 


God, and ſtir up the Gift of God which is in thee. 


Our Care and Study in Religion, and the Uſe of 


God's Gifts for that End, ſhew that we Honour 


God and value his Gifts: But on the contrary, Ne- 
glect is an Aﬀront to God, and Contempt of his Fa- 
vours, and in Proportion to the Offence 
denied further Favours from him. 


7 


ce, Men are 


Tate is an Objection againſt this Argumen 


which may find an Anſwer in the foregoing Dif- 


courſe, but now we ſhall more diſtin ly conſider it, 
vis. That our modern Unbelievers are the Men that 


take moſt Pains, in reafoning about Religion, yet | 
they cannot be convinced. They have turned over Þs 


many Volumes, and enquired into all Arguments, 


They own the being of God and deſire to * H. 


ö 
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Iz RELIGION, &e. 
They do worſhip him and practiſe Vertue too, after 
the Way that they call natural Religion, and therein 
they have need to be very perfect; becauſe they have 
nothing but their own Works to depend upon, to 
procure Life and Immortality; they own no Saviour 
nor Mediator, and it behoveth them to be very ex- 
cellent Men, nay, perfectly juſt and good Men, or 
elſe we know not how they will ſtand before the ter- 
rible Majeſty of God, and acquit themſelves at his 
Judgment Seat. But why are ſuch inquiſitive Men 
charged with Errour, and why cannot they ſee into 
it? Their Caſe is ſomewhat like that of the Jews, 
ſo. far as they made g they haſtily take up 
Opinions, and prepoſſeſs their Minds with Prejudi- 
which they are unwilling to quit, and are diſpo- 
ſed to cavil, not to be rightly intormed. There is 
Enmity in the Heart againſt the Truth, and God is 
highly offended againſt ſuch Enmity. ; 
Ir is loſt Labour, all their fine Reaſoning; except the 
Lord build the Houſe, their Labour is but loſt that 
build it; much rather in Religion, thoſe that act 
without him, will labour in vain. They have not 
divine Aſſiſtance, without which Learning will not 
avail, nor the moſt refined Reaſoning convince. Be- 
cauſe they do not accept of thoſe Evidences, which 
God hath been pleaſed to give, and what he thought 
ſufficient for pious Minds; they have not that Hu- 
mility, which God expects from Sinners, and are 
guilty of that Pride, which he is reſolved to con- 
found. They disbelieve his Promiſes, and are every 
Way unworthy of his Aſſiſtance, which theſe Pro- 
miſes aſſure us of. 'Thoſe Promiſes intimate to us 
our Inſufficiency, and God will not fail to accompliſh 
them, to fincere and humble Enquirers, but leaves 
he haughty Rationiſt to himſelf, who preſumes to 
queſtion his Word. If God has made Promiſes, it 
Is a daring Affront, to account them nothing Worth, 
r to ſuſpect their Evidence, Which had the Seals of 
Heaven ſet to it, and the viſible Tokens of the 2 4 
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ly Ghoſt, whoſe deſcent was the Accompliſhment 


The Dſe of Human Reaſon = 


of thoſe: Promiſes. 
TRHERETORE God juſtly rejects thoſe Men, 
who put no Truſt in him, but only depend upon 


their own Reaſoning. It is only their own Fault, 


that they have not ſo much Faith, as they might at- 
tain by their own — without which, God 
will not make them perfect; neither will he aſſiſt 
their Labours, becauſe they ſtrive not lawfully, not 


according to his Will, but do deſpite unto the Spi- 


rit of Grace; they deſpiſe the Ordinances of God, 
and make it their Study to find Fault with his Method 
of Salvation. ONE may be charged with neglect of 
Reaſon, becauſe they do not uſe it with Sincerity, 
but ſuffer it to be bound in Chains; they Reaſon 
with a perverſe Mind, and that is worſe than no Rea- 
ſon at all. They think much to be poſed with any 
Thing, and therefore reject all Myſteries z whereas 


in the great Truths of God, we ſhould rather truſt 
in him and not lean to our own 3 1 


But theſe Men confide in their own Abilities, thi 
themſelves acquainted with God, and fit to appear 


before him, in the Rags of natural Religion. Such 


righteous Men Chriſt came not to call, but Sinners 


to Repentance; not careleſs Perſons neither, but ſuch 


as conſider their State impartially, and reaſon with 


themſelves honeſtly, to turn their Hearts to God, and 


ſeek his Aid to compleat their Faith. Thoſe, that 


hear the Word with Meekneſs, and rb their Mind 
to Religion in a proper Way, wi 


never want a 


proper Aſſiſtance; ſo thoſe that ſeek will find. 


Men may hear and read their Duty an hundred 


times over, and yet be no better for it, unleſs there 
be a convincing Reaſon given for the Practice of it, 


and their Minds be diſpoſed to be convinced. We 
readily go about a Work, when we know ſome Be- 


nefit depends upon it. So in Religion, we muſt at- 


dend to Reaſon, and think it ought to be obeyed 


becauſe it was given for that End, and ſome Good 
Tr RARE depends 
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depends upon it. We ſhould propoſe to ourſcives 
to know the beſt Reaſon, and then to let it take 
Place. If Men do not take this Care to obey Rea- 
ſon, or think it not neceſſary to be obeyed, they will 
be ſure to obey that Paſſion to which they are addicted, 
tho? it be ever ſo Unreaſonable. But Chriſtians will 
perform the hardeſt Duties, as that of forgiving Of- 


fences, if they conſider the Reaſon of it; it is God's 


Command, and Chriſt hath bound it upon us, in 


his Prayer, forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them Mat. vi. 
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that treſpaſs againſt us. It is a moſt reaſonable Duty, 


fince infinitely more is to be forgiven us, than we 
have to forgive any Man, which our Lord compares 


to an hundred Pence and the Debt we owe to God 10 Mat. xviii, 
ten thouſand Talents. ttt „„ 8 
As Conſideration leads to the Performance of the 


hardeſt Duties : fo 8 cauſes Tranſgreſſion of 
the moſt eaſy Commands; ſuch is the third Com- 
mandment. There is no Temptation to the Sin of pro- 


fane ſwearing, which makes it the leſs excuſable, and 
it is rightly called, taking God's Name in vain, be- 


cauſe it is ſo ſuperfluous and ſerves to no Manner 


of Purpoſe, but to profane the holy Name, and to 
ſnew a Man audacious in Sin. It is may Way the 

| that are ad- 
dicted to it, will not leave it upon ordinary Admo- 
nitions, whilſt they conſider not the Reaſons againſt 
it, or think it enough to ſay, God forgive me. It is 
only Amendment, and forgiving other Men's Faults, 
that obtain Forgiveneſs of our own. They can have 
no 'Pardon of God, who will not forgive at his Com- - 


moſt. unreaſonable Vice, and yet thoſe 


mand. For if ye forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, nei- Mat. vi, 
ther will your Father forgive Jour Treſpaſſes. . 
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World, and little Eſteem for the future _— of 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
THE Paſſious will prevail in any Caſe, if they are 


not directed by Reaſon, and they will produce a ge- 


neral Offence, that is, an exceſſive Regard to this 


God. The Preference of this World is the Fault 
of all Men in ſome Degree. We grieve for any tem- 
poral Loſs, but are leſs concern'd for the Loſs of 


ſpiritual Benefits, and ſtrive not by greater Vertues, 
to attain higher Honour in the heavenly Kingdom. 


It is a very great Iniquity, that Muck-worms {ſhould 


deſpiſe the Glory of God, and his kind Offers to make 


them Partakers of it: That after all rational Means 
uſed, haughty Man ſhould not regard the Kindneſs 
of God. He hath revealed his Will and his eternal 
Kingdom more plainly, that Men might better ſhew 


their Reſpect to him. What ought to have been 


Acts xv. 


17. 


after the Lord and all the Gentiles, upon whom my Name 
is called, ſaith the Lord, who doth all theſe Things. | 
_ Human REASON was never ſufficient of itſelf, 


done before by human Reaſon, is intended by a new 
Revelation, viz. That the Reſidue of Men might ſeek 


under the corrupt State of Nature, and {till leſs able 


by Man's Neglect and following the bent of his In- 


clinations. The Philoſophers were under the great 
eſt Uncertainties, and the People would not be gui- 
ded by them; neither had they any Authority to en- 
force their Precepts. At the ſame Time it was not 


impoſſible, but they might have been inſtructed from 


the holy Scripture, and have known its ſuperiour 


Authority. Whatſoever was poſſible to be done, 


Men were far from doing right, and the Generality 


were very Wicked. Therefore Revelation was ne 


ceſſary to aſſiſt human Reaſon, and to oblige Men 
more effectually, zo live in the Fear of an Almighty 


Power. 


FT, Animorum omnes morbi 
KRationis evenjunt, Cic, Tuſc, li 
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natur; animus nihil valet. Saluſt, 
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Wu Nx Men had ſo little Regard for their Crea- 
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tor, he little regarded them; he ſuffered all Nations Acts xiv, 
to wall in their own Ways, nevertheleſs he left not him- 17. 


ſelf without Fitneſs, in that he did good, and gave 


us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling 


our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. But as to any 


particular Care, he did not think fit to beſtow it up- 


on them, who had ſo ill behaved themſelves. It was 


a Judgment upon the ignorant World, that God did 
not inſtruct them, as being unworthy of his Regard; 
he left them to their own Ways, and to their un- 


reaſonable Worſhip; He winked at thoſe Times of Ig- Acts xvii, 
norance, but now he commandeth all Men every where to 30. 
 Fepent. | 


Bur as ſome of the Gentiles acquitted them 


2 


ſelves better, in the Uſe of their natural Talent, 


man Reaſon in its rational Enguiries, according to 


and endeavoured after Vertue, * God beſtowed 


ſome Favours upon them. He always aſſiſted hu- 


it's prefent Circumſtances z whence ſome Per- 
ſons in all Ages, learned as well as unlearned, as 


it were Witneſſes againſt the Generality, have at- 
tained to good Degrees of Vertue; yet even thoſe 


were far from living up to the I Dictates of Reaſon, 
and did not attain to the true Knowledge of God. But 


when the fullneſs of Time was come, God was plea- 


| ſed to offer Mercy to all People, For after that in Cor. i. 
the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not 21. 


P 2 God, 


r 
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* Ego multos homines excellenti animo ac virtute fuiſſe, & 
ſine doctrina, naturæ ipſius habitu prope divino, per ſeipſos, 


& moderatos & graves extitifle fateor, Cic. Orat. pro Ar. 


Prorſus hæc divina mihi videtur vis quæ tot res efficiat & 
r 
Sed hæe eadem num cenſes apud eos iplon valere, niſi admodum 
paucos, à quibus inventa, diſputata, conſcripta ſunt ? Quotus enim 
quiſque Philoſophorum invenitur, qui ſit ita moderatus, ita ani- 


mo & vita conſtitutus, ut ratio poſtulat? Qui diſciplinam ſuam 
4 oſtentationem, ſed legem vitæ putet? Qui obtemperat ip- 


Te ſibi, & decretis ſuis pareat? Tuſc. lib, 2. 


w— 
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God, it pleaſed God by the Foolifhneſs of preachin "s to ſave 


thoſe that believe. The Heathen W orld teſtified how 
* neceſſary Revelation was, and how uſeful Human Rea- 
ſon: Their own Neglect was the greateſt Hindrance, 
as they had provoked God to diſregard them, and 
had neglected to enquire after Truth. Human Rea- 
ſon is impertect, and hath need of the Scriptures to 
aſſiſt it, but will not enjoy the Benefit, if it be in- 
active it ſelf. Nor doth it Profit by the Goſpel, al- 

tho' the Way is made more plain, unlels it exert it- 

Heb. xii. ſelf, in running the Race that is ſet before us. God was 

5 pleaſed by the Goſpel to ſhew more Favour, and at 
that Time to forgive the World it's Careleſſneſs. He 
"db more Aſſiſtance to human Reaſon, both by 
evelation and Grace, and receives any Perſon, 
Mark i. 15, Who, according to his preſent Ability, Will opens 5 
and believe the Goſpel. | 
 THrxrex is now not ſo much need of reching ro to 

know the principal Things, and to do the neceſſary 
Duties, as there was under Moſes's Law. This Law 


conſiſted of many Rites and Ceremonies, which had 


no eſſential Goodneſs in then. All the Precepts now 
are in their own Nature agreeable to Reaſon, and ſo 
aſſiſted by divine Grace, that when we look into 
them, we find them written in our Hearts, and ſuch 
' Heb. viii. as we wou'd defire. For this is the Covenant, that 
10, 11. IJ will make with the Houſe of Hracl after thoſe 
Days, faith the Lord; I will put my Laws into 
their Mind and write them in their Hearts; and 
they ſhall not teach every Man his Neighbour, and every 
Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord; for all ſhall 
know me, from the leaſt to the greateſs. 
Bor ſtill Reaſon is to be employed, in obſerving 
| the Tokens, Cauſes, and Ends of the Goſpel, as 


Luke xii, Men do in other Caſes. When ye ſee a Cloud. 


34, 55, 56, riſe out of the Weſt, ſtraight way oh „There com- 
| ah eth 'a Shower, and 7 it is. An en ye ſee the 


South-Wind blow, ye ſay, it will be Heat, and it 


cometh to Paß. Ye Hypocrites, Fe can diſcern the „ 


Face 
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Face of the Sky, and of the Earth; but how is it, 

that you do not diſcern this Time? Vea, and why 

of yourſelves judge ye not what is right? How is it Mark ix. 

that ye have no Faith? O Faithleſs Generation, how 19. 

long ſhail I be with you? how long ſhall I ſuffer you? 

O Fools and flow of Heart to believe all that the Pro- 1 

phets hape ſpoken! Ought not Chriſt to have ſuſter d all Nix. 20. 

theſe Things, and to enter into his Glory. 1 
Fal r H might eaſily be attained, and the main 

part of Duty known to a careful Hearer of the Word; 

we could eaſily avoid many Sins, if we conſidered 

before we ack. When we 8 done wrong, we ſee 

it afterwards; and we could have done better, if we 

had better conſider'd of it, and taken more Care of 

our Actions. But Men will not take that Care, nor 
conſider of Religion, as they have Power to do. Bu- 


ſineſs or Pleaſures prevent them, and they will not 


be perſuaded to pious ids one herefore Inſtructi- 
on and Study are ſtill neceſſary to aſſiſt human Rea- 
ſon, which is apt to ſt 5er under the Weight of 
this World. Demas fort? es Religion, having lov- 
ed this preſent World, and without a due Care of his 1 Cor. ix. 
own. Mind, he that preacheth to others, may himſelf be a 27" 
—J77·⁰˙ ein iid EIS 
THE Chriſtian is much more capable than the 

Heathen, if he hath a firm Faith of a future State, 

and a true reliſh of ſpiritual Things, as he is taught 
by the Word. He wants nothing but ſerious Coni- 
_ deration, and hearty Endeavour to perſuade himſelf to 
Uſe his own Ability and the Gifts of God. Who- 

ſoever is born of God, overcometh the World, ha- 1 Jo. v. 4. 


ving ſtronger Motives to Piety, than the World can 


offer to the contrary. * Men ſbould ſubdue their World- 
ly Defires, and deſpiſe the Wealth of this World. This 
was a Saying of a Gentile, a ſaying worthy of the beſt 


1 


* Latius regnes avidum domanuddPee | 1 
Spiritum quam fi Libyam remotis 
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| Mat, vi. 


33» 


their own 


The Uſe of Human Reaſon 


Heathen, and not above the meaneſt Chriſtian. The 
meaneſt Chriſtian can know this and much more, 
what is the real Good he ought to aim at, and to 
ſeek it above all other Things, namely, the Kingdom 
of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof. = 
Bur Careleſſneſs, and Contempt of Religion, will 
ſtill have the fame Effect, to make Men dull of 
Hearing, as many of the Jews and Heathen were 
becauſe they accept not the Grace of God, nor uſe 
e When Men ſhew them- 


ſelves Men in any Thing elſe but in God's Service, 
and prefer this World before the Bleſſings of Hea- 


ven; it is not to be wondered, that they are forſa- 
ken of God, who hath ſo great Cauſe to be offended. 


He will not make clean ſuch foul Hearts. His Pati- 
_ ence is to be admir'd, that he doth not ſooner depart 
upon our too much Love of this World, and take a- 


way his holy Spirit from us. * Happy is the Man that 
knows how to uſe the Gifts of God, and exerts 


his preſent Ability to honour his Creator. Of 
his own He gives unto him, to receive more from 


him, and in the End, eternal Life, F thou kneweſt 
the Gift of God and who it is that ſaith to thee, give me 


7 drink, thou woulſt have asked of him, and he would 


|! Joh.xyi.2. 


have given thee living Water. 3 
Ir thoſe Diſputers of this World pretend to ſerve 


God, ſo have others done in a very bad Manner, and 


perhaps have thought themſelves in the right. Our 
Saviour tells his Diſciples, that the Time will 
come, that whoſoever killeth them, will think he 


doth God Service. St. Paul once thought ſo, be- 


cauſe he was zealous for the Law, which God had 


cftabliſhed, and probably it was the honeſty of 
5 e e 9 


1 * * — 


I Rectiùs occupat- 
Nomen beat, quĩ deorum | _ 

— 1, ES Muneribus ſapienter uti, | 
Durumq; callet pauperiem pati, - | 
Pejuſq: lerho fagyium, timer, Hor, lib, 4. Od. 9. 
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his Mind, that made Way for his Converſion. Be- 
ing Converted he owns his Errour, and the divine 
Mercy, in delivering him from it. J obtained Mer- 
cy, becauſe I did it ignorantly and in Unbelief, that 
is, ſuch Unbelief and Ignorance as were leſs Sinfull, 
being attended with ſuch Circumſtances. However 
they were great Fanlts and ſtood in need of Mercy. 


He owns himſelf a Blaſphemer, becauſe he acted Sha ha 
gainſt the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, altho' he verily © 


— 


thought he was doing his Duty to God. He accounts 1 Tim. i. 
himſelf the chief of Sinners, becauſc he perſecuted 35: 


the Church. It were well if our modern Unbeliev- 
ers would follow his Example, own themſelves Blaſ- 
phemers, and make amends for the Injury they have 
done to the Church of God. 1 | 
P ERHA s they wou'd be converted as St. Paul 
was, but their Caſe is quite different from his; and 


if they believe the Miracle done for him, it might 


very well ſerve them too. The Miracles formerly 


done ought to ſatisfy all Generations, and there is 
no Need of future Miracles, if former Facts can be 

proved; and of this we ought to be ſatisfied, becauſe 
nemies have not been able to diſprove them, and 


much the greater Number, as learned and vertuous 
Men as the Deiſts, have believed them. It may r- 


| haps be a Means to convert them, if they confider'd 


that St. Paul owns himſelf an Unbeliever, even when 
he believed in one God, when he believed Moſes and 


the Prophets, lived after the moſt ſtrict Sect of the 


Jewiſh Religion, a Phariſee, and herein always exer- 
ciſing himſelt, to have a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God and Man. He was really diſpoſed to 
ſerve God, the Greatneſs of his Zeal for the Jewiſh 
Religion made him' ſtand in need of a Miracle, and 


God would rather grant it, than want one fo well 


affected to him. God would rather propagate the 


Faith in a rational Method, and therefore deſires the 


Service of that Apoſtle, who would make amends 
for his Errour, and labour more abundantly in preach- 
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ing the Word. A ſingular Reſpect is ſhewed to him, 
what thoſe that were with him, had not the ſame 

AR. xxii, Benefit; they ſaw the Light and were afraid, but 
9. they heard not the Voice of him that ſpake. 
Ir was his Diſadvantage, that he was bred under 


lowances for the Prejudices of Education. . Yet he 


Prejudices, to conſider the Chriſtian 

2 clear Mind. But our modern Unbelievers have 
the Advantage of Chriſtian Education and not the 
Jewiſh Law to engage them ; yet they raiſe Preju- 
dices to themſelves, our of a peryerſe Mind, and for- 
feit the Favour of God, who permits them to fall 
| 1Jo.iv.s, from the Truth, becauſe they induſtriouſly receive 


Opportunity, to attain a plain Belief of the Goſpel, 


cere without a critical Knowledge. 


0 all our Hearts and with all our Souls, that is, that 
38 we ſhould uſe all the Power of our Reaſon, and per- 
ſuade our Wills to Obedience; the Submiſſion of our 


our Reaſon to bring the Will into Subjection, and 
to apply it to the Honour of God is a vaſt Increaſe 


Contempt of Religion, and may prevent all the De- 


vour ought to loſe it, and he that deſpiſes Mercy de- 
ſerves Judgment. The .better Means of Inſtruction, 


a ſhewing {till more Contempt. 
A EE 8 


the Prejudices of his Sect, and God gives ſome Al- 


was guilty of a great Fault in not laying down thoſe 
Doctrine with 


the Spirit of Errour. It is the Buſineſs of the Ge- 
nerality, to uſe their Reaſon carefully, as they have 


and to perſuade themſelves to practiſe it, they need 
not engage in nice Matters; and if they be induſtri= 
ous to practiſe what they know, they may be fin- 


FTuIs Argument contains a moſt ſtrong Reaſon 


for a ſpeedy Repentance, that, as the Scripture com- 
Deut. iv. mands, we ſhould turn to the Lord our God with 


Wills to God js his Glory, and it is the Glory of 


of Glory. Now the Careleſſneſs of Man in ſo great 
an Affair is a molt provoking Offence againſt God, 
if no other Sin were chargeable upon him. It is a 


ſigns of divine Goodneſs. He tl at defi Heth 8 Fa- 
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and the longer Neglect mightily increaſe the Offence, 
. At 
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Rx As oN is the Excellency of Man, and he that 
refuſeth to ſerve God with his beſt part, deſpiſeth 
Religion and God himſelf; a moſt heinous Provoca- 


tion! It is ſuch unworthy Behaviour towards the 


Creator, as deſerves nothing more from him, but his 
heavy Diſpleaſure. Vet God is long-ſuffering, and 


by his Goodneſs leadeth Men to Repentance. But 


by the ſame Negleck his Goodneſs alſo is deſpiſed. 


W hilt God uſeth Forbzarance, and offers his Grace 
to Men, neglect of Reaſon cauſeth a Diſorder and 


Oppoſition ia the whole Man., Every Faculty hat- 
eth to be reforme2d and rejecteth the Means of Re- 
formation. Not only the good Uſe of Reaſon is ne- 
glected, but it is abuſed too by wicked Inventions, 
and Men that have an excellent Wit turn it into 
Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. This 


Behaviour ſo provokes a gracious God, that, accor- 
cording to the Offence, he diminiſneth his Kindneſs, | 


and at laſt totally forſakes ſuch unworthy Perſons. 
WHEREFORE un this Caſe Delay is exceeding 
dangerous, God is provoked every Day by every 
Man; he hath Cauſe to be diſpleaſed immediate- 
ly, and may aſſoon forſake every Man. If he in 
Mercy forbear us, it is a happy i op and; bur 


we know not how. long Time may be allowed, we 


know not how ſoon he may be ſo diſpleaſed, as to 
become irreconcilable. It is a Provocation, that Men 
ſhould in any Degree neglect and deſpiſe the Favours 
of an Almighty Power, and there is no Reaſon to 


expect, that he will long endure our great and many 
Provocations. To profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians, and 
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to delay our Repentance, is to mock Omnipotence. 


For we have promiſed Repentance, and it ought to 
begin with our Profeſſion. Men flatter themſelves, 


that they may ho for Mercy, and depend . 
Goodneſs of God. This is a moſt . 


5 ® * d 


upon the 
le Ex- 


Ipectation, to depend upon his Goodnels, . when we 


56K his Power, and defign yet to reſiſt it; or that 


1 ; 14 > 
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we ſhould hope for Mercy, when that very Hope is 
the ground of our Provocations. 

TRrvs it is, whoſo repenteth ſhall have Remiſſi- 
on, and whenſoever a Man repents his Pardon will 
not be denied. But this is no Reaſon to delay Re- 

pentance, but an Argument to haſten it. Becauſe 

| without Grace we cannot repent, and we maſt wait 
upon God for his Aſſiſtance. If we hold on our owti 

Way, and neglect his Way; if we refuſe, when he 

hath ſo often called, yea, intreated us to come into 
the Way in the Uſe of his Ordinances, his Coan- 
ſels, and Precepts; and will not employ our Minds I. 

in pious Exerciſes, we provoke God to refuſe. his 
Grace and leave us to our own Corruption, which |. 
| we took a Delight in, and have daily increaſed ; we I. 
cannot then repent, God is ince againft us; he 
will not help us to repent, and then we are leſs able 80 
to any Goodneſs, perhaps cannot ſee our own: Want, 
nor the Danger we are in, nor ever deſire to change Þ,; 
. our Coffe. %% -* JEST 0 = 

Fox when, inftead of uſing our natural Powers 

for the Ends of Piety, Men abuſe them into Wic- 
edneſs, corrupted Reaſon hardens the Heart, and 
God permits their Hearts to be hardened, becauſe 

they have deſpiſed his good Gifts and the good Uſe 
that ought to be made of them, and the Benefits ari- 

ſing from the careful Uſe of God's Gifts. By the 

UD cee of his Gifts and the Means appointed, Repen- 
Acts v. tance is in ſome reſpect acquired, and in ſome re ** 
Jas z Siven us of God, who grants Repentance to ſuch as 
is © uſe the Means to acquire it. Thoſe, that will not %% 
Auſe the Means, will not have it granted to them, as 
being unworthy Deſpiſers, flothtul and wicked Ser- % 

vants. But conſiderate Chriſtians, going in the Way I 

r ſhewing by their Induftry, an honoura- z 

5 le reſpect to God, and a Value for his Bleſſings, 
1 Cor. i. 3. thoſe ſhall be ſupported by him, and confirmed unte Ig, 
the End, that they may be blameleſs in the Day of ou 

Lord Feſus Chriſt, 5 | * 
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I hall add one Teſtimony more, to ſhew the Uſe 
of Human Reaſon, and divine Grace affiſting that 
Faculty, together with the holy Scripture, Jeſus 
the Son of hc, who wrote the Book of Eccle- 
ſaſticus, was not inſpired as the Prophets were, but 
under the ordinary Influence of Grace. God alliſted 
his careful Endeavours, and he aeknowledgeth that 
Aſſiſtance. Hereby he acquired much Wiſdom, and 
wrote excellent Sentences. God ſhewed in him, 
that he requires a careful Uſe of Man's Reaſon and 
doth affift that Faculty, as being not of it ſelf ſuffi- 
cient, but muſt of leceſſity be put to good Uſes, 
for the Benefit of a future State. This Example is 
to be obſeryed, having the Church's Teftimony. 
The Church hath thought his Book worthy to be 
read, altho* not of equal Authority with Canonical 
Scriptures. . 

He ſaith, all Wi 22 cometh from the Lund, and is Eccluſ.ch 

with him for —_— i. V. i. 

The Word of God moſt 5 is the Fonntdin- of Wil: i » 5. 
hm, and her Ways are everlaſting Commandments. 

To fear the Lord is fulneſs of Wi ſdom, and filleth Men Eccluſ. h 


ith ber Fruits. 2 LF 16, 
He maketh the Underſtanding to abound like Euphra- Teclaf ch. 
es, and as Jordan in the Time of Harveſt. xxiv. 26. 
1 be Furnace proveth the Potter's V. fel : BY the T1 r= xvii. 5. 
of Man is in his Reaſoning, 
t Reafon go before every Enterprize and Counſel be- xxxvii. 16. 
fore every Action. 


There is one that zeacheth many, and Jet is unprofite-. 19. 
ble to himſelf. 

But he that giveth bis Mind to the To of the moſt xxxix, 1. 
bioh, and is occupied in the Meditation thereof, will ſeek 
ut the Wiſdom of the ancient, _ be occupied i in Pro- 
thecies. 

He will ſeek out the Secrets of grave Sentences, and 3; 
le converſant in dark Parables. 5 
He will give bis Heart to reſort early to the Lord _ 


Mas * the moſt b FOES 
bin, * f b. 2 
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ch. xi. 11. 


12. 
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M ben the great Lord will, he ſhall be filled with the 
Spirit of Underſtanding. Wn: 5 
He ſball direct his Counſel and Knowledge; and in his 
Secrets ſhall he meditate. : 5 
There is one that laboureth, and taketh Pains and ma- 
keth Haſte, and is ſo much the more behind. ge 
Again, there is another that is ſlow, and hath need 
of Help; yet the Eye of the Lord looked upon him for 
good, and ſet him up from his low eftate. * — 
| Tyvus we have ſhewed the Neceſſity of a dili- 


| * Uſe of human Reaſon in Religion, which if 


en are perſuaded to put in Practice, and will en- 


deavour to convince themſelves, by conſidering the 
Arguments of en they will then underſtand, 


and reap the Bene 


t of Inſtruction; then Sermons 
will have their intended Effect, as well as other ra- 
tional Diſcourſes, and Men will learn Knowledge in 
Religion, as they do in Arts and Sciences; for what- 


ſoever want there is in Nature, God will ſupply 
that Deficiency, and affiſt as far as there is Occaſion. Ig. 


They will then walk by Faith, and ſee the want of | 
Faith in other Men, the Folly and Shame of Man- 


kind, who will rather get Learning and Wiſdom for 


worldly Advantage, than for the Soul's eternal Hap- 
pineſs. It can never be too often repeated, nor too 


much imprinted upon che Mind, the vaſt Conſequence 


of our Reaſon. © 


Inclination. Then the Love of this World, the 
Prejudice of Cuſtom, and any wrong Education, ſh 
captivate the Will and weaken the Judgment; but 


called by the Greeks TlaydgeTas, that is, repleniſhed. with all Ver- 


575 of the ſame Name. 


Wir nHovur ſerious Conſideration, there is no- 


thing left but corrupt Nature, and a Will govern'd 
by it, which readily embraces any Errour, and turns 


a deaf Ear to all Arguments, that are contrary to it's 


i ſerious 


* *. tom — 1 


* Jeſus the Son of Syrach of Jeruſalem, gathered Solomon's Sen- 
tences together, and compoſed in Hebrew the Book of Eccleſiaſticus, 


tues. about an. mund, 3798, I was iranſtated by his Grandſen 
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erious Conſideration removes thoſe Prejutices go - A 
be Iverns the Will, rectifies the Judgment, opens the ww 
Heart to Inſtruction, and makes way for divine Grace, 
is which God is always ready to beſtow upon conſi- 
derate Perſons. Reaſon is clouded with the Depra- 
a Evity of Nature, and Things appear not at firſt in a 
clear Light; but by Degrees diligent Study impro- 
ea ves the Mind, and God at the ſame Time enlightens 
or Bit, whilſt we exert our natural Powers, and call up- 
Jon God for his Aſſiſtance. In a Word, Neglect of 
li- FReaſon is the Cauſe of all Failing in Men's Vnder- 
if Iſtanding; and this Neglect exiſting in Region ohh 
n- |; Contempt of Religion, which being high y dil. | 
he Fpleaſing to God, is the Cauſe of Me the Want of 
d, Grace, which God of his Goodneſs would freely and 
NS plenrifully beſtow upon reaſonable Men. So abomi- 
nable is Careleſſneſs and Contempt of Religion, it is 
he Cauſe of Unbelief, Errour, and all nA which 
en might poſſibly avoid, and Occaſions the Loſs 
of all the Good, which they * obtain from a 
xcious God. 
THEREFORE, again 7 ut you in Remembrance, 
and let us be ever mindful, that Human Reaſon is a 
uide to be uſed, to lead Man towards his Chief 
00d, but not a perfect Guide to be entirely depen- | 
led upon; it is not ſufficient without Revelation and 
race to aſſiſt it, under our preſent State of Infirmi- 
Grace is given of God's good Pleaſure, and we 
MU ht 10 pray for it without ceaſing. So N a The. 7. 
deſerves our conſtant Prayers, and God a i 
0 be waited upon. It is moſt reaſonable in the State 
f Sinners, that we attend daily, and often every Day 
Pefore the Throne of Grace; and even in Time of 
vorldly Buſineſs, we ſhould think upon our Creato.,¶» 
ind defire his Gifts in ſhort Ejaculations, Night and" Thel. w 
Day praying exceedingly, that God may porfets. that which” RT 
5 lacking. in our Faith. 
PRAYER is not only -wofitahle to pracure Grace, 5 3 
A | ut alſo to fax an habit of G in our r Souls. „ 
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238 The Uſe of Human Reaſon 
puts religious Notions into our Heads, and pious Re 
ſolutions into our Hearts, and in ſome Meaſure produ 
Jam. j. ces thoſe Vertues which we are praying for; 1962 | 
17. very good Gift, and every perfect Gift 1s from aboye 
and cometh down from the Father of Lights, wit! 

whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning 
Ezra viii, The Hand of God is upon all them for good, hg 
2% ſeek him; but his Power and his Wrath is again 
them that forſake him. Let us give Attendance tj 
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1 88 Iv. RU to Exhortation, to Doctrine, meditate up 
on theſe Things, give ourſelves wholly to them 


1 Pet. iv. that Our profitin may A unto all. The EN 
25 all Things is at Hand 5 bs 3s theefine fober and wat 
unto Prayer. 8 | 
Ap fince all Men have fallen ſhort of a righ 
Uſe of Reaſon, and have a leſs Portion of divin 
Knowledge, than they might have attained by a finf 

cere Uſe of that natural Talent for the Service 0 
God, we ought to ask Pardon for our Ignoranc 
and Neglect of our own Ability from our Youth ug 
Pfal. xxy, until now, Remember not the Sins of my Your 
7. 11, nor my Tranſgreſſions; according to th — re 
ROLE 2 thou 4 gs 5 8 e, O Lord 
Pſal. xxiii, For thy Name's Sake, O Lord, pardon mine Iniqui 
2. © by ho A is great. For thy Nause fake lead me an 
hex 24. guide me in the Path of Righteouſneſs, Thon ſbal 
guide me with thy Counſel and afterwards receive me | 


Glory. 
The olle for the Four 
e DONORS. ae 
GOD, who knoweſt us to be ſet in the 

“ midſt of fo many and great Dangers, th 
“ by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Nature, we can 
& not always ſtandupright, grant to us ſuch Strengif 
1 6e and Protection, as may ſupport us in all Dange 
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. © and carry us through all Temprations, throng 
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Is RELIGION, &. 
© The Firſt Sunday after Trinity. 


GOD, the Strength of all them that pur 
& their Truft in thee, mercifully accept 

« our Prayers, and becauſe 1 h thy Weakneſs 

ce of our mortal Nature ye o no good Thing 


cc without 3 grant Us. oy Help of thy G 
« that in keeping thy Co 


« our Lord. Fg 


indments we may pleaſe 
ec thee bolt © 21 ill and Deed, * Jeſus Chriſt 
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